
Tornado Activities in February 

Monday February 3 – 
Thursday February 6 

2nd Grade COGAT Practice 
test 

Friday, February 7 – Tuesday 
February 11 

2nd Grade COGAT Testing 

Tuesday, February 4 

Rising 6th Grade Band Night at 
Harper Park @ 6:30 p.m. 

Friday, February 7 

Pajama Dress Up Day 

Pajama BINGO 

(Landscaping Fundraising 
Event) 

Thursday, February 13 

9:00 a.m. Dress Rehearsal 
and 7:00 p.m. Performance 

Fourth Grade Musical 

Thursday, February 20 

Parents as Education Partners 
Event  

Thursday, February 27 

Stories under the Stars 

6:30-7:30 p.m. 

A note from Mrs. Layman:	
Hello Tolbert Families, 

We had an interesting month with frigid temperatures, lots of 
snow days and many changes to our schedule.  Winter is not 
over yet! We did have the end of the second marking period and 
you can expect to see report cards on February 7th. 

During the month of February we have several important events.  

 COGAT testing for second graders February 3rd through 
10th. Make sure your second grader is well rested, well fed 
and here on time! 

 Our rising sixth grade students are invited to go to Harper 
Park on the evening of February 4th to try band 
instruments. On February 7th we have Pajama Dress Up 
Day and our second BINGO, Pajama BINGO. Remember 
this is a fund raiser for our Spring Landscaping Project. 

 On February 13th join us for the fourth grade musical at 
9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.   

 On February 20th we have our third Parents as Education 
Partners event. These events are designed to provide 
support for parents who did not attend school in the 
United States.  

 Lastly, on February 27th we have Stories under the Stars. 
Students are invited to put on their pajamas and come 
back to school to hear teachers read stories. Each 
participant takes home a free book! 

As the temperatures continue to be frigid and parents are 
driving students to school, please allow extra time for the car 
line. We have had an increasing number of tardy students.   

Have a wonderful month! 

Elaine Layman 

 

Tolbert News 

John W. Tolbert, Jr. Elementary School     September 2010 
http://tinyurl.com/tolbertelementary 

Elaine Layman, Principal  Diane Newcomer, Assistant Principal  Matthew 
Dickersheid  Admin Intern 

Tolbert News 
John W. Tolbert, Jr. Elementary School     February 2014 

http://lcps.org/tolbert 

Elaine Layman, Principal ‐ Susan Ward, Assistant Principal – Ben Chiet, Administrative Intern 



Congratulation to our Tolbert Tornado Citizens for the Second 
Marking Period 

These students were selected by their classroom teachers for consistently demonstrating 
Respect for Self, Others, and Property. They were celebrated with a special lunch with the 
principals and the guidance counselors, certificates, pencils, and gift certificates for free 
pizza! 

Kindergarten   
Sade Jackson, Hunter Makitka, Caris Clark, Ayla Mrso, Ashley Beltran, Chloe 
Stevens, Jackson Stoner, Paige Tartaglione, Aiden Delaney, Rylie Delaney, Luis 
Solis-Canales, Kristen Glover 
 
First Grade       
Romaan Baloch, Clara Howard, Bridget Heenan, Aaron Brown, Joe Carey, 
Zunaira Ahmed, Julia DiCarlo, Juanmiguel Castillo,Grace Posid, Aneesh Reddy 
Ava Levin, Brody Beene 
 
Second Grade   Noah Park, Michaela Manoski, McKenzie Crain, Connor 
Spedden, Jaise Sanjith, Nikki Ha, Campbell Cowan, Colin Smith, Nilofar Jaghoori, 
Autumn Little, Jenna Zekra, Joey Cotsimopoulos 
 
Third Grade   
Erika Markussen, Andre Keyser, Mahan Sarabi, Valerie Alvarado, Evan Carroll, 
Lauren Kim, David Glover, Kylee Little, Bobby Hoey, Elma Hajric, Charlie Navarro, 
Lea Mrso, 
 
