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Dear Parents,

I hope you and your children enjoyed the winter break and made time for rest and relaxation. Prior to the 
Winter Break, a few refreshers were made on the morning announcements to our children about our hat 
and toy policies. Children were reminded that toys are not to be brought to school and hats are not to be 
worn in the building. We know that many children will be excited about new gifts (toys) they will be 
receiving over the holidays but that these gifts (toys) will need to stay home. 

At Hutchison Farm Elementary homework is assigned as a reinforcement of skills taught in the classroom. 
In other words, we assign homework to your children so that they can practice what they have learned. 
Helping with homework is a great way to support your child as a parent. It is easy when trying to help or 
when pressed for time to fall into the role of doing too much. It is easy to feel that it is no longer student 
homework but parent homework. Try to avoid this situation for two reasons. First, it becomes frustrating 
for you and secondly it is difficult for the teacher’s to identify if your child’s learning goals have been met. 
Dr. Harris Cooper, a psychology professor and director of the Program in Education at Duke University, has 
spent more than two decades researching the issues surrounding homework.

A Note from Your Principal about Homework………….

Dr. Cooper’s Homework Tips for Parents……….
Be a stage manager. Make sure your child has a quiet, well-lit 
place to do homework. Make sure necessary materials (paper, pencils, 
and dictionary) are available.
Be a motivator. Homework provides a great opportunity for you to tell 
your child how important school is. Be positive about homework. 
The attitude you express will be the attitude your child acquires. 
Be a role model. When your child does homework, don’t sit and watch TV. If your child is reading, 
you read, too. If your child is doing math, balance your checkbook. Help your child see that the skills 
he is practicing are related to things you do as an adult. 
Be a monitor. Watch your child for signs of failure and frustration. If your child asks for help, provide 
guidance, not answers. If frustration sets in, suggest a short break.
Be a mentor. When the teacher asks that you play a role in homework, do it. If homework is meant 
to be done alone, stay away. Homework is a great way for kids to develop lifelong learning skills. 
Over involvement can be a bad thing.

Cooper, H. (2007). The battle over homework: Common ground for administrators, teachers, and parents (3rd ed.). Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin Press.



Sincerely ,
Heidi E. Smith, Principal 

Mark Your Calendars!

1/3 School Resumes
1/3 No PTA Meeting
1/6 Newsletters Home
1/12 Spelling Bee 8:30am
1/13 Spirit Day – 70’s Day
1/16 Holiday
1/20 End of Grading Period
1/23 Moveable Student Holiday
1/27 Spirit Day – Favorite Team Sport Day

January

Notice ~ If due to a 
disability, you need 
assistance to enable 

you to participate 
meaningfully in any 

of our school 
programs, please 
contact Mr. Hale, 

Assistant Principal at 
703-957-4350 at 
least five working 
days prior to the 

activity.

Counselor’s Corner  Mrs. Horin and Mrs. Pangman

Throughout this school year, we have been focusing on Respect, Responsibility, and Readiness. When 
students leave school for the day, they should have the supplies and books they need to complete the 
homework assignment that is assigned. There are times and circumstances when children forget items 
however, we need your help with reinforcing student responsibility and readiness.  Students will be 
permitted to retrieve forgotten items from the school up until 4:00 pm.  After 4:00 pm, there is not adequate 
supervision in the building and it becomes a safety issue. Thank you for working together with us to ensure 
that our children leave school ready to learn for the next school day! 

Thank you for everything you do in support of your child’s education. At HFES, we appreciate your 
partnership. If you ever have any questions regarding your child, please do not hesitate to contact me. Your 
cooperation and support is always appreciated. 

2/1 Report Cards Sent Home
2/3 Newsletters Home
2/7 8:30 am PTA Meeting
2/10 7:00 pm PTA School Dance
2/16 1:15 pm, 7:00 pm Grade 5 Musical
2/17 Spirit Day – Hat Day
2/20 Holiday
2/24 1:00 pm PTA Assembly 

African Folktales
2/29 Interims Sent Home
2/29 7:00 pm Rising 6th Grade Parent Night – Lunsford Middle School

February

Shelly Horin (Ms. Hanly’s K, Grades 2 & 4) shelly.horin@lcps.org
Sue Pangman (Ms. Boyd and Ms. Corbey’s K, Grades 1, 3, 5) susan.pangman@lcps.org

Happy New Year, Hutchison Farm families! We hope that this newsletter finds you rested and ready for your 
child’s/children’s return to school. 

