
Tornado Activities in November 

Monday, November 3 

Teacher/Parent Conferences  No 
school for students 

Tuesday, November 4 

Teacher/Parent Conferences  No 
school for students 

Wednesday, November 5 

Moveable Monday 

Friday, November 7 

Make-Up Pictures 

Tuesday, November 11 

Veterans’ Day Assembly  

at 8:30 a.m. 

Friday, November 14 

Prismatic Magic Assemblies  SCA 
dress-up day TBD 

November 17-21 

American Education Week 

Thursday, November 20 

STEMmania 6-8 p.m. 

November 26-28 

Thanksgiving Break                   

*If, due to a disability, you need assistance to enable 
you to participate meaningfully in these events, please 

contact the principal of the school at least five working 
days prior to the event. 

 

A note from Mrs. Layman: 
Hello Tolbert Parents! 

Thank you for all your support during our Boosterthon Fun Run 
fund raiser. Also a big thank you to the PTA who organized and 
coordinated the events. It was a lot of fun for all of us. We 
continue to collect pledges! 

During the month of November we are going to manage to fit 
many events into our schedule.  We begin the month with 
Teacher/parent conferences on Monday, November 3rd and 
Tuesday, November 4th. Please make every effort to connect 
with your child’s teacher during this time!  Wednesday, 
November 5th is our second Moveable Monday. We will follow a 
Monday schedule and Futura students will attend Futura. We will 
have make-up pictures on Friday, November 7th.  Our annual 
Veterans’ Day assembly will be held on Veterans’ Day, 
November 11th at 8:30 a.m. in the gymnasium. All are invited to 
attend this special event honoring our veterans.  Friday, 
November 14th we will have our first PTA sponsored assembly, 
Prismatic Magic.  

November 17-21 is American Education Week. On November 
20th, we will be having our biggest academic event of the year. 
Join us for STEMmania. Students and parents are invited to 
participate in Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics events throughout the building! The event will take 
place from 6-8 p.m. We look forward to a great turnout! We 
would like to thank Patient First for financially supporting the 
event for the third year in a row with a donation of $1000! 

November 26-28, Wednesday through Friday, is our 
Thanksgiving Break. Enjoy the time away! Please find the 
meeting summary from the MSAAC meeting and a list of classes 
offered by the Parent Resource Center from now through 
December. 

Have a great month!     Elaine Layman, Principal 
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The Scholastic Book Fair is fast approaching:  November 17th – 21st.  Be 
sure to mark your calendars and come take a look!  

Book Fair Hours:   

• Monday, November 17th :  7:30 AM until 4:00 PM 
• Tuesday, November 18th :  7:30 AM until 4:00 PM 
• Wednesday, November 19th :  7:30 AM until 4:00 PM 
• Thursday, November, 20th:  7:30 AM until 8:00 PM (STEM Night!) 
• Friday, November 21st:  7:30 AM until 12:00 PM 

If you are unable to make it to the fair, you can order the same items online November 10-
November 30 at www.scholastic.com/schoolbookfairs.   

If you would like to volunteer at the Book Fair, please go to this on SignupGenius link: 
http://bit.ly/1CR9MVI or contact Mrs. Rosen (our librarian) at crosen@lcps.org or 571-252-
2870. 

Hope to see you at the fair! 

 

READING ROUNDUP     

  
Many Tolbert classrooms have begun an Independent Reading Model, which 
encourages students to read books of their choice. You can help your child to have a 
just-right book on hand every day. 

• What’s “Just Right”? Children feel confident and competent when they read 
books that are “just right.” But how do you find a “just right” book? Have your 
child read the back and front cover, and first page of the book. If there are more 
than five words that he cannot pronounce or understand in context, the book may 
be too challenging. Be supportive about finding a more perfect fit. Choosing the 
right book will help your little reader feel successful. 
Encourage your child to read another book by an author he or she enjoyed. 

• Become a Fan.  Your child will soon develop a love for particular authors and 
illustrators. Nurture her fan-ship by helping her write a letter to her favorite 
author. Many authors have their own websites with contact information, but 
here’s a great place to start your search 
(http://www.scholastic.com/kids/stacks/authors/all.htm). You can also contact the 
book’s publisher, the mailing address for which can often be found on the back of 
the title page or on the publisher’s Web site. 