Fourth Grade     
Jula Erpe, Jason Little, Julian Hanna, Isabella Kragness, Paige Crawford, Sam 
Coleman, Danielle Murphy, Connolly Ware, Emma Miskelly, Raby Mejia-Rosa 
 
Fifth Grade   
Meagan Glade, Alec Stein, Britney Pereira, Dominic Villarroel-Ramos, Tristan 
Qadir, Emily Whitehouse, Jordan Barrezueta, Molly Castillejos, Amy Kim, Annelise 
Markussen 
 
 

Tolbert Elementary Scholastic Spring Book Fair 

March 3-7, 2014 in the Tolbert Library   

Monday, March 3 through Thursday, March 6:  7:30 AM-4:00 PM and Friday, 
March 7:  7:30 AM-10:00 AM 

Our Tolbert Elementary School Book Fair is fast approaching and will feature a 
variety of exciting titles you won’t want to miss! Students and parents alike are 



invited to participate in this great opportunity to purchase quality books at 
affordable prices the week of March 3-7.  

We need volunteers! 

We need parent volunteers to help make our Book Fair a big success by: 

·Helping us unpack and pack up our Fair 

·Helping shoppers locate products 

·Serving as a cashier 

To volunteer, simply click this link to sign up: 

www.SignUpGenius.com/go/10C0945ABAB2BAAF85-spring, 

or contact Mrs. Rosen (our school’s librarian) by calling the school or 
emailing her at crosen@lcps.orgATTENTION Rising  6th Graders 

Harper Park Middle School Band Nights 

Feb 4, Tuesday, Tolbert  

*All start at 6:30 and end when we are done.  

**All are in the Auditorium at Harper Park. 

****If money is a problem, instruments are available! Please don't let this be the reason 
not to join band! 

Gifted Information Nights 

Loudoun County Public Schools (LCPS) will hold four Gifted Information Night 
presentations during the month of February. 

These one-hour sessions will present an overview of the gifted education 
program LCPS offers and the eligibility process for these programs.  

The same information will be presented at each of these meetings, so it is not 
necessary to attend more than one. 

The schedule for the meetings is as follows: 

 Farmwell Station Middle School, 7 to 8 p.m. Monday, February 10th 



 Leesburg Elementary School, 9 to 10 a.m. Thursday, February 20th 
 Harmony Middle School, 7 to 8 p.m. Monday, February 24th  
 Creighton’s Corner Elementary School, 7 to 8 p.m. Wednesday, February 26th  

  Doors will open at 6:30 p.m. for the evening programs and 8:45 a.m. for the morning 
program.     

 

READING ROUND UP 

Why Older Readers Should Read Picture Books  
from a blog of Literacy, Families, and Learning February 4, 2013 
Some parents and teachers can be too eager to move their children's reading on from picture books to 
chapter books. Many parents move their children on from picture books very quickly, encouraging their 
children to read chapter books almost as soon as they become proficient and fluent in reading, in their 
often well-motivated quest to help their children succeed as readers. But this deprives the child of a rich 
literacy experience, and relies upon some myths about picture books: 

Myth 1 - 'Picture books are easier than chapter books'. While some are simple, they can have very 
complex vocabulary and syntax. The subtle use of image, word, page layout, color, and text layout 
variations can create sophisticated texts. Graphic novels and electronic picture books are taking this to a 
completely new level. 

Myth 2 - 'Illustrations make it easy for children to read and reduce the demands on the reader'. 
While illustrations do work in harmony with the words and can make 'stripped down' language make sense, 
the interplay of illustration and words is often extremely complex, allowing the reader to discover new 
meaning each time they re-read the book, often over a period of many years.   

Myth 3 - 'Getting children reading longer texts earlier will maximize their reading growth'. Not 
necessarily! While having the chance to consolidate reading skills by reading lots of similar chapter books 
is good, pictures still have a place. In fact, pushing a child too quickly into long chapter books isn't 
necessarily best for young readers. At the point where readers 'take off' and want to read everything, to 
give them a series of books is satisfying for them and reinforces their knowledge of the world and 
knowledge of language. But this can offer less stimulation than good picture books and less challenge in 
terms of developing comprehension ability.  
 