Interested in slowing down your family’s fast pace? Consider a “Slow Down the Family” New Year’s 
resolution.  Here are some suggestions …

Review the family calendar. Decide what is important and what you can let go. Get the kids involved in the 
decision process. 
Limit to one structured activity per child. Consider having your child involved in one activity at a time. This 
may help children decide which sport or lesson is most important to them. 
Schedule free time. Kids need unstructured free time. Mark in on your calendar! 
Declare family hangout days. Establish a traditional weekly hangout day or half day for your family. 
Whether it’s staying in pajamas all day or watching movies, make it your family time with no interruptions. 
Go outside more often. Go on a nature walk or visit your local park. Your children will enjoy the fresh air 
and the time with you!
For more information go to http://www.education.com/magazine/article/New_Years_Resolutions/

Please feel free to contact your child’s school counselor with any questions 
or concerns you may have. If you would like to discuss possible small group 
opportunities you may call us at 703-957-4352 or e-mail us:

mailto:shelly.horin@lcps.org
mailto:susan.pangman@lcps.org
http://www.education.com/magazine/article/New_Years_Resolutions/


Tech Talk Mrs. Sabbath and Mrs. kuhfahl

Welcome back!  We hope all of you had a joyous holiday season.  This month we will be discussing internet 
safety with the students in the computer lab.

Our first priority is children’s safety.  It is never too early to discuss internet 
safety with your child. Following are tips from the FBI; please reinforce these 
principles at home.

Internet Safety…

•First, remember never to give out personal information such as your name, 
home address, school name, or telephone number in a chat room or on 
bulletin boards. Also, never send a picture of yourself to someone you chat 
with on the computer without your parent's permission.
•Never write to someone who has made you feel uncomfortable or scared.
•Do not meet someone or have them visit you without the permission of your parents.
•Tell your parents right away if you read anything on the Internet that makes you feel uncomfortable.
•Remember that people online may not be who they say they are. Someone who says that "she" is a "12-
year-old girl" could really be an older man. [i]
[i] http://www.fbi.gov/kids/k5th/safety2.htm

December in the Lab…
All students continued their independent work in our math program Math Concepts and Skills.  Third, 
Fourth and Fifth Graders began using Study Island, a program which assists students in preparation for the 
SOLs.  This program is available at www.studyisland.com and is available 24/7.  Kindergartners drew 
pictures of snowmen using Pixie; they also read the story of the Gingerbread Man in Starfall.    First graders 
read stories in a program called Earobics and decorated a ginger bread house in Power Point.  Second 
graders created an acrostic poem on winter.   Third graders are studying Mali;  not only did they see a 
presentation by Mr. Wagner (a HFES parent), but they are creating brochures on Mail using MS Word.  
Fourth graders did a web quest on the phases of the moon.  Fifth graders researched immigration on an Ellis 
Island worksheet.  As you can see, we continue to be very busy in the computer lab!  

Library News  Ms. Pfundstein and Ms. Lichter 

During the month of January all of our students will be introduced to the 2011 Virginia’s Readers Choice 
book titles. The purpose of the Virginia Readers Choice Program is to encourage young readers to become 
better acquainted with contemporary books with outstanding literary appeal and to broaden students' 
awareness of literature as a life-long pleasure.

All of the Primary books are read aloud to Kindergarten - 5th Grade students as part of library 
instruction. All students in the school will vote for their favorite Primary Title and those students who have 
read at least 5 of the 10 Elementary Titles can vote for their favorite Elementary book. Results of our school 
vote are submitted to the Virginia Readers Choice State Committee and the statewide results are 
announced in late April.

We have multiple copies of all of the titles in our library, but copies can also be found at the public 
libraries, at our Book Fairs, and at all of the local bookstores.

