
Tornado Activities in 
June 

Tuesday, June 10 

a.m. Kindergarten awards 
@8:30 a.m. 

First grade awards @9:30 

p.m. Kindergarten awards 
@12:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, June 11 

4th grade awards @8:30 a.m. 

3rd grade awards @9:30 a.m. 

2nd grade awards @10:30 a.m. 

Thursday, June 12 

5th grade Promotion Ceremony 
and Reception @1:00 

p.m. 

Friday, June 13 

Last Day of School 

Fired Up to Read 

Library is open! 

10 a.m. – 12 p.m. 

June, 18, 25 

July 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 

August, 6, 13 

 

 

A note from Mrs. Layman: 
Hello Tolbert Families! 

The year is coming to an end and we would like to thank our 
wonderful community for another great year!  The theme of 
my note this month is READING!!! 

Did you know that 80% of the achievement gap happens 
over the summer?  Research shows us that while students 
are in school, most progress at similar rates.  Students who 
read over the summer either maintain the skills they have 
gained or grow in their skills’ levels.  Students who do not 
read over the summer, return to us in September having 
lost skills and needing remediation.  Annual Yearly Progress 
or AYP is part of the No Child Left Behind legislation that 
holds schools accountable for closing the achievement gap.  
We need your help to do that! 

What can you do? There are many options! 1) Make sure 
your child spends time each day reading. 2) Come to our 
summer reading program, Fired Up to Read, on 
Wednesdays from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. to check out books.  
3) Take part in the public library summer reading program. 
4) Complete the reading incentive sent home by our 
librarian, Mrs. Rosen.  There are many ways to keep your 
child reading over the summer!  

Please see our awards schedule reprinted in this 
newsletter. We look forward to seeing you the last week of 
school as we celebrate the hard work of all of our students! 

Have a wonderful summer! 

Elaine Layman 
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Tornado Citizen’s 3rd Marking Period 2013-2014 
Congratulations to these students for their consistent good behavior! 

Kindergarten Mikayla Zakrzewski, Karan Bagri, Carson Clark, Kaylee Sobota, 
Dominik Ramirez, Alyssa Stanford, Christina Tran, Christian Gentrup, Amanda 
Martinez Chaves, Hubert Beatty, Jacob White, Eilys Cheng 

1st Grade Jhanya Lane, Brady Kimpton, Sammi Esposito, Corrine Stanley, Gokalp 
Necioglu, Jaslyn Rosales, Emma Heenan, Cooper Miskelly, Grace Widjaja, Timmy 
Bowen, Perla Membreno Nunez, Jose Portillo 

Second Grade Christina Hung, Justin Goulet, Olivia Kalaris, Hope Van Tuyle, 
Gabriela Gomez Duran, Kevin Nunez Membreno, Valeria Hidalgo, Michael 
Tartaglione, Brian Resau, Rebecca Gallo, Alaina Vultaggio, Abigail Edwards 

3rd Grade Grant Denuccio, Angela Toth, Lindsay Castro-Argueta, Gabriel 
Zamora, Diemmi Dao, Stratton Fein, Cole Broyhill, Allison DiCarlo, Lexie Shea, 
Omair Yahya, Amanda Incer, Ryan Porter 

4th Grade Michael Kettish, Ashley Sanchez, Isaac Lee, Shahyan Qazi, Sunny 
Linton, Dylan Sams, Delaney Selb, Colin Brown, Paige Lampl, Junior Darko 

5th Grade Jordan Smolsky, Alisa Spahic,Samira Alami, Paula Hung,Jenny Schilling, 
Ilyas Jaghoori, Lydia Bowen, Arturo Campos, Evan Yuan, Michele Guardadado-
Montesinos 

 

Cafeteria News  

Starting June 2nd, there will be no more charges allowed. This refers to ordering 
lunch when a student has no money in his or her account. 

Please check your kids account to make sure they have money on account to 
buy lunch.  

 

Don’t forget to read this summer! 