Myth 4 - 'Picture books are just for children'. Not so! While the majority of picture books are designed 
for readers under the age of 7 years, more and more are written for much wider readerships and the 
rapidly developing genre of the 'Graphic Novel' because they allow the author to use word, image and 
other modes to create more complex tellings of the story the author has in mind.  The great thing about 
picture books is that children and adults can both enjoy them, sometimes separately, and sometimes 
together. The latter is an important way to grow in shared knowledge and understanding as well as a key 
vehicle for helping children to learn as we explore books with them. 
 
 

 



    

 
General Body Meeting Summary 

MSAAC kicked off the new year with a conversation from outgoing LCPS Superintendent Dr. 
Hatrick. It was as inspirational as it was informative.  

A Conversation with Dr. Edgar B. Hatrick; LCPS Superintendent 

 
Below are some quotes from his speech…  

 I’ve seen huge change in our county. I’m happy to say that it’s positive and moving in the 
right direction. 

 … it’s moving from good to great. Begin with the end in mind. 
 Relationship is what this is all about… (regarding education) 

 We set out to find out what were the gaps. MSAAC was about getting together with first 
hand experience to bring about change. It boiled down to relationships.  

 How did students view the teachers? How did teachers view the students? How did 
parents view the teachers? 

 We can’t make changes alone. MSAAC helped us find a way to have a dialog. 
 We have to realize the power of our words to help or hurt. There were lots of 

assumptions. 
 Gap between the schoolhouse and the home house. 

 It takes everyone to work together. 
 What advice would you give the next superintendent- “Take some time to understand 

what you have so you know the road is ahead of you.” “Work closely with the community. 
Get involved.” “Love kids.” 

Events 

 Academic Achievement Fair- rescheduled 
 Gifted and Talented Information Nights: 

 Sully Elementary School, 7 - 8 PM, January 22nd 
 Liberty Elementary School, 7 - 8 PM, January 29th 

 Farmwell Station Middle School, 7 - 8 PM, February 10th  
 Leesburg Elementary School, 7 - 8 PM, February 20th 

 Harmony Middle School, 7 - 8 PM, February 24th 
 Creighton’s Corner Elementary School, 7 - 8 PM, February 26th 
 GAP Year Fair- February 16, 2014; 2-4 PM; Champe High School 

 1st Loudoun Regional Math Tournament- March 22nd; Dominion Trail Elementary 
 March 19, MSAAC Meeting- “Building Educational Support for Youth in Foster Care”- 

Christine Carmouze, Foster Parent Trainer and Recruiter. Loudoun County Foster Care 
and Adoption Department of Family Services. 

 GPS Fair, March 26. Dominion High School. 6:30 - 8:30 PM. 



 Board of Supervisors Meeting; Board Room in the LCPS Government Center. Go to: 
http://va-loudouncounty.civicplus.com/DocumentCenter/Index/11223 
 School Board Meetings. Go to: http://lcps.org/Page/1629 

Resources 
Loudoun County School Budget Updates: http://www.loudoun.gov/index.aspx?NID=2857  

 
Action Items 

 Parents/Delegates: please fill out the LCPS Budget form. Be heard and advocate for your 
child! 

 Parent/Delegates please download the meeting summary under the Meeting Summaries 
link on the web site http://www.lcps.org/Page/117454 and email to your principal and 

PTO  
 Email the MSAAC Secretary at dcaulk@modalinc.com with your email address so that 

you can be added to the MSAAC email list 
 Stay up to date via: Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/loudounmsaac 

 MSAAC LCPS web site: http://www.lcps.org/Page/1494 

 

 

  



 

 

Loudoun County Public Schools  
Parent Resource Center 
February Event Schedule 

*Unless otherwise indicated, events are held at the 
LCPS Administrative Building 

21000 Education Court, Ashburn, 20148 
Events will be cancelled when schools are closed or after school activities cancelled. 

