
Dominion Trail Elementary School  

September 2014  

Sept. 16: PTA Meeting, 7pm 
in the Library 

Sept. 17: Market Day orders due 
by 2pm; Online orders 
due by 11pm on Sept. 
18 

Sept. 17: Join Scouting Night, 7-
8pm, in the cafeteria 

Sept. 17: MSAAC Meeting, 7pm, 
LCPS Admin Bldg. 

Sept. 18: You and the PTA Make 
the Perfect Blend Break-
fast, 9am in the Cafete-
ria 

Sept. 24: Market Day Order 
Pickup, 5-6pm in front of 
the Music room 

Oct. 13: Student Holiday 
(Columbus Day) 

Oct. 15: Market Day orders due 
by 2pm; Online orders 
due by 11pm on Oct. 16 

Oct. 15: MSAAC Meeting, 7pm, 
LCPS Admin Bldg. 

Oct. 21: PTA Meeting, 9am in the 
Cafeteria 

Oct. 22: Market Day Order 
Pickup, 5-6pm in front of 
the Music room 

Oct. 24: PTA Monster Mash 

U p c o m i n g  E v e n t s  

Pawprints is delivered electronically 

via the PTA Email List and is availa-

ble on the PTA website. If you wish 

to receive paper copies, please call 

Debbie at 703-726-8736 or notify 

the school office. Thank you! 

Welcome back to school! 

The PTA has been busy planning activities for the 2014-15 school year. We have 

old favorites in the works including ASEP, the Monster Mash and Holiday 

Shoppe. We are adding a few new events like quarterly Spaghetti Dinners and a 

spring Golf Tournament. Join us for the first PTA meeting on Tuesday, 9/16/14, 7

-8 pm in the Library to learn more about our proposed budget and improve-

ments for this year. 

These activities and enrichment opportunities are available to our students be-

cause of the volunteer time and donations from our families. Last year, we were 

able to provide iPads for classroom use and a syncing cart, Reflex Math access, 

Kindergarten books, instruments and much more. Thank you! If you are new to 

the school or haven’t had a chance to learn about the PTA, please consider com-

ing to our “You & the PTA Make the Perfect Blend Breakfast” on Thursday, 

9/18/14, 9-10 am in the Cafeteria. For returning families, it is a great time to re-

connect with old friends and hear about what is going on at Dominion Trail. 

Last year the No Frills Fundraiser was popular. Parents preferred to donate di-

rectly to the school rather than selling wrapping paper, candy or coupon books. 

If you haven’t already, please consider a No Frills donation – 100% of your mon-

ey goes directly to benefitting Dominion Trail students. 

Please become a PTA member this year. No volunteