
Tornado Activities in January 

Thursday, January 2 

Students return to school 

Monday, January 6 

After School Program 
Registration 

Tuesday, January 14 

PTA Executive Board Meeting 
at 2:45 p.m. in library 

Tuesday, January 20 

After School Programs Begin 

Thursday, January 23 

Fourth grade dress rehearsal 
and musical at 9:00 a.m. and 

7:00 p.m. 

Friday, January 24 

Second Grade Period Ends 

Monday, January 27 

MOVEABLE Teacher 
Workday/Student Holiday 

*If, due to a disability, you need 
assistance to enable you to 
participate meaningfully in 

these events, please contact 
the principal of the school at 

least five working days prior to 
the event. 

 

A note from Mrs. Layman: 
Hello Tolbert Families, 

On behalf of the entire staff we would like to thank you for all the holiday 
gifts and well wishes! The poinsettias in the front foyer were a beautiful 
sight that we will all get to enjoy in our homes throughout the holidays. 
The cookie exchange was delicious! Thank you to all who donated! 

December was another busy month. Our Snowflake Dance and Silent 
Auction was great fun. We danced and enjoyed the competition of 
bidding on our favorite items!  

 We had a very successful Cultural Fair. Thirteen countries were 
represented. Students learned about geography, traditions, languages, 
currency and more about each country.  

Our last fun event of the year was our Annual Holiday Sing Along. As 
always, the students were entertained by the Blitzen Boogie starring a 
reindeer who looked a lot like Mr. Dolinich! 

After breaks from school, we often see a decrease in skills. I encourage 
you to continue to have your child read each day we are not at school. 
We want students to know that reading isn’t something from which you 
take a break as if it were a chore. It is a joy to read and discover through 
reading! Reading as a family is a wonderful way to have meaningful 
discussions and enjoy selections together! 

During the month of January we will have the sign-up for our second 
session of After School Programs. Fourth grade students are preparing 
for a musical presentation at the end of the month. There is a moveable 
work day at the end of the grading period. If we have bad weather that 
causes us to miss school during the last week of the grading period 
(exam week at the middle and high schools), the work day will be 
pushed forward so that exams can be completed prior to the work day. 

Happy New Year and Have a Wonderful Month! 

Elaine Layman 
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School Board Adopts 2014-2015 School Calendar 

September 2: First Day of School 

October 13: Holiday (Columbus Day) 

October 31: End of the Grading Period 

November 3-4: Student Holidays (Planning/Records/Conference Days) 

November 26-28: Holiday (Thanksgiving Break) 

December 22-January 2: Winter Break (Classes Resume January 5) 

January 19: Holiday (Martin Luther King Jr. Day) 

January 23: End of Grading Period 

January 26: Moveable Student Holiday *(Planning/Records/Conference Day) 

February 16: Holiday (Presidents’ Day) 

March 27: End of Grading Period 

March 30-April 3: Holiday (Spring Break) 

April 6: Student Holiday (Planning/Records/Conference Day) 

May 25: Holiday (Memorial Day) 

June 16: Last Day of School/End of Grading Period 

*NOTE: Parents with childcare or other weekday scheduling concerns – The date of the Moveable 
Planning/Records/Conference Day between first and second semesters may change if the school calendar 
must be changed due to school closings for inclement weather or other emergencies. 

   

All students will be Universally Screened in January.  Students in grades 1 – 5 are 
screened in reading and math, Kindergarten students are screened in early literacy 
and early number sense.  These assessments are nationally norm referenced 
assessments.  In addition to DRA and PALS, these assessments are used to 
determine which students are at risk for not meeting grade-level benchmarks.   
Students whose scores fall below a certain cutoff point are identified as needing 
progress monitoring and possibly intervention.  Students receive interventions 
during Power-Up which is a daily designated block of time for intervention and 
Discovery activities.  



Equity 
The Equity Committee hosted the 2nd PEP event of the year on December 5th.  We 
provided an open forum where parents were able to communicate with a panel of 
teachers regarding questions and comments related to their children's educational 
experience. Forty-two adults and 40 children were in attendance! Discussion topics 
ranged from progress reports to healthy food choices. It was a lovely and productive 
evening!  