By Anne Schwartzberg, “Reading Tips for Parents” Parent & Child Magazine 

http://www.scholastic.com/schoolbookfairs
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STEM – Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics 

Our third annual STEM Mania Night will be held on Thursday November 20, 2014 from 
6:00-8:00 PM. Tolbert staff and the PTA are planning fun, hands on activities.  Come and 
try your luck playing an arcade game designed and built by our fifth graders. Build a 
sturdy spaghetti tower using only yarn and tape or upcycle an everyday item into 
something new and exciting. Spend some time in our Makerspace, build a birdhouse, 
and design a paper airplane and see how far it flies! Do all that and more at STEM Mania 
Night!  

Grade level teams are beginning to collect materials for the activities. If you can donate 
any of the following, please send the items to your child’s teacher. 

K-bird seed, pencils, recyclables 

1st-Variety of paper, paper clips, easy tear tape 

2nd-cardboard, cereal boxes, tubes, duct tape, masking tape, sharpies 

3rd-electrical, duct, and masking tape, markers, rubber bands, string, yarn 

4th-boxes of spaghetti, masking tape, yarn 

5th- cardboard boxes, duct tape, string, paper towel or toilet paper rolls, markers, paint, 
stickers, craft sticks, pipe cleaners, straws 

 

Equity 

Our next Parents as Educational Partners (PEP) event is scheduled for December 4 at 
6:00.  These events are designed to assist parents who were not educated in the U.S. 
understand the way the school system works. We will have two thirty minute rotations 
cover the topics of Behavior (PBIS) and Technology (safe and useful resources for 
students.)   In addition, we will be integrating English practice for our PEP families into 
the rotations. 

 



Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports (PBIS) 

As many Tolbert parents are aware, our teachers distribute Tornado Tickets to students who are 
demonstrating excellent behavior.  These Tornado Tickets can be given to individual students 
who are showing respect for self, respect for others, and respect for property.  Tornado Tickets 
can also be given to entire classes who demonstrate respectful behavior as well. 

This year, each class at Tolbert Elementary has been working to earn their Tornado Tickets in 
groups of 100.  When a class reaches 100 Tornado Tickets, they receive a recognition certificate 
to hang outside their classroom.  We have already had several classrooms reach 100 or more 
Tornado Tickets and other classrooms are getting close as well. 

Please encourage your students to show excellent behavior in order to be recognized with a 
Tornado Ticket.  In addition, when your student receives a Tornado Ticket, please congratulate 
them and make a big deal of this accomplishment.  This will help to reinforce the respectful 
behaviors that Tolbert students are known for. 

 
 

 

 

  



Bond Referendum Information 

Bond funding for school construction will be up for voter approval in the Tuesday, 
November 4th, election. 

This is not a referendum on whether these projects should be built. They have 
already been approved by the School Board and Board of Supervisors. The referendum 
seeks the authority to issue general obligation bonds to fund these projects. 

The Board of Supervisors has selected general obligation bonds as the method of funding 
these projects. General obligation bonds have historically been sold with a 20-year repayment 
schedule for construction projects. Using this method, people moving into Loudoun will help pay 
for the schools that will be built for the county’s increasing school population. 

If the bond referendum is not approved, the Board of Supervisors must find other means 
of funding the construction of these projects. 

The school bond referendum will appear on the ballot with the following language: 

QUESTION: Shall the County of Loudoun, Virginia contract a debt 
and issue its general obligation and capital improvement bonds in 
the maximum amount of $162,900,000 to finance in whole or in part, 
the costs to design, construct and equip ES-27, Dulles North 
Elementary School; the costs to design, construct and equip MS-9, 
Dulles North Middle School; the cost to design, construct and equip 
the Advanced Technology Academy and other public school 
facilities throughout the County?  

 

ES-27 will provide enrollment relief for Legacy, Creighton’s Corner and Moorefield 
Station elementary schools. 

MS-9 will provide relief to Eagle Ridge and Stone Hill middle schools. 

The Advanced Technology Center, which the School Board is developing as the 
Academies of Loudoun, will replace and expand offerings at Monroe Technology Center (opened 
in 1977), allow the expansion of the Academy of Science (AOS) and enable the establishment of 
a new Academy of Engineering and Technology. 

The last day to request an absentee ballot to be mailed is October 28th. 

The last day to vote an absentee ballot in person is Saturday, November 1st. 

For more information, contact the Voter Registration and Electoral Board Office at 703-
777-0380. This office is located at 750 Miller Drive, SE, Suite C, Leesburg, VA 20175-8916.  