Call 571-252-2185 or go to www.lcps.org/prc to register. 
*Simpson Middle School 

*Snow Date Tuesday, February 4 
MANDT for Parents 

Benefit from training on strategies and language that teachers use regarding 
building healthy relationships, communication, and conflict resolution. 

February 8 from 8:30 am – 3:00 pm 
ALLY Advocacy Center Paxton Campus at 601 Catoctin Circle, Leesburg, 20176 

Autism Series: Fostering Friendships 
February 6 at 6:30 pm 

Promoting Independence 
February 27 at 9 am 

If due to a disability, you need assistance or an interpreter, 
 call 571‐252‐2185 10 days before an event.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

TOLBERT PTA

February 2014 
 

Act as if what you do makes a difference.  
It does.  ~William James 

 
 

Important	Dates:	

Feb.	7th:	Pizza	&	Pajama	Bingo,	
																			Doors	open	at	6pm	

Feb.	11th:	PTA	Meeting,	
																					2:45pm	in	the	Library	

Feb.	17th:	No	School,	
																					President’s	Holiday	

PTA President’s Message 
	
Hello Tolbert Families,  
 
I hope you all had a wonderful 2013 and that 2014 is off to a great start!! 
Even though we have missed some school with winter holidays and snow 
days, your PTA has been hard at work planning events and showing our 
support for our students and teachers! 
 
The end of the year was a busy time for all! The PTA showed our appreciation 
to our teachers and staff by treating them to beautiful poinsettias that 
decorated our school lobby. A wonderful holiday cookie bar with delicious 
baked goods and the PTA Coffee Cart stocked with treats and drinks helped 
energize our hard working teachers! 
 
One of my favorite ways we were able to support both our teachers and 
students was to surprise them with a delivery of books that the PTA purchased 
from each teacher’s “Wish Lists” during our Book Fair. Teachers and students 
alike were excited to receive the new books! 
 
The PTA is also very excited to announce our purchase of Recess Bags 
for each class room. We are stuffing huge mesh bags with footballs, soccer 
balls, kickballs, jump ropes and more! Each classroom will receive its own 
Recess Bag to encourage our kids to get out and get moving during recess.  
 
This Winter, Tolbert students and families gathered for our Snowflake Dance 
and Silent Auction. Students danced the night away and enjoyed goodies 
from the bake sale while parents shopped at our Silent Auction! It was a 
great night of family fun! 
 
Another session of After School Programs is underway with nearly 
200 students signed up to enjoy one of our many classes! We are so pleased 
to offer a variety of programs for both boys and girls and something for 
all grades. 
 
Mark your calendars now for a very special Bingo Night!! February 7th at 
6:00pm will be Pizza and Pajama Bingo. Tolbert is in need of landscaping 
updates so that areas around the school and parking lot are safe and our 
children are visible when walking. The PTA is excited to announce that 
proceeds from our Pizza and Pajama Bingo night will go directly to Tolbert’s 
landscaping plan. So, put on your favorite jammies and come eat and play 
with your family and friends! 
 
In the coming months, we will host Spirit Nights, another session of 
After School Programs, our hugely popular Fun Run and more! 
Keep your eyes on the PTA calendar for upcoming events! 
 

Allison	Gallagher	
Tolbert	Elementary	
PTA	President	
allisonvgallagher@yahoo.com
 

Important Reminder: 
 

Save the Date!  

   
Tolbert's 5th Graders will be hosting an 

outdoor movie night on Friday, April 25th, 
to raise money for their end of year party. 

More information to come! 

 

 

Remember to join the PTA. 

Membership envelopes can be 

found in the front office. 

2013-14 Board 
Members:  
President:	Allison	Gallagher	
President‐Elect:	Jennifer	Bittenbender	
VP	of	Fund	Raising:	Lisa	Amazigo	
VP	of	Family	Events:	Donna	Cowan	
VP	of	Assemblies:	Jessica	Heenan	
VP	of	After	School	Programs:	Hilda	Smith	
Treasurer:	Jennifer	Coleman		
Volunteer	Coordinator:	Amy	Baugus	
Secretary:	Allison	Riesz	