2011-2012 Primary Titles (K-2nd)
1. Otis. Loren Long
2. Harry and Horsie. Katie Van Camp
3. We Are In a Book. Mo Willems
4. The Odd Egg. Emily Gravett
5. Testing the Ice. Sharon Robinson

6. A Isn’t for Fox. Wendy Ulmer
7. What Pet to Get. Emma Dodd
8. Machines Go To Work. William Low
9. The Big Elephant in the Room. Lane Smith
10. How Rocket Learned to Read. Tad Hills

http://www.fbi.gov/kids/k5th/safety2.htm
http://www.studyisland.com/
http://www.lcps.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=49334
http://www.lcps.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=49334
http://www.lcps.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=49334


2011-2012 Elementary Titles (3rd-5th)
1. The 100 Year Old Secret. Tracy Barrett
2. 11 Birthdays. Wendy Mass
3. All the Lovely Bad Ones. Mary Downing Hahn
4. Annie Glover is NOT a Tree Lover. Darleen Bailey Beard
5. Captain Nobody. Dean Pitchford

6. Colonial Voices: Hear Them Speak. Kay Winters. Kay Winters
7. The Dog Days of Charlotte Hayes. Marlane Kenedy
8. Drita, My Homegirl. Jenny Lombard
9. How Oliver Olson Changed the World. Claudia Mills
10. Wild Girl. Patricia Reilly Giff

Reflections on Reading   Mrs. Linda Kimmel and Mrs. Paula Assadi 

Determining Importance….

Determining importance is the ability to get to the heart of the text.  It is an important 
strategy to use when reading both fiction and nonfiction.  Children cannot possibly 
recall every single event or detail they read so 
they must learn to distinguish between important ideas that are worth remembering 
and those that are interesting but not critical to understand the text.

The VIP (Very Important Part) strategy is an approach parents can use at home to help 
their children identify the important actions and events in a story.  After children have read a page or two, 
ask them to use a small sticky note or flag to mark the most important sentence they have read.  Just a hint: 
Usually, the important part contains an action that the character takes in a story.  Then ask them to explain 
why they think it is the most important part.  Accept any answers that they can defend with reasonable 
support.  Once children do a good job of identifying the VIP after one or two pages, they are ready to try 
doing this for a short chapter.   A good follow up for this activity is to have children write the action or idea 
in their own words.

Ellin Keene, author of Mosaic of Thought, writes, "Determining what is 
important - arguing and defending - helps build reasoning skills.”

Hola familia Hutchison Farm! Here is a brief report about our 
current and coming activities and topics from your Spanish teachers.

FLES Mrs. Ruiz and Ms. Renteria

First grade: Students have been very attentive and participative. We have already finished the topic
about shapes and we are going to work on numbers, relating the topic with counting shapes and
telling their color and size.
Second grade: Students have finished the topic about body and numbers. They were awesome singing and
dancing the song El Cuerpo Señor! We were working on numbers from one to thirty counting by 10’s and 5’s
and practicing them in and out of sequence. We will continue working on clothing.
Third grade: Students have finished the topic about la casa. They enjoyed making la casa in origami and
performing short conversations. We are studying numbers from one to one hundred naming them in and
out of sequence, counting by 10’s, 5’s and 2’s, and using addition and subtraction to make sums of up to 18.
Our next topic will be classes and subjects.
Fourth grade: Students in fourth grade have already finished the topic about professions and they did great
on their projects about ¿Qué quieres ser cuando seas grande? What do you want to be when you grow up?
They did very well at performing short conversations as well. Right after these activities we will begin to
work on community and directions.
Fifth grade: Students had a mini project to make and label a map of the community. They talked about
their “perfect day” in which they visit three places in their community following the structure: Yo voy a….
Students also had the chance to perform a short sketch asking for directions on how to arrive to a specific
place. Our next topic will be professions.
We hope everyone had a great holiday time and enjoyed sharing with their families!

http://www.liketoread.com/bibliography.php


Artfully Yours   Ms. Wilson and Ms. McEntire

Note-Able Notes From Music Mrs. James and Mrs. Heverin

At Hutchison Farm, we show

Respect, 

Responsibility, 

and Readiness!

Fourth grade students have recently received their recorders and are very excited to 
begin playing.  The ever-popular “Hot Cross Buns” will be the first song they 
learn after winter break. 