 

MSAAC Meeting Minutes 
Dr. Tyler, Director of Research and Superintendent and Dr. Williams joined us to discuss plans for LCPS 
gaps and equity. Please publish and distribute this summary through your PTA/PTSO and/or your principal.  



Agenda Items 
• Opening & Welcome 
• Acknowledge LCPS Administrators, School Board members, Teachers, and Staff 
• Minutes- May and September 
• What is MSAAC? 
• Cluster report 
• “Excellence-Equity=Elite” 
• State of LCPS- Dr. Tyler 
• Conversation with Dr. Eric Williams- Superintendent 
• Events and Announcements 
• Wrap Up and Adjourn 

  Welcome  

• Opened meeting with a welcome from MSAAC Chair 

• Representatives include LCPS Administration, Principals, Assistant Vice Principals, Teachers, 
School Board Members, and Parent/Delegates 

  Meeting Minutes 

• May and September meeting minutes presented to the General Body and approved into the record 
  Cluster Report 

• Heavy emphasis on Breast Cancer Awareness, PSAT/SAT prep, Homecoming Events, Big Rival 
Football games, upcoming 5K run, and charity events 

  Excellence - Equity = Elite, Chair Person, Zerell Johnson- Welch 

• Important to create equity for all children. Equity doesn’t mean equal.  And honor the difference and 
respect those differences. Our educators need to be equipped to teach to those differences.  

• Membership provided with an article to read. “We should not Kid Ourselves: Excellence Requires 
Equity- Bradley Scott. M.A,  

• Five Goals of Education Equity- first goal discussed this evening/ analyze the data.    
  State of LCPS- Dr. Tyler 

• There are challenges, but we are well equipped to handle it 
• Parents/Audience was warned that the data will either confirm their thoughts or provide insight 
• What groups do you think of when you think of gaps in achievement? 

o At a point it becomes unacceptable and you have to start implementing different 
approaches that yield different outcomes. 

o Different outcomes are not acceptable for different students….it should be Equitable 
across the board 

• Slides 
o Chart 1 – new rigor testing but overall relatively high over the last 3 year.  Chart just had 

year over time…2011, 2012, 2013, 2014 proficiency 
o Chart 2 – LCPS continues to outperform other nearby Districts, PW, Fairfax, etc. 
o Chart 3 – Achievement by Student group 
o More clarity and obvious that ELL and Hispanics remain about 20-25% lower than Asian 

and White students 
o How are certain families/subgroups getting certain outcomes and what can other 

subgroups be doing differently to change the outcome 
o With proper instruction, all students can learn 
o We have a persistent gap 

• How to address the Gap/close the gap 
o Subtle opportunity or environmental gaps 
o Family factors and engaging learning environments 
o John Hattie study to provide extensive insight towards concentrated, persistent, and 

engage opportunities to close the gap 
o MSAAC will revisit this issue; membership was asked to select what factors they felt most 

contributed to the success of a student. Feeback  will be tabulated for discussion at the 
next meeting. 

 Conversation with Dr. Eric Williams- Superintendent 



• Are we doing our best at engaging, connecting, challenging, and supporting our students 
• Show’d picture of Dr. Williams connecting with student when he was a teacher in Connecticut 
• What do we need to engage all students 
• Change the course 
• What are we going to do 
• Are we doing our best at attracting, retaining, supporting, and recruiting teachers that are 

responsible for leading our students? Do we have a diverse staff to meet our diverse student 
population? 

• Chair mentioned current efforts underway with MSAAC and Asst. Superintendent For Personnel 
Services, and Director  of Personnel,  Secondary (Dr. Hough and Dr. Asia Jones) 

• Recapped briefly meeting on Sept 30 and continued discussions with outcomes to follow 
• Vision 2020 – Strategic plan in process 

o MSAAC asked to be part of the plan 
o Commissioned at SB meeting on Tuesday 
o Shared and create an authentic plan 
o Have a plan that moves towards 2020 – Kindergarten to Graduation 

• What can parent do? 
• What deliberate actions is the District doing to recruit and retain and attract 
• Dr. Williams – being new didn’t overcommit before understanding the full  needs in LCPS- 

 however, he mentioned that it was just commissioned and they will likely pick 5 target areas, to 
build upon. He shared that  MSAAC should be part of the conversation and the development of 
such a plan. 

• Dr. Williams mentioned even though schools developed their SIP, the District 2020 Strategic Plan 
will draw parallels and connections.  This plan will engage, augment school’s SIP.  