 

June End of Year Awards Ceremonies Schedule 

Please join us as we celebrate our students! 

Tuesday, June  10 -  8:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. Kindergarten Awards 

    9:30 a.m. First Grade Awards 

Wednesday, June 11 -  10:30 Second Grade Awards 

9:30 Third Grade Awards 

8:30 Fourth Grade Awards 

Thursday, June 12 -  Fifth Grade Awards, Promotion Ceremony and 
Reception @ 1:00 p.m. 

Friday, June 13 -   Fifth grade Celebration 12 p.m. 

 

End-of-Year Clinic Reminders: 

All student meds in the clinic must be picked up by Friday, June 13 (the last day of 
school).  After that date, any medications remaining in the clinic (including inhalers, 
Epipens, prescription and over-the-counter medications) will be destroyed per VA state 
law.  We do not keep any student medications over the summer. 

All medical forms and Action Plans for the next academic year can be accessed through 
the LCPS website.  Please remember that parents must provide NEW forms in the fall 
along with any student medications.  New forms and medication can be turned in for the 
2014-2015 academic year once the Health Clinic Specialist is back at work in late 
August.  The office staff cannot receive any medications or forms over the summer. 

For rising 6th graders:  Before the end of this academic year, Student Health Services 
(SHS) will send home two reminder letters about the TDAP vaccination required for all 
rising 6th graders.  If your student has already received their TDAP vaccine, you may 
send in a copy of the vaccination record to the clinic, where it will be added to your 
student’s health record.  Students will not be allowed to start 6th grade without this 
vaccination (or without a Medical or Religious Exemption on file).If you have any 
questions about these or any other end-of-the-year health concerns, please contact 
Kathryn Stephens at 571-252-2870.   



 

Committee Reports 

Responsive Instruction       
"Fired up to Read" 

 The 2013 - 2014 school year is quickly coming to a close but Tolbert’s library will 
not be closing.  Beginning on Wednesday, June 18 and every Wednesday this 
summer the library will be open from 10:00 to 12:00.  Students must be 
accompanied by a parent or adult. Bring along a book of your own and sit awhile 
and read with your child.  Reading over the summer months results in improved 
reading skills.   
 
This year we are looking for parents or other community members to share their 
love of reading.  If you are interested or know someone who would be interested 
in reading aloud to students during the open library time contact Linda Kaiser 
at Linda.Kaiser@lcps.org  or call the school and leave a message. 
 

 
Tina Rosen – crosen@lcps.org 
Linda Kaiser – lkaiser@lcps.org 

 

 
 

 

 

 

mailto:Linda.Kaiser@lcps.org
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STEM (Science, Technology Engineering and Mathematics) 

Camp Invention is returning to Tolbert with all new activities!   

In partnership with the National Inventors Hall of Fame, J.W. Tolbert Elementary is pleased to 
offer the nationally-acclaimed Camp Invention program to children entering grades one through 
six. It’s an exciting, weeklong summer adventure in Science, Technology, Engineering and Math 
(STEM) that’s all about big ideas. Children will work together to seek innovative solutions to 
real-world problems and sharpen critical 21st century learning skills as they rotate through four 
modules that reinvent summer fun. 

 This unforgettable week will take place June 23-27, 2014, from 9:00 AM to 3:30 PM. Tolbert 
students can participate in Camp Invention MORPHED!™   

In the Super Go™ module, students design a small, motor-powered vehicle that zooms! Girls and 
boys will collect energy coins along the way for building ramps, bridges and tunnels for the 
Super Go Road Rally. 

Participants will receive personalized challenges from National Inventors Hall of Fame 
Inductees that will ignite a spirit of creativity, innovation and entrepreneurship during the 
Design Studio: Morphed™ module.  

Throughout the Amplified™ module, children invent bionic gadgets while journeying to acquire 
superhuman senses. Time will be spent encountering illusions and discovering if they are a 
supertaster.   

 Finally, Camp Invention’s flagship module, I Can Invent: Pinbug™, allows participants to use 
tools to upcycle electronics and build an epic, insect-themed pinball machine!  

