
Tornado Activities in March 

Thursday, March 5th 

Stories under the Stars  

6:30-7:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, March 10th 

PTA Executive Board Meeting @ 

2:45 p.m. 

Tuesday, March 17th 

Kindergarten Registration  

8:30 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 

Friday, March 20th 

Spring Dance 6:00-8:30 p.m. 

Friday, March 27th 

Third Marking Period Ends 

Monday, March 30 – Monday, 

April 6th 

Spring Break and Teacher 

Workday 

Tuesday, April 7th 

School Resumes for students 

*If, due to a disability, you need 

assistance to enable you to 

participate meaningfully in 

these events, please contact 

the principal of the school at 

least five working days prior to 

the event. 

 

  

A Note from Mrs. Layman: 

Hello Tolbert Elementary Families! 

We hope that everyone enjoyed the snow and days off in 
February. We managed to accomplish quite a bit despite the 
missed time.   

All second grade students participated in the COGAT testing 
which is a measure of cognitive ability and is part of the 
information considered for entrance into the FUTURA program.  
All third, fourth, and fifth graders took a mid-year assessment to 
determine growth in Reading and Mathematics. We are 
completing our second session of After-School Programs and 
getting ready for registration for Session Three. Thank you to our 
wonderful PTA for all their hard work in organizing and running 
the after-school programs. 

During the month of March we will be having Stories Under the 
Stars on March 5th and our Spring Dance on March  20th. Stories 
Under the Stars is a great opportunity for students to put their 
pajamas on and come back to school from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. to 
hear staff members read fun stories. There are three 15 minute 
sessions so students can go to three different teachers to hear 
stories. At the end of the hour, each child who attends will receive 
a free book to take home! 

The third marking period ends on March 27th. Students will be out 
of school from March 30th through April 6th for Spring Break 
followed by a Teacher Work Day.  School will resume on April 7th. 

We hope to see everyone at our March events! 

Have a great month! 

Elaine Layman
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What are Teachers Discussing at Tolbert? 

Our new superintendent, Dr. Eric Williams, has created a strategic plan for our division. The plan is 
called Vision 2020. It outlines where he would like to see Loudoun County Public Schools in five 
years. Integral to the plan is the idea of project based learning, technology integration, and One to the 
World activities. 

What are One-to-the-World Activities? OTTW activities include any or all of four components: 
Significant content and important competencies, Authentic problems and tasks in the world, Product, 
performance, service or exhibition for the world and Connected with the World. 

We have been discussing this idea as it relates to activities that we already include in our curriculum 
and to the design of activities for the coming year that will meet the criteria to be considered OTTW. 

Why OTTW? Studies show that students who are engaged in problem based learning regularly over a 
three year period will significantly improve their performance. 

How does this apply to our community? Part of project based learning often involves collaboration 
with experts in various fields. If you have an area of expertise, please contact your child’s teacher or 
Elaine Layman. 

Reading Round Up  

 Monday, March 2, is the Dr. Seuss-inspired Read Across America Day.  Students and teachers will have an 

opportunity to express their appreciation of the writer and artist.  Tolbert will celebrate the entire week. 

The Frederick Keys for Reading Program will begin March 2 and end April 3.  Families can attend a game April 

10, 11, or 12.  Bookmarks will go home. Students will read and record the titles of three books.  

Parents redeem the voucher/bookmark for tickets in one of three ways. 

 

1. Online at http//tiny.cc/kfr 
2. By phone at (301) 815-9939 
3. In person at the Keys Box Office during business hours or on game day.  
BOOKMARKS ARE NOT RETURNED TO THE SCHOOL. 

Stories Under the Stars will be Thursday, March 5, at 6:30 p.m. 

Students can come to school in their pajamas, hear 3 stories read by their favorite teachers, and take home a free 

paperback!  We hope to see you there! 

Responsive Instruction 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION - DISCOVERY GROUP 

The students are working on team building and teamwork during discovery this year.  The activities focus on 

finding a solution to a problem by working together.  After numerous attempts the students will choose which 

solution to the problem works the best.  During their activities they will use hockey pucks, hula hoops, bean 

bags, and even tumbling mats.  Sound difficult?  The Tolbert students make it look easy! 

