
Tornado Activities in 
November 

Friday, November 1 

First Grading Period Ends 

Monday, November 4 

Teacher Workday/Conference 
Day; Gift wrap distribution 

Tuesday, November 5 

Teacher Workday/Conference 
Day; Gift Wrap Distribution 

Election Day 

Tuesday, November 12 

PICTURE RETAKES 

PTA Board Meeting at 2:45 p.m. 
in library 

Thursday, November 21 

STEMmania 6-8 p.m. 

Wednesday, November 27 –
Friday November 29 

Thanksgiving Holiday 

*If, due to a disability, you need 
assistance to enable you to 
participate meaningfully in 

these events, please contact 
the principal of the school at 

least five working days prior to 
the event. 

 

A note from Mrs. Layman: 
Hello Tolbert Families, 

We have had a great month and are looking forward to all the fun 
events happening in November. We are so thankful to our PTA which 
provides funding for all of our assemblies as well as outreach events 
like Donuts with Dads and Muffins with Moms. If you haven’t already 
become a member, please consider doing so! 

During October we had several very successful PTA sponsored 
activities. Our first BINGO was so fun. Two Donuts with Dads events 
were delicious and packed! Thank you to our wonderful volunteers and 
to all those who attended for making it such a great event. We had the 
Dome Theater at the end of the month, which was very exciting. 
Students actually entered the dome to see visual images and sound 
projected all around them that related to the curriculum at each grade 
level.   

We had a surprise visit from students at Yale University. The Alley Cats, 
an all male accapella group, stopped by for a 30 minute performance. 
Another big thank you to the PTA for supporting this group with a 
donation which made their visit to Tolbert possible.   

During the month of November get ready for our second STEMmania 
event which will be held on November 21st from 6-8 p.m. during 
American Education Week. If you were here last year, you remember 
that this was a tremendous evening filled with hands-on activities that 
showcased all the Science, Technology, Mathematics, and Engineering 
lessons that are being taught at Tolbert.  We are hoping to exceed the 
1,000 visitors we had last year. 

At the start of month, teachers will be holding parent conferences. If you 
haven’t already scheduled your conference, please make time to do so. 
The parent-teacher connection is so important to your child’s success. 

Have a wonderful month! 

Elaine 
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http://tinyurl.com/tolbertelementary 
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Elaine Layman, Principal - Susan Ward, Assistant Principal – Ben Chiet, Administrative Intern 
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Library News 

The Scholastic Book Fair is right around the corner. It will be held November 18th – 22nd.  
Be sure to mark your calendars and come take a look!  

Book Fair Hours:   

• Monday, November 18th :  7:30 AM until 4:00 PM 
• Tuesday, November 19th :  7:30 AM until 4:00 PM 
• Wednesday, November 20th :  7:30 AM until 4:00 PM 
• Thursday, November, 21st:  7:30 AM until 8:00 PM (STEM Night!) 
• Friday, November 22nd:  7:30 AM until 2:30 PM 

If you are unable to make it to the fair, you can order the same items online November 10-
November 30 at www.scholastic.com/schoolbookfairs.   

If you would like to volunteer at the Book Fair, please contact Mrs. Rosen (our librarian) at 
crosen@lcps.org or call the school at 571-252-2870. 

Hope to see you at the fair! 

 

 

During Discovery Groups with Mrs. Briggs and Mrs. Rosen, students of all grade levels are 
encouraged to use their imaginations and creativity in our “makerspace” in the library. Students 
rotate through different activities each session. In the building activity center, students build 
with a variety of materials such as Structures – wooden planks, Zoob Bots robot design, and 
marble run building sculptures. Students also use Thinkfun activities to build reasoning and 
creative thinking skills. In our crafting center, students are provided the opportunity to create 
using foam shapes and other recycled materials to make an original creation. Students at the 
iPad center explore science, language arts, and digitial storytelling apps that encourage 
creativity.  

Equity 
The Equity Committee will have the second PEP event of the year on December 5th at 6 
pm in Tolbert's library. PEP stands for Parents as Educational Partners. It is a program 
devised for parents who were not educated in the U.S. school system and would like to 
become more involved in their child's school experience. On December 5th, we will have 
an open forum where parents will be able to freely ask questions and make comments. 
Head sets and interpreters will be available to any parents needing language support. 

http://www.scholastic.com/schoolbookfairs
mailto:crosen@lcps.org


Please email Jennifer Wigfield at jennifer.wigfield@lcps.org if you would like further 
information regarding this program. 

Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports (PBIS) 

As part of our PBIS program, teachers are reinforcing positive behavior in the classrooms, 
hallways, cafeteria, and playground.  Students continue to earn creative and fun privileges by 
their classroom teachers.  Ask your child what cool incentives their teacher has going on in their 
classroom!   

The administrative team is also reinforcing positive behavior and recognizing students for 
displaying a number of positive character traits.  Tolbert’s new Positive Office Referral is one of 
our newest methods of recognizing students and reinforcing positive behavior among the entire 
class.  When students earn a Positive Office Referral, each teacher takes a moment to publicly 
recognize that student in front of their peers; the teacher then reads aloud their positive note 
about that student; finally the student is then sent to the main office to be congratulated by an 
administrator and to earn a prize!   

In addition to the class and main office recognition, a phone call home is made by an 
administrator to share the positive note of recognition and to express Tolbert’s appreciation for 
these students!  Positive behavior support is of course not just a school-based program as we 
see many of these great strategies taking place in your homes!  We have much to be thankful 
for among the students and parents of the Tolbert community!   

Save the date for: 

 

Family Science Night at Tolbert 

When? Thursday, November 21st from 6:00 to 8:00 pm 

Who? Tolbert Staff, Tolbert PTA, and Patient First are sponsoring this great night for 
Tolbert students and their families. 

What is STEM-mania? Fun, fun, fun science, technology, engineering, and math activities 
for the whole family! 

Where? Tolbert Elementary      The Cost? Absolutely FREE! 

mailto:jennifer.wigfield@lcps.org


 

Reading Roundup Point Out the Obvious:   Findings from a reading 
study conducted at the University of Ohio revealed a simple tip to help turn on kids’ 
reading brains.  The research, published in the April 2012 issue of the journal Child 
Development, found that using “print references” during reading time makes a huge 
difference in how well young children learn to read. For example, actually point out 
obvious things like, “See how the beginning of dog starts with the d sound?” and “Look 
how I’m reading from left to right.” Researchers found that well-trained teachers use 
print feature references many times in a lesson.  Explicitly discussing how print works 
improves children’s reading accuracy and comprehension. (from a blog by Carol Lloyd) 

Heritage High School Holiday Helpers 

Heritage HS Varsity Club will host its Annual Holiday Helper event on Dec. 14th. 
Parents can enjoy a day out from 11:30 am – 5 pm while their 
children participating in a variety of activities including crafts, games, lunch, 
and a movie with the Pride. Money that is raised goes to an area family in need.  

Special Education Advisory Committee – Leslie Sargent, parent representative  

TALKING POINTS from the October 15th Meeting 

 November Meeting. The next SEAC meeting will be held on Tuesday, November 19, 
2013, from 7 to 9 pm at the LCPS Administration Building in Room 102. The topic will 
be, "Inclusive Practices: Creating a Whole School Culture." Meetings are open to the 
public. 

• Parent Resource Center: Encourage parents to visit www.lcps.org/prc to learn 
about current workshops and activities available for parents of students with 
disabilities. Parents are invited to attend the upcoming workshop on "Social 
Media and Your Child with a Disability: Tips and Tools for a Safer and More 
Supportive Online Experience for Your Child, Teen, or Young Adult." November 
7, 6:30 to 9:00 PM at the LCPS Admin. Building in Ashburn. 

• FY15 LCPS Budget Information Session: School Board member Brenda 
Sheridan is hosting an informational presentation and Q & A session, Monday, 
October 28, 2013 at 7:00pm, at the LCPS Administration Bldg. “What Every 
Citizen Should Know about K-12 Funding” will be presented by Leigh Burden, 
LCPS Assistant Superintendent of Business and Finance. Please join us, for an 
easy to understand overview of the budget process, and facts about K-12 budget 
and finance. This is open to all Loudoun County residents. 

• Encourage parents to get involved with the FY15 LCPS budget process. 
Email early and often the Board of Supervisors to voice support for the LCPS 
budget and consider making a public comment in support of our schools at 
upcoming budget hearings this winter. 

 

http://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2012-04/osu-prs041012.php
http://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2012-04/osu-prs041012.php
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1467-8624.2012.01754.x/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1467-8624.2012.01754.x/abstract
http://www.lcps.org/prc


 

Summary – submitted by Lisa Amazigo, parent representative 
The purpose of this meeting was to provide Cyber Bullying information and resources for parents 

and delegates.  