Local educators will facilitate program modules and enthusiastic high school and college 
students will serve as Leadership Interns – ensuring that one staff member is in place for every 
eight children. 

Register early to get the deepest discounts! Every registration includes a complimentary 
Camp Invention t-shirt. Availability is limited, so visit www.campinvention.org or call 
800.968.4332 to reserve your child’s spot today!   

 

 

 

 

*If, due to a disability, you need assistance to enable you to participate meaningfully in these events, please contact the 
principal of the school at least five working days prior to the event. 

http://www.campinvention.org/


 

TOLBERT PTA 

June 2014 
 Thank you to ALL our 

volunteers this year! 
   

 

 
 
Our LAST Weeding Wednesday 
is June 4th! Our focus will be on 

the interior courtyards. 
We will meet from 2:45-4:00. 

Please bring your own gardening 
tools and join us as we keep 

Tolbert beautiful! 

PTA President’s Message 
 
Hello Tolbert Families, 
 
I can’t believe we are at the end of the school year! What a great year it 
has been!   
 
As you know, my letters usually report about PTA events that are going on 
each month. But what you may not know is what else the PTA is up to 
throughout the year and what it does with funds that are raised. So, I thought 
I’d give you a little peek into some of the things that, with your help, we have 
been able to sponsor or support this year. 
 
Tolbert’s Landscaping Project  Bingo Nights 
Winter Family Dance   Dome Theater Assembly 
Bike Rack    T-shirts for the student body 
Yale Alley Cats    Muffins with Moms 
Donuts with Dads   Raz Kids - Reading A-Z - 1st grade 
Insta Snow - Kindergarten  Westlandia - 3rd grade 
Caterpillar/butterflies - 2nd grade  Novels -5th Grade 
VA Weekly - 4th grade   Periodicals 
Dyna Math -5th Grade   Mountain Math 
Agendas    STEM Night 
Scholarships for After School Programs Ice Cream Social 
Spirit Wear    Volunteers for picture day 
Odyssey of the Mind Donations  Spirit Nights 
SchoolKidz Supply Kits   Fall Gift Wrap 
Fun Run    Donations to Back Pack Buddies 
Tolbert Elementary Sign upkeep   
Books, books and more books!  
Recess bags and equipment for every classroom 
Teacher Appreciation events, luncheon and treats 
 
…and so MUCH MORE!!   
 
We would never be able to accomplish this without the time and talent of our 
dedicated volunteers! Thank you so much for supporting our kids and our 
school. It is because of YOUR involvement, that when our school requests 
something, we can say “YES!!” 
 
If you would like to get involved in PTA next year, jump right in! Our PTA is 
a great group of moms and dads who would love to have you on board. If you 
are not sure where to start, please don’t hesitate to contact me or any PTA 
Board Member, and we will be happy to help. 
 
Thank you for a great year! 
Allison Gallagher  

Allison Gallagher 
Tolbert Elementary 
PTA President 
allisonvgallagher@yahoo.com 
 

 

2013-14 Board 
Members: 

President: Allison Gallagher 
President-Elect: Jennifer Bittenbender 

VP of Fund Raising: Lisa Amazigo 
VP of Family Events: Donna Cowan 
VP of Assemblies: Jessica Heenan 

VP of After School Programs: Hilda Smith 
Treasurer: Jennifer Coleman  

Volunteer Coordinator: Amy Baugus 
   

Welcome the new 
2014-15 Board 

Members: 

President: Jennifer Bittenbender 
President-Elect: Jennifer Coleman 
VP of Fund Raising: Lisa Amazigo 

VP of Family Events: Donna Cowan 
VP of Assemblies: Elanda Brown 

VP of After School Programs: 
Amy Baugus 

Treasurer: Jennifer Langlois  
Volunteer Coordinator: 

Heather Zakrzewski  
Secretary: Allison Riesz 

Have a 
GREAT SUMMER! 
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