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Summary

 Josephine and Richards tell Louise that her 
husband died in a train accident. Louise has a 
heart problem. She cries before going into 
her bedroom alone. Then she realizes she is 
free from her husband and becomes very 
happy because of her husband’s death. She 
goes outside of her room and realizes her 
husband was never dead! She dies and the 
doctors declare that she died of a heart 
problem caused by joy.



Themes

 The oppression of women in a patriarchal 
societies in the 1800’s.

 people’s inabilities to understand a person.

 How delicate and fragile a person can be.



Genre

 Example of naturalism 

 Is a type of literary work that depicts life as 
clearly as possible. 

 It’s an example of naturalism because it 
accurately depicts the social conditions in the 
1800’s. It has no symbolism (very clear) 



Literary Devices
 Situational irony- The husband is not really dead. Louise dies 

at the end. She accepts the death and is happy about it when 
most women would refuse to accept it and be depressed.

 Dramatic irony- The readers know that Louise really didn’t die 
of a heart disease caused by joy.

 Simile- “There was a feverish triumph in her eyes, and she 
carried herself unwittingly like a goddess of Victory.”

 Hyperbole- “She did not stop to ask if it were or were not a 
monstrous joy that held her.”

The author uses literary devices to develop theme by 
using them to depict the characters’ feelings and events 
that initiate them. All these events and ideas tie into the 
fact that Louise is happy with her husband’s death; it 
emphasizes the feelings of women in an era of oppression 
and makes it clearer.



Characterization

 Louise Mallard- She is a young and depressed 
person. The doctor’s misdiagnose her death. 
She is a lonely person who is a very reserved 
person who keeps to herself. She is also 
passive because of how long she was in a bad 
relationship.  

 Josephine- She is a kind and caring person. 
She loves her sister a lot.

 Brently Mallard- He is an oblivious man. We 
can assume that he is not  accepting towards 
Louise’s ideas and wishes and is a controlling 
person since Louise has to bend to his will.



Story Map Louise dies after seeing 
her husband, Brently
Mallard, walk in through 
the door; he never really 
died.

The doctor’s diagnose her 
death as a heart disease 
caused by joy. 

Josephine and Richards tell 
Louise who has a heart 
problem that her husband 
died in a  train accident. 

Louise starts crying.

She goes into bedroom 
all alone and locks 
herself in there.

Louise realizes that she’s 
free from her husband. 

She’s very happy. Her sister, 
Josephine, asks her to come 
out, and they walk down 
the stairs.

Man vs. Self
Man vs. Man

Mood- sad, depressing, 
hopeful, and 
apprehensive.
Setting- the 1800’s in 
the Mallard house



The End
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