Topic: Cyber Bullying 
Cyber bullying is real in Loudoun County. There was a recent case of a child predator 

impersonating a child via a gaming console with internet access. Thankfully the child reached out 

to her guidance counselor after which the Sheriff's Department investigated. 

Cyber Bullying Tips 
TIP #1: if your student must have a phone, don't get the data plan. Decrease their ability to 

connect without your oversight. They can connect to WiFi at home. 

TIP#2: make the child’s profile private on social media sites 

TIP #3: don't forget that their phone is YOUR phone. You bought it as a parent and are ultimately 

responsible for it. 
Cyber Bullying Resources 

• VA Anti-Bullying Laws & Policies- http://www.stopbullying.gov/laws/virginia.html 

• Loudoun County Sheriff’s Department Internet Safety- 

http://sheriff.loudoun.gov/Index.aspx?NID=211 

• Cyberbullying- National Crime Prevention Council- 
http://www.ncpc.org/topics/cyberbullying 

• Department of Homeland Security- Stop, Think, Connect Program- 

http://stopthinkconnect.org/ 

• Saavy Cyber Kids- http://www.savvycyberkids.org/  

Here are two additional resources: 

• www.ikeepsafe.org/for-parents 
• www.childnet.int.org 

  

http://modalinc.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f57809518b9b1bb5b97c4e6e8&id=894c451f76&e=87da18eb4f
http://modalinc.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f57809518b9b1bb5b97c4e6e8&id=18f596343a&e=87da18eb4f
http://modalinc.us4.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=f57809518b9b1bb5b97c4e6e8&id=10bb695834&e=87da18eb4f
http://modalinc.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f57809518b9b1bb5b97c4e6e8&id=ebaddf489a&e=87da18eb4f
http://www.savvycyberkids.org/
http://www.ikeepsafe.org/for-parents
http://www.childnet.int.org/


Meetings & Communication 
MSAAC meets every month on the third Wednesday at the LCPS Administration building.  

Our representative is Lisa Amazigo. Thank you Lisa! 

Upcoming Meeting 
Wednesday, November 20; 7 to 9 PM   

Discussion Topics & Events 

• Sometime in November the Loudoun County Sheriff's Department will begin their Internet 

Security classes 

• Academic Achievement Fair- planned for February 2014  

• In 49 days, Bond vote to support new schools and school improvement to support the 

6,000 new students in the area 

• Keep an eye out for upcoming community meetings to discuss the opening for the 

Superintendent position 

• Any questions regarding this report or have other items that you'd like to suggest email 

the MSAAC Secretary: dcaulk@modalinc.com 

Loudoun County High School Presents “Annie” 

• Leapin' Lizards! SAVE THE DATE for Loudoun County High 
School's Fall Musical, Annie. Your family won't want to miss this heart-
warming musical, the rags-to-riches story of plucky young Annie's journey 
from the hard-knock New York orphanage to the luxurious home of 
billionaire businessman Oliver Warbucks. Boasting one of Broadway's most 
memorable scores, including "It's the Hard Knock Life," "Easy Street" and 
the legendary "Tomorrow," fantastically visual choreography, a side-
splittingly funny script and, of course, the adorable dog Sandy, it really is no 
surprise that Annie has become one of the best-loved family musicals of all 
time.  

•    
• 3 shows: Thursday, December 5th at 7 p.m.; Friday, December 

6th at 7 p.m.; Saturday, December 7th at 7 p.m. 
• Ticket sales information will be available soon on the Annie 

website at http://www.annieleesburg.com/  

mailto:dcaulk@modalinc.com
http://www.annieleesburg.com/


 

Loudoun County Public Schools  
Parent Resource Center 

 November 2013 Event Schedule 
 

*Unless otherwise indicated, events are held at the 
LCPS Administrative Building 

21000 Education Court, Ashburn, 20148 
 

Events will be cancelled when schools are closed or after school activities cancelled. 
 

Autism Series:  Promoting Positive Mealtimes 

Topics include common causes, sensory issues, and behavior strategies. 
Thursday, November 7 from 9-11 am (morning)  

 
Social Media and Your Child on the Autism Spectrum or with a Developmental Disability 

Topics include how technology impacts social and emotional development, dangers of the 
 internet and social media, cyber bullying, and video gaming. 

