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       From the Horizon PTA

At the PTA General Meeting held on April 14th, the current PTA Executive Board decided it was in the best interest of the school if we spend down some of the money in the reserve funds for educational and classroom enrichment programs. Here is an explanation of the Reserve Account from Amy Sandridge our Treasurer.

Each year the Horizon PTA makes a budget which plans to balance revenues and expenses.  This means that we plan to spend all the money that we make and earn a net income of $0.  This is how all non-profit 501 (c) 3 organizations are required to budget.  In the 12 years at Horizon, the PTA has always been successful with our events and fundraising efforts and careful with our expenses.  This has resulted in net income at the end of the year. This surplus money has been moved into a money market account and saved as a reserve fund.  Each year that we have earned more revenue than we budgeted or spent less than budgeted, we were able to add to this money market account and the reserve account has grown.  The balance in the account as of April 14, 2011 was over $18,000.
We propose to spend up to $15,000 and continue to reserve the rest for future needs or budget shortfalls (if we earn less revenue or spend more than budgeted and need the reserve fund to balance the budget).
We are in a unique and fortunate position to be able to spend our money on programs for our children at the school.  Please continue to support the PTA as it benefits all teachers, students and the entire Horizon community. I feel confident that the PTA Executive board made important decisions that will reach ALL of the children at the school.  We are proud of the hard work that we have done for the school.  
Here is a breakdown and explanation on how we decided to spend the money:
$6,000 to Computer Lab
In order to compliment the Promethean boards, Mrs. Hughes requested that we purchase three sets of Activotes for Horizon.  Activotes work with Promethean boards to allow each student to have a hands-on interactive experience.  It allows the teachers to track and evaluate the participation of each student during lessons.  Activotes are small hand-held devices that allow students to enter an answer which is then transmitted to a central hub.  The data is then complied for discussion/analysis.
$2400 for Virtual Field Trips
These can be purchased by the specialists and classroom teachers to enhance learning in areas such as art, music, history, and science. It allows our students experience opportunities outside of their classroom with possible interactions with other children, artists, musicians and museums throughout the world.

$3000 for JASON PROJECT
The JASON Project connects students with scientists and researchers in real- and near-real time, virtually and physically, to provide mentored, authentic and enriching science learning experiences. 
JASON and its partners create these connections using multiple platforms and technologies, including award-winning, standards-based classroom curriculum developed with NOAA, NASA, National Geographic Society and others; after-school and out-of-school activities; camp experiences; and exploration programs for museums, aquariums, libraries and community centers. The result is a year-round continuum of classroom and out-of-classroom learning. 
Founded in 1989 by Dr. Robert D. Ballard, JASON is a nonprofit organization managed by Sea Research Foundation, Inc. and governed by Sea Research and National Geographic Society. 
 $650 for 2 Video Cameras for the school
Two new video cameras are needed for Horizon TV and the Computer Lab. We are replacing one camera that broke and purchasing a back up camera.
$750 for ScanTron Machine
This will enable all teachers to let the children get used to manipulating the "fill in the bubble" concept for SOLS.   The teachers can use this machine to grade papers and see immediate results for analysis. Scantron's Test Scoring Machine provides a quick, reliable way for teachers to automatically score objective tests (multiple choice, matching, true/false, etc.). Not only do they save teachers the time required to otherwise grade test manually, by scoring 30–40 tests per minute, these machines have proven their reliability, durability, and accuracy since 1972. Scantron offers a selection of testing forms for use with our stand-alone Test Scoring Machines. Through the Scantron Loan Program, schools can have long- term use of one or more of our popular Test Scoring Machines free of charge, including maintenance and training.
 $1700 for New Drum Set for Music
Mr. Grivetti requested that we need thirteen more drums to make a classroom set of 30.  The goal is to bring excitement of world music and drumming to students. This will enhance the teaching of African and Latin American cultures in the classroom.
$500.00 for New Flag Case
Mr. Raye requested that we purchase a flag case for a flag that was flown over Mt. Vernon.  The flag was a gift from George Washington's Mount Vernon Estate and Gardens.  In addition to the flag, the school also received a beautifully framed porthole portrait of George Washington. Horizon students and visitors can view both items located in the school library.   
 
Thank you for all your support!
 2010-2011 Horizon PTA Executive Board: Amy Curran, Mike Morgan, Julianne Pasco, Missy Kingora, Eryn Lampe, Amy Sandridge, Ginny Acuri, Juli Briskman, Laura Ellingwood, Laura Chaale, Joanne Canellos and Ellen Wesoky.
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