Prior to our winter break, we held an all-school multi-cultural holiday sing-along in the gym. As a special 
surprise, our school mascot joined in the fun!  This is an annual event and the children were anxious to sing 
and celebrate.  As an added treat, our 110 voice chorus entertained us with three jazzy holiday numbers at 
the beginning of the program. They did an outstanding job!

Fifth grade students are working diligently on their upcoming show, “Discovery,” to be presented on of 
February 16 at 7:00 p.m.  There will also be a performance that afternoon for the school.  Please mark 

your calendar and come support our talented students!

We hope you had a happy holiday season and we wish you a wonderful new year! 

Hutchison Farm artists continue to be busy and creative! First graders are making 
crocodiles. Some are hanging in our front hallway showing their pointy teeth. Some 
classes have begun “color explosions” with warm or cool colors. Second graders 
have completed 2D and 3D projects about the pueblo people of the Southwest and 
their ancient ancestors, the Anasazi. Third grade classes are painting snowy winter 
landscapes similar to those of American artist “Grandma Moses”. She was a farm 
wife who lived in the Shenandoah Valley for many years and did not become a 
painter until she had grandchildren. Fourth grades have waited patiently for their 
clay Cardinals and Dogwood blossoms to come out of the kiln. They will be finished 
with bright red glaze and should be beautiful. Fifth graders are doing paintings of 
trees silhouetted against a warm orange and yellow sky. These projects will grace 
our hallway sometime in early 2012.

Fast Break with PE Mrs. Force-Lansdowne and Mr. Warthen

We will be starting off the New Year with three weeks of basketball!! All grades will 
be doing basketball activities ranging from ball handling, mini basketball themed 
activities, then on to modified basketball mini games!  This will conclude our second 
marking period.



SEARCH Ms. Faroe

Learning to Fail (and Ultimately Succeed) Creatively…

As a new year begins and the first semester is almost over, thoughts at school turn to the culmination of 
the second semester--tests and exams.  There is no denying that these are extremely important, and a 
school is rightly proud of the achievements of its students, but lest we put too much emphasis on rote 
learning,  memorization, and learning that requires limited creative and critical thinking abilities, it's 
important to remember to include all kinds of thinking, especially creative thinking.  When planning 
instruction for the new year and the next semester, SEARCH teachers make sure to include lessons that 
include all five of the Thinking Keys that form the basis for the entire SEARCH curriculum.

Perceiving Thinking means understanding and learning with your senses. 
The human brain gets input only through the five senses.  We see things, 
in the natural world, in electronic or in print media.  We hear things, in the 
"real" world or electronically.  We feel things, we smell things, and we taste
things.  During SEARCH lessons, students are urged to look and listen carefully 
to make sure they get all the information they can.
Connecting Thinking means linking and ideas information (that you gained through perceiving thinking) to 
see how they fit together.  Students have prior knowledge, and when they receive new information, they 
must connect it with that prior knowledge in order to move their thinking on to the next steps.
Reasoning Thinking means using information to find answers that can be proven, are logical, and make 
sense.  Many SEARCH lessons focus on this kind of thinking because the discipline of thinking in a logical, 
orderly manner serves students well throughout school and throughout life.  Thinking in this way helps 
students to define and solve problems.
Evaluating Thinking means using information to make a decision.  Students receive a lot of information at 
school on a daily basis, and they receive even more information from the natural world, from friends and 
family interactions, from computers and television.  Information, as we all know, is constantly bombarding 
both adults and children.  It is important for children to learn to evaluate information, to decide what 
opinion is and what fact is, what information is necessary and what is inconsequential, what is true and 
what is not proven to be true.  
Creating Thinking means putting ideas, information, or objects together in a new or different way.  In 
Bloom's Revised Taxonomy, this is now the highest level of thinking, and it's certainly the most difficult to 
achieve.  With the emphasis on taking state and standardized tests, this thinking is often neglected in school 
curricula.  SEARCH teachers, therefore, present many lessons which, while using other kinds of thinking as 
preliminary steps, emphasize creativity.  Students, however, often have much more difficulty with creative 
thinking than they do with any of the other kinds of thinking.  