 



Digital Citizenship with Common Sense Media 

Join us at Stories Under the Stars on March 5th at our Digital Citizenship 

Information Table. Learn about internet safety and strategies for parents when using tablets, computers, 

laptops and websites. http://www.commonsense.org  
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FAMILY TIP SHEET  

Common Sense 
on Digital Life  
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  
DIGITAL LITERACY AND CITIZENSHIP IN A 

CONNECTED CULTURE  

© 2012 www.commonsense.org  

What’s the Issue? 

http://www.commonsense.org/


We may think of our kids’ online, mobile, and technological activities as “digital life,” but to them 
it’s just life. In their world, being able to connect and communicate 24/7 from just about any 
location is normal – and expected! Between kindergarten and fifth grade, kids go through rapid 
growth in learning about many topics, including digital media technologies. From playing games 
on their mom or dad’s cell phone, to learning how to point and click a mouse, to navigating online 
by themselves, kids this age are participating in a connected culture.  

Why Does It Matter?  
Young children need to learn early how to make good choices so they can take advantage of the 
powerful technologies available to them. And to make these good choices, kids need parental 
guidance.  

The stakes are high because our kids’ technological abilities can be greater than their maturity 
and judgment. Having unrestricted access to information and people can result in gaining a 
wealth of information and experiences. But it can also mean accessing inappropriate content and 
making inappropriate contact with others. The difference between a great experience and an iffy 
one lies in the decisions kids make. Just as kids learn to eat properly, swim safely, or drive a car 
carefully, they need to know how to live in the digital world responsibly and respectfully. Their 
ultimate success depends on their abilities to use digital media to create, collaborate, and 
communicate well with others. Those who master these skills in using digital tools will benefit 
from the digital world’s awesome power.  

common sense says  

Use bookmarks and safe search. Teach your child to bookmark his or her favorite sites. This 
way, your child is less likely to go somewhere online you don’t want. Use safe search options on 
Web browsers, such as Google or Bing, to make sure your child can search safely.  

Consider using filtering and blocking software. Some parents find these tools to be useful to 
help protect younger children from accessing inappropriate content.  

Have older siblings help. Have your older children help teach your younger children how to be 
responsible and safe online. Let the older ones know that you want them to help you protect their 
little brothers or sisters online.  

Share wisdom. Kids often don’t understand the implications of their actions. But we do. So we 
have to remember to extend our basic parenting wisdom to the digital world. We teach kids to 
choose their words carefully, play nicely with others, and respect their teachers. Now we have to 
extend those lessons to a vast, invisible world.  

Pass along your values. As a parent, you can translate your values into the digital world and 
help kids understand the implications of their actions. Oftentimes the same rules that apply in the 
real word apply online, such as “be nice to others,” “don’t say mean things,” and “think critically 
about information.” 
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Seek balance. It’s hard to know how much freedom to give kids. We want them to explore, enjoy, 
communicate, and create. We also want to be sure they are protected. If our kids are going to 
thrive with digital media, we must balance the negative with the positive, privacy with protection. 
As our children grow, they need more independence and privacy. But parents have to be sure 
their kids know how to be safe and responsible before letting them loose.  

Keep an open mind. We don’t see the world the way our kids do. And we don’t help our kids 

when we judge their lives through the lens of a non-digital world. It’s important for us to 

understand that our kids will spend much of their lives in a connected world, where everyone 

creates and communicates. We need to help them to enjoy it and learn from it. 

 

 

 

 



 Parent Resource Center 

 Winter-Spring 2015 Event Schedule 

                      All events are held at the LCPS Administrative Building 

21000 Education Court, Ashburn, 20148 

                         

Events are cancelled when schools are closed or after school activities cancelled. 

                 

Call 571-252-2185 or go to www.lcps.org/prc to register. Titles are linked to event flyers.  