PEP stands for Parents as Educational Partners. This program is designed  for parents 
whose primary language is not English. PEP program participants attend events to learn 
about the U.S. educational system, LCPS, and other related themes, gaining information 
that will enable them to be decision makers and advocates in their children’s education. 

 

 

              Reading Round Up                    
More Tips on How to Help Kids Become Readers 
adapted from an article by Amy Joyce, Washington Post, Dec. 4, 2013 

• Don’t push too hard.  Just because a child can read all the words in a 
chapter book, doesn’t mean he should read chapter books.  Encourage 
even older children to continue to enjoy picture books.  Chapter books 
introduce language and concepts of an older mindset which may be 
socially and emotionally difficult for small children to understand.   

• Allow and encourage children to bring home and read the same books 
over and over again.  It may not seem “productive,” but rereading books 
is a great way to practice reading skills and become a better reader.   
Rereading books promotes enjoyment, too.  There is a reason these 
books are their favorites. 

• Accept and encourage the reading of graphic novels and comics.  The 
added picture support helps children to understand more sophisticated 
vocabulary, situations, and story forms. 

• Children are never too old to be read to.  A Family Reading Night, or a 
Family Book will encourage reading and family discussion. 

• Let older kids follow the blogs of their favorite authors.  They can learn 
how authors come up with characters and plots and more. 

• Let children know you’re a reader.  They should see you enjoying books, 
magazines, or newspapers.  Children need to know that reading is 
important to you. 



 

 

Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC) REPRESENTATIVE – Leslie Sargent 

TALKING POINTS from the November Meeting 

• Inclusive Schools Week is December 2-6, 2013.  The theme is 
"Authentic Inclusion: Increasing Our Comfort Zone."     

• Inclusive Practices Highlighted at the November SEAC meeting. The SEAC 
meeting held on November 19, 2013 focused on "Inclusive Practices: Creating a 
Whole School Culture."   Representatives from Discovery Elementary, Harper 
Park Middle School, Heritage High School, and Dominion High School talked 
about inclusion best practices and how inclusion influences their school activities 
and hiring practices of new personnel.  They emphasized that inclusion is a 
mindset and a vision within the school community and is an ongoing process to 
provide a safe and supportive environment for all children.   

• December Meeting.  The next SEAC meeting will be held on Tuesday, 
December 17, 2013 from 7 to 9 pm at the LCPS Administration Building in Room 
102.  The topic will be "Behavior Supports from A to Z."  Meetings are open to 
the public. 

• Parent Resource Center: Encourage parents to visit www.lcps.org/prc to learn 
about current workshops and activities available for parents of students with 
disabilities.  

•  Encourage parents to get involved with the FY15 LCPS budget process.  Email 
the Board of Supervisors to voice support for the LCPS budget and consider making a 
public comment in support of our schools at upcoming budget hearings this winter.  
LCPS is currently looking at a $69-$89 million gap with dire consequences to operations 
and programs. 

April Redmon - SEAC Vice Chair of Membership and SEAC Representative Liaison 

aprilredmon.seac@gmail.com 
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Loudoun County Public Schools  
Parent Resource Center 

January/February Event Schedule 
*Unless otherwise indicated, events are held at the 

LCPS Administrative Building 
21000 Education Court, Ashburn, 20148 

Events will be cancelled when schools are closed or after school activities cancelled. 
Call 571-252-2185 or go to www.lcps.org/prc to register. 

Middle School Connection 
Moving on from Elementary to Middle School with an IEP 

Thursday, January 16 at 6:30 PM 
*Stone Hill Middle School 
Kindergarten Connection 

Moving on from Early Childhood Special Education with an IEP 
Tuesday, January 28 at 6:30 PM 

*Simpson Middle School 
*Snow Date Tuesday, February 4 

MANDT for Parents 
Benefit from training on strategies and language that teachers use regarding 

building healthy relationships, communication, and conflict resolution. 
February 8 from 8:30 am – 3:00 pm 

ALLY Advocacy Center Paxton Campus at 601 Catoctin Circle, Leesburg, 20176 
Autism Series: Fostering Friendships 

February 6 at 6:30 pm 
Promoting Independence 

February 27 at 9 am 
If due to a disability, you need assistance or an interpreter, 

• call 571-252-2185 10 days before an event.  
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