In a recent Psychology Today article, the author, Michael Michalko, examines the  theory that the fear of failure often 
keeps students from being willing to think creatively.  Creative thinking doesn't always have a right or wrong answer.  
There may be many solutions to a problem, and that may be an uncomfortable outcome for students who are 
constantly being urged to produce the right answer.  Creative thinking also results in failure, but with persistence, it 
can ultimately produce successful results that advance learning.   

Why is that?

Whenever we attempt to do something and fail, we end up doing something else. You cannot fail, you can only produce 
results. Rather than judging some result as a failure, ask "What have I learned about what doesn't work?", "Can this explain 
something that I didn't set out to explain?","What can I do with these results?", and "What have I discovered that I didn't set 
out to discover?".

If you just look at a zero you see nothing; but if you pick it up and look through it you will see the world. It is the same with 
failure. If you look at something as failure, you learn nothing; but look at it as your teacher and you will learn the value of 
knowing what doesn't work, learning something new, and the joy of discovering the unexpected.
http://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/creative-thinkering/201108/there-is-no-such-thing-failure



A Word From Our Parent Liaison   Mrs. Smith

Ssmith6@lcps.org
Tuesday/Thursdays 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Community Services
•Family Services (daycare referrals) 703-777-0353
•Childcare/Preschool 703-777-0353
•Elementary Age Programs 703-737-8042
•Youth After School (Middle School) 703-737-8042
•Youth Shelter 703-771-5300

Department of Family Services
•Financial Assistance 703-777-0353
•Emergency Housing 703-777-0353
•Transitional Housing Shelter 703-771-5429
•Loudoun Cares 703-669-4636
•Career Support Services 703-777-0353

Healthcare Services 703-777-0234
•Loudoun Community Free Clinic 703-779-5416
•Dental Care 703-771-5831
•Nutritional Services 703-777-0239
•Mental Health Center – Eastern 571-258-3026
•Mental Health Center – Leesburg 703-771-5100

FAMIS (Family Access to Medical Insurance Security) 
703-777-0353 or 866-873-2647

Loudoun Interfaith Relief 703-777-5911
Dulles Community Church  STOCK- Program

703-961-8882
Multicultural Center www.cmhsweb.org

Loudoun County Guide to Services

Happy New Year Husky families!  This month I have 
a little bit of new information and several reminders.

At our recent Parent Liaison meeting we had a presenter from the Loudoun Workforce Resource Center.  
It is located in Leesburg and is open five days a week.  The Center is a free resource to help anyone who is 
looking for a job.   It is not a job placement service but a resource to help you help yourself be better 
prepared to find a job.   They offer a wide variety of workshops and their information and monthly 
workshop calendar can be found at www.loudoun.gov/wrc.  If you are currently looking for employment 
please visit www.loudoun.gov/careerlinks for the current listings of job available with Loudoun County.

REMINDERS - The second program for the LCSO Internet Safety course is scheduled for January 18th at Mill 
Run Elementary in Ashburn.  The program starts at 6:30 p.m.   For more information call 703-777-0100.

The week of January 16th will be your final opportunity to retrieve items from the Lost & Found.  
At the end of the week all items of clothing will be donated.

Coats – Need them, Don’t need them!  Thank you to our Husky families who have donated new and gently 
used coats.  If you are in need please email me at the above address.  All information is strictly confidential.

December's “Top Dog” Winners!
As part of PBIS program, individual students can be recognized by staff members for 
exhibiting behaviors reflective of our 3Rs (respect, responsibility, and readiness).  If a 

staff member witnesses these behaviors, the student will be recognized with a 
“Paw”esome Award.  The “Paw”esome Awards are then put into the Dog House for a 

chance at being the week’s Top Dog!  One winner is pulled out of the Dog House on the 
Friday Morning News Show.  Congratulations to our December Top Dogs:

Ryan D.         David W.      Ruby H.
Ms. Schneider’s class Mr. Cotter’s class Ms. Fellows’ class

Friendly reminder…
Please do not send party invitations to school to be passed out unless there is an invitation 

for every child in the class, both boys and girls.   Thank you! 

mailto:Ssmith6@lcps.org
http://www.cmhsweb.org/
http://www.loudoun.gov/wrc
http://www.loudoun.gov/careerlinks