Announcements/Events- Vice Chair - Jamie Johnson  
  One Last Thing- Membership watched a short video- How to Help your Student Stay Organized.  

Action Items 
• Parent/Delegates please download the meeting summary under the Meeting Summaries/ 

PowerPoint Presentations link on the web site http://www.lcps.org/Page/117454 and email to your 
principal and PTO- please wait a day or so for the summary to be posted  

• Email the MSAAC Secretary at dcaulk@modalinc.com with your email address so that you can be added 
to the MSAAC email list 

• Stay up to date via:  
o Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/loudounmsaac 
o MSAAC LCPS web site: http://www.lcps.org/Page/1494 
o Email list 

 
  
  

http://modalinc.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f57809518b9b1bb5b97c4e6e8&id=c617a8e32e&e=87da18eb4f
mailto:dcaulk@modalinc.com
https://www.facebook.com/loudounmsaac
http://www.lcps.org/Page/1494


Parent Resource Center  
 

 
Fall 2014 Event Schedule 

*Unless otherwise indicated, events are held at the 
LCPS Admin Building, 21000 Education Court, Ashburn, 20148 

Events are cancelled when schools are closed or after school activities cancelled. 
Call 571-252-2185 or go to www.lcps.org/prc to register. Titles are linked to event flyers. 

Autism Series: Message of Behavior 2014 
Identifying and Analyzing the Communication Function of Behavior is Critical 

Thursday, October 30, 9-11 am 
MANDT for Parents Series 2014 

Three Sessions on Oct. 30, Nov. 6 and 13 from 6:30-8:30: Attendance required at all 
sessions 

Building Healthy Relationships, Communication and Conflict Resolution 
Autism Series: Adolescent Issues: They DO Grow Up! 

Thursday, November 6, 9-11 am 
PATH to Employment.pdf 

Panel presentation by public agencies about how and when to access 
services to ensure a timely and smooth transition to employment for students with 

disabilities. 
Wednesday, November 12, 9-11 am 

Positive Mealtime Strategies 
Causes and Strategies for Eating Challenges 

Thursday, November 20, 9-11 am 
TRANSITION SERIES 

*Harper Park Middle School*, 701 Potomac Station Dr. NE, Leesburg, 20176 
Middle School Connection, Moving on from Elementary to Middle School with an IEP 

Monday, December 1 from 6:30-8:00 pm 
Kindergarten Connection, Moving on from ECSE to Kindergarten with an IEP 

Monday, December 8 from 6:30 – 8:00 pm 
If due to a disability, you need assistance or an interpreter, call 571-252-2185 10 Bus Days 

before an event 

 
 
 

Centro de Recursos para Padres 
Horario de Eventos en Otoño 2014 



*A no ser que sea indicado, los eventos se llevarán a cabo en 
Edificio Admin. LCPS, 21000 Education Court, Ashburn, 20148 

Los eventos se cancelarán con el cierre de escuelas y al cancelarse las actividades 
después de escuela. 

Llamar 571-252-2185, o www.lcps.org/prc para inscripción. Títulos vinculados con la 
volante de eventos. 

Series de Autismo: El Mensaje de Comportamiento 
Identificando y Analizando la Función de Comunicación de Comportamiento es 

Crítico 
Jueves, 30 de octubre, 9-11 am 
“MANDT” Series para Padres 

Tres sesiones, Oct. 30, Nov. 6 y 13 de 6:30-8:30: Asistencia requerida para todas 
las sesiones 

Construyendo Relaciones Saludables, Resolución de Comunicación y Conflicto 
Series de Autismo: Asuntos de la Adolescencia 

Los Tópicos Incluyen Higiene, Socialización, Temores, Comportamiento, Salud y Más 
Jueves, 6 de noviembre, 9-11 am 

Estrategias Positivas Para Las Horas de las Comidas 
Las Causas y Estrategias para los Retos al Comer 

Jueves, 20 de noviembre, 9-11 am 
SERIES DE TRANSICIÓN 

*Harper Park Middle School, 701 Potomac Station Dr. NE, Leesburg, 20175 
Escuela Intermedia, Conexión, Pasando de la Escuela Primaria a la Intermedia 

con un IEP 
Lunes, 1 de diciembre de 6:30-8:00 pm 

Conexión con Kínder, Pasando de “ECSE” a Kínder con un IEP 
Lunes, 8 de diciembre de 6:30 – 8:00 pm 

Si debido a una discapacidad, necesita ayuda o a un intérprete, llamar al 571-252-
2185 7 días previos al evento. 
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