
Tornado Activities in May 

Friday, May 2 

Fun Run 

Tuesday, May 6 

Second grade musical at 7:00 
p.m. 

Monday, May 12 

SOL Testing Begins 

Tuesday, May 13 

PTA Meeting in library at 2:45 
p.m. 

Friday, May 16 

VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION 
BREAKFAST 

Tuesday, May 20 

Kindergarten Field Trip 

Monday, May 26 

Memorial Day Holiday 

Friday, May 30 

Moveable Monday Schedule 

 

*If, due to a disability, you need 
assistance to enable you to 

participate meaningfully in these 
events, please contact the principal 
of the school at least five working 

days prior to the event. 
 

A note from Mrs. Layman: 
 

Hello Tolbert Families, 

If you have driven by the school lately, you have seen our new 
landscaping. Thank you again for the wonderful community support of 
this project. We hope to be able to complete the last phase in the fall.  
We look forward to watching our new trees grow! 

We have some exciting news. Next year, Tolbert Elementary will be one 
of five LCPS schools piloting the Food Recovery Program. This program 
retrieves unopened, non-perishable foods that are thrown away each 
month and delivers them to local food pantries. Studies show that 
approximately 650 lbs of food that is placed on students’ lunch trays is 
thrown away each month. Instead of throwing it away, we will collect it 
and deliver it to Interfaith Relief. We are looking for a parent volunteer to 
coordinate this program for us. If you are interested, please call Mrs. 
Elaine Layman at 571-252-2870 or send an email to 
Elaine.layman@lcps.org.  

Have you volunteered at Tolbert Elementary this year? We are so 
thankful for our wonderful community and the many hours of work done 
here by our volunteers.  

We are celebrating our volunteers on May 16th at 8:00 a.m. in the 
cafeteria with a volunteer breakfast. Please call the office to let us 
know if you are planning on attending.  

There is a lot of very important information included in this newsletter.  
This month we have SOL testing for grades 3-5 and the schedule of 
tests is included below. We also have our awards assembly schedule 
included here for our end of year awards in June. 

Have a great month. 

Elaine Layman 
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Have you volunteered at Tolbert this year?  

You are invited to our Volunteer Breakfast 

On Friday, May 16, 2014 at 8:00 a.m. 

In the cafeteria. 

RSVP 

571-252-2870 if you are able to join us! 

Frederick Keys     
KEYS FOR READING 

Game Days  
Fri., May 30    7 p.m. (parade at 6:30) 
Sat., May 31   6 p.m. (parade at 5:30) 
Sun., June 1    2 p.m. (parade at 1:30) 

STUDENTS: 
• Read 3 books. 
• Ask a parent to sign the bookmark. 
• DO NOT THROW IT OUT! 
• Ask a parent to call or go online for tickets. 

PARENTS, to get student tickets and family discount tickets: 
• Call the KEYS Office at 301-815-9939 or 
• Visit them online at http://www.tiny.cc/kfr or www.frederickkeys.com or 
• Visit the Keys Box Office during business hours or on game day. 
• THE BOOKMARK DOES NOT COME BACK TO THE SCHOOL. 
 

 

http://www.tiny.cc/kfr
http://www.frederickkeys.com/


Children's Book Week  
Children’s Book Week, a literacy initiative, is an annual event that began in 1919. 
Since 2008, it has been celebrated in the United States in May. The next Children’s 
Book Week is May 12-18, 2014.  In 1944, the Children's Book Council (CBC) was 
established, and it administered the celebration until 2008 when its foundation, 
Every Child A Reader, also became involved.  
What's on the official Children's Book Week Web site? 
The Children's Book Week site includes bookmarks you can download and a variety 
of activities for kids and teens. Look for BOOKS HOT OFF THE PRESS at this website:  
http://www.cbcbooks.org/hot-off-the-press/ 
 

Standards of Learning Testing Schedule 

May 12- 4th Grade Social Studies 

May 13- 3rd Grade Reading  (Part 1) 

May 14- 3rd Grade Reading  (Part 2) 

May 15- 5th Grade Reading 

 

May 19- 3rd Grade Math (Part 1) 

May 20- 3rd Grade Math (Part 2) 

May 21- 4th Grade Reading 

May 22- 5th Grade Math (Part 1) 

May 23- 5th Grade Math (Part 2) 

 

May 28- 5th Grade Science 

May 29- 4th Grade Math (part 1) 

May 30- 4th Grade Math (Part 2) 

 

June 2- 3rd Grade Social Studies 

June 3 – 3rd Grade Social Studies 

 

 

http://childrensbooks.about.com/cs/forteachers/a/cbc.htm
http://www.bookweekonline.com/


 

June End of Year Awards Ceremonies Schedule 

Please join us as we celebrate our students! 

Tuesday, June  10 –  8:30 and 12:30 Kindergarten awards 

    9:30 First Grade Awards 

Wednesday, June 11 -  10:30 Second Grade Awards 

    9:30 Third Grade Awards 

    8:30 Fourth Grade Awards 

Thurdsday, June 12 -  Fifth Grade Awards, Promotion Ceremony and 
Reception @ 1:00 p.m. 

Friday, June 13 -   Fifth grade Celebration 12 p.m. 

End-of-Year Clinic Reminders: 

All student meds in the clinic must be picked up by Friday, June 13 (the last day of school).  After 
that date, any medications remaining in the clinic (including inhalers, Epipens, prescription and 
over-the-counter medications) will be destroyed per VA state law.  We do not keep any student 
medications over the summer. 