 

  Keys to Successful Toileting 

Determining readiness, developing routines, overcoming fear, pre-teaching 

Thursday, March 19, 9-11 am (morning session) 

MANDT for Parents  

Building Healthy Relationships, Communication and Conflict Resolution 

Saturday, March 21, 8:30 am – 3:00 pm 

Autism Series: Developing Play Skills and Building Communication through Play 

For young children with Autism and related developmental disabilities 

Designed for children who are just acquiring or have not yet developed play skills 

Wednesday, April 15, 9-11 am (morning session) 

PATH to Employment 

Panel presentation by public agencies about how and when to access services to  

ensure a timely and smooth transition to employment for students with disabilities 

Thursday, April 16, 6:30-8:00 pm 

A Will is Not Enough- Legal Planning for Your Child’s Future 

Thursday, April 23, 6:30 pm 

If due to a disability, you need assistance or an interpreter, call 571-252-2185 5 Business 

Days before an event. 

  

http://www.lcps.org/prc
http://www.lcps.org/cms/lib4/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/97/toileting%202015.pdf
http://www.lcps.org/cms/lib4/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/97/MANDT%20for%20Parents%202015.pdf
http://www.lcps.org/cms/lib4/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/97/Commuication%20and%20Play%202015.pdf
http://www.lcps.org/cms/lib4/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/97/PATH%20to%20Employment.pdf
http://www.lcps.org/cms/lib4/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/97/PATH%20to%20Employment.pdf
http://www.lcps.org/cms/lib4/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/97/Planning%20for%20the%20Future%202015.pdf


 

 Centro de Recursos para Padres 

 Horario de Eventos de Invierno-Primavera 2015 

Todos los eventos se llevarán a cabo en el Edificio Administrativo de LCPS 

21000 Education Court, Ashburn, 20148 

Los eventos son cancelados si las escuelas están cerradas o las actividades después de escuela han sido 

canceladas. 

Llamar a 571-252-2185 o ir a www.lcps.org/prc para matricularse,  

los títulos están ligados al evento de su volante. 

 

 Para niños con autismo y discapacidades de desarrollo relacionado 

 Jueves, 15 de enero, 9-11 am (sesión por la mañana) 

  Claves para ir al Baño con Éxito 

Determinación de disposición, desarrollando rutinas, superando el miedo, pre-enseñanza 

Jueves, 19 de marzo, 9-11 am (sesión por la mañana) 

“MANDT” para Padres 

Construyendo Relaciones Saludables, Comunicación y Resolución de Conflicto 

Sábado, 21 de marzo, 8:30 am – 3:00 pm 

Series de Autismo: Desarrollando Habilidades de Juego y Construyendo Comunicación a través del 

Juego 

Para niños menores con autismo y discapacidades de desarrollo relacionadas 

Diseñado para niños que están comenzando a adquirir o que no han desarrollado aun habilidades de 

juego 

Miércoles, 15 de abril, 9-11 am (sesión por la mañana) 

CAMINO hacia el empleo 

Presentación de panel de agencias públicas acerca de cómo y cuándo acceder servicios para garantizar 

una transición a tiempo y sin problemas para el empleo de estudiantes con discapacidades 

Jueves, 16 de abril, 6:30-8:00 pm 

 

Un Testamento no es Suficiente – Planificación Legal para el Futuro de su Hijo 

Jueves, 23 de abril, 6:30 pm 

Si debido a una discapacidad, usted necesita ayuda o a un intérprete,  

llamar al 571-252-2185 5 días laborables previos al evento. 

 

http://www.lcps.org/prc
http://www.lcps.org/cms/lib4/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/97/toileting%202015.pdf
http://www.lcps.org/cms/lib4/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/97/Commuication%20and%20Play%202015.pdf
http://www.lcps.org/cms/lib4/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/97/Commuication%20and%20Play%202015.pdf
http://www.lcps.org/cms/lib4/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/97/PATH%20to%20Employment.pdf
http://www.lcps.org/cms/lib4/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/97/PATH%20to%20Employment.pdf
http://www.lcps.org/cms/lib4/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/97/Planning%20for%20the%20Future%202015.pdf