Thursday November 7 from 6:30 pm – 8:30 pm 
  

Brunch Bunch at Paxton Campus 
An opportunity for us to get together, discover resources and answer questions. 
We will have the coffee ready, bring your own treats. No registration necessary. 

Wed, Nov 13 from 10-11:30 am 
*Note Location:  Paxton Campus, Ally Advocacy Center Bldg. 

at 601 Catoctin Circle NE, Leesburg, 20176 
 
 

Call 571-252-2185 to register or go to www.lcps.org/prc.  
The workshop titles are linked to the event flyers and registration 

 
If due to a disability, you need assistance or an interpreter, 

call 571-252-2185 7 days before an event. 
 

 

 

 

http://www.lcps.org/cms/lib4/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/97/Mealtimes%202013.pdf
http://www.lcps.org/cms/lib4/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/97/Mealtimes%202013.pdf
http://www.lcps.org/cms/lib4/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/97/Social%20Media%20and%20Your%20Child%202013.pdf
http://www.lcps.org/cms/lib4/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/97/Brunch%20Bunch%202013.pdf
http://www.lcps.org/prc


 

TOLBERT PTA  

November 2013 
 

  
 

Important Dates: 

Nov. 1st: Grading Period Ends 

Nov. 4th & 5th: No School 
Teacher Work Days/Conference Days 
and Gift Wrap Distributed 

Nov. 11th: Veterans’ Day Assembly 
at 8:30 a.m. 

Nov. 12th: PTA Meeting, 2:45 pm 
in the Staff Lounge 

Nov. 15th-22nd: Scholastic Book Fair  

Nov. 21st: STEMmania, 6:00-8:00 pm 

Nov. 27th-29th: Thanksgiving Break 

PTA President’s Message 
 
Hello Tolbert Families!  
 
Fall is here and that means lots of activities at home and at Tolbert 
Elementary!   
 
One of our primary goals as a PTA is to enhance our students’ educational 
experiences whenever we can. The PTA was thrilled to host or sponsor 
several events for Tolbert students and families in October in support 
of that goal. 
 
Our first Bingo Night of the year was a huge hit with many Tolbert 
families joining in the fun and winning great prizes! 
 
The always popular Donuts with Dads events were also very well 
attended! It was standing room only in our cafeteria, with huge numbers 
of smiling dads and kids joining us for breakfast. 
 
We wrapped up the month by sponsoring the Yale Alley Cats singing 
group and also bringing the Dome Theater to Tolbert for some amazing 
assemblies!! Students of all ages enjoyed the assemblies and loved 
learning - in fun and different ways.  
 
Next month, schools across the country will observe American Education 
Week and Tolbert Elementary will end the week by hosting its 
STEMMania night on November 21st. Come join us for some science 
and some fun!! 
 
If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to contact me! 

Allison Gallagher 

 

PTA President, 2013-2014 
allisonvgallagher@yahoo.com 

 

Important Reminders: 
 

Parents need to prepare their kids on 
internet safety and cell phone use 
before giving them access. 

Below are two websites that have 
information on cyber bullying 
and internet safety. These were 
provided by Lisa Amazigo, Tolbert’s 
MSAAC Delegate. 

 
www.ikeepsafe.org/for-parents 

www.childnet.int.org 

Donations for Auction Needed 
Tolbert PTA is looking for donations of items 

to be auctioned off at our Family Dance 
and Silent Auction on December 6, 2013. 

If you own a business or know someone who 
does, who would like to a make donation, 

please contact Lisa Amazigo at 
irielisa@yahoo.com. The more items we have, 

the more successful our auction will be. 
We are also looking for parents who are willing 

to help get donations.  If you are interested, 
please also contact Lisa Amazigo. 

 

2013-14 Board Members:  
President: Allison Gallagher President-Elect: Jennifer Bittenbender 
VP of Fund Raising: Lisa Amazigo VP of Family Events: Donna Cowan 
VP of Assemblies: Jessica Heenan VP of After School Programs: Hilda Smith 
Treasurer: Jennifer Coleman  Volunteer Coordinator: Amy Baugus 
Secretary: Allison Riesz 
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http://www.ikeepsafe.org/for-parents
http://www.ikeepsafe.org/for-parents
http://www.childnet.int.org/
http://www.childnet.int.org/
http://www.childnet.int.org/
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