All medical forms and Action Plans for the next academic year can be accessed through the LCPS 
website.  Please remember that parents must provide NEW forms in the fall along with any 
student medications.  New forms and medication can be turned in for the 2014-2015 academic 
year once the Health Clinic Specialist is back at work in late August.  The office staff cannot 
receive any medications or forms over the summer. 

For rising 6th graders:  Before the end of this academic year, Student Health Services (SHS) will 
send home two reminder letters about the TDAP vaccination required for all rising 6th graders.  If 
your student has already received their TDAP vaccine, you may send in a copy of the vaccination 
record to the clinic, where it will be added to your student’s health record.  Students will not be 
allowed to start 6th grade without this vaccination (or without a Medical or Religious Exemption 
on file). 

 



If you have any questions about these or any other end-of-the-year health concerns, please 
contact Kathryn Stephens at 571-252-2870.   

 

Committee Reports 

Responsive Instruction       
 

Access to books over the summer results in more reading which, in turn, results in 
improved reading skills. This summer marks the 3rd year that the Tolbert library and 
computer lab will be open.  From June 17 until Aug13 the library and computer lab 
will be open every Wednesday form 10 -12.  Students accompanied by an adult can 
check out books and find a comfy place to sit and read. Teachers are available each 
week to help students locate a “just right” reading book.  Putting books in the hands 
of our students is the best antidote for the “summer slide” in students’ reading skills.                                                                  

 
 
Equity 

The Equity Committee will be hosting our 4th and final PEP event this year on May 1st. 
We will take questions and facilitate discussion through an open forum.  

STEM (Science, Technology Engineering and Mathematics) 

Camp Invention is returning to Tolbert with all new activities!   

In partnership with the National Inventors Hall of Fame, J.W. Tolbert Elementary is pleased to 
offer the nationally-acclaimed Camp Invention program to children entering grades one through 
six. It’s an exciting, weeklong summer adventure in Science, Technology, Engineering and Math 
(STEM) that’s all about big ideas. Children will work together to seek innovative solutions to 
real-world problems and sharpen critical 21st century learning skills as they rotate through four 
modules that reinvent summer fun. 



 This unforgettable week will take place June 23-27, 2014, from 9:00 AM to 3:30 PM. Tolbert 
students can participate in Camp Invention MORPHED!™   

In the Super Go™ module, students design a small, motor-powered vehicle that zooms! Girls and 
boys will collect energy coins along the way for building ramps, bridges and tunnels for the 
Super Go Road Rally. 

Participants will receive personalized challenges from National Inventors Hall of Fame 
Inductees that will ignite a spirit of creativity, innovation and entrepreneurship during the 
Design Studio: Morphed™ module.  

Throughout the Amplified™ module, children invent bionic gadgets while journeying to acquire 
superhuman senses. Time will be spent encountering illusions and discovering if they are a 
supertaster.   

 Finally, Camp Invention’s flagship module, I Can Invent: Pinbug™, allows participants to use 
tools to upcycle electronics and build an epic, insect-themed pinball machine!  

Local educators will facilitate program modules and enthusiastic high school and college 
students will serve as Leadership Interns – ensuring that one staff member is in place for every 
eight children. 

Register early to get the deepest discounts! Every registration includes a complimentary 
Camp Invention t-shirt. Availability is limited, so visit www.campinvention.org or call 
800.968.4332 to reserve your child’s spot today!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.campinvention.org/


 

TOLBERT PTA 

May 2014 
 Our Volunteers 

are Terrific! 
   

Important Dates: 

May 13th, 2:45 in the Library: 
PTA Meeting 
 
May 26th: 
Holiday 
 

 
  
 

 

PTA President’s Message 
 
Hello Tolbert Families,  
 
Spring has finally sprung and it is a busy time for Tolbert 
Elementary and families in our community!!    
 
Many Tolbert families showed their spirit by attending Spirit 
Nights at Chick-fil-A and Ashburn Ice House.  We also had huge 
crowds for the always popular Muffins with Moms events.   
 
Our biggest fundraiser of the year, the Tolbert Fun Run was a 
great time for all.  Students, teachers, faculty and parents ran 
and walked to raise money for the many programs, books, 
supplies and scholarships that the PTA funds.  Thank you so 
much for your support!!  If you have not turned in your pledge 
envelope, it’s not too late to send it in! Every donation helps us 
support our school and our children. 
 
If you have questions about PTA events, be sure to check the 
PTA tab of the Tolbert website for more information.  If you 
are new to PTA volunteering and would like to get involved now 
or for next year, jump right in!   If you are not sure where to 
start, please don’t hesitate to contact me or any PTA Board 
Member and we will be happy to help. 
 
Thank you! 
Allison Gallagher  
 
Happy Spring! 

Allison Gallagher 
Tolbert Elementary 
PTA President 
allisonvgallagher@yahoo.com 
 

 

Save the Date! 

June 10th-12th 

Awards Assemblies 
See the Calendar Tab on the School’s 

website for times. 
http://lcps.org/tolbert 

 

2013-14 Board 
Members:  
President: Allison Gallagher 
President-Elect: Jennifer Bittenbender 
VP of Fund Raising: Lisa Amazigo 
VP of Family Events: Donna Cowan 
VP of Assemblies: Jessica Heenan 
VP of After School Programs: Hilda Smith 
Treasurer: Jennifer Coleman  
Volunteer Coordinator: Amy Baugus 
Secretary: Allison Riesz 
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