
9
th

 Grade Honors Outside Reading List – Mrs. Mai 

Each student will be responsible for reading one book each quarter (as listed below).  For each book there will be a 
project which will be the equivalent of a test grade and due towards the end of each quarter.  I highly recommend that 
each student purchase his/her own books for annotation purposes, however I do have some copies for students to 
borrow.  These books can be found at Amazon.com and also purchased at most local book stores. 
 
1

st
 Quarter Outside Reading 

  The Alchemist by Paolo Coelho 
The charming tale of Santiago, a shepherd boy, who dreams of seeing the world, is compelling in its own right, but gains resonance 
through the many lessons Santiago learns during his adventures. The story has the comic charm, dramatic tension and psychological 
intensity of a fairy tale, but it's full of specific wisdom as well, about becoming self-empowered, overcoming depression, and 
believing in dreams. The cumulative effect is like hearing a wonderful bedtime story from an inspirational psychiatrist. (Amazon) 
 

2nd Quarter Outside Reading 

  The Book Thief by Markus Zusak  

“This is a story told by Death. An interesting point of view perhaps, but as it is set in Germany during World War II, perhaps it is 

entirely appropriate. It is also a story of a young girl, who in spite of having a life that no one would wish on anyone, still manages to 

have glimpses of pleasure through many small things, including the few books that she manages to acquire (or shall we say, steal).” 

(Library Binding) 

3
rd

  Quarter Outside Reading List 

A Fine and Private Place by Peter S. Beagle 

Conversing in a mausoleum with the dead, an eccentric recluse is tugged back into the world by a pair of ghostly lovers bearing an 

extraordinary gift--the final chance for his own happiness. When challenged by a faithless wife and aided by a talking raven, the lives 

of the living and the dead may be renewed by courage and passion, but only if not belatedly. Told with an elegiac wisdom, this 

delightful tale of magic and otherworldly love is a timeless work of fantasy imbued with hope and wonder. (Amazon) 

4
th

 Quarter Outside Reading 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/reader/1892391465/ref=sib_dp_pt


The Lathe of Heaven by Ursula K. Le Guin 

George Orr has dreams that come true--dreams that change reality. He dreams that the aunt who is sexually harassing him is killed 
in a car crash, and wakes to find that she died in a wreck six weeks ago, in another part of the country. But a far darker dream drives 
George into the care of a psychotherapist--a dream researcher who doesn't share George's ambivalence about altering reality. 
(Amazon) 

The Lathe of Heaven is set in the sort of worlds that one would associate with Philip K. Dick, but Ms. Le Guin's treatment of the 
material, her plot and characterization and concerns, are more akin to the humanistic, ethically engaged, psychologically nuanced 
fiction of Theodore Sturgeon. The Lathe of Heaven is an insightful and chilling examination of total power, of war and injustice and 
other age-old problems, of changing the world, of playing God. --Cynthia Ward  

 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/reader/1416556966/ref=sib_dp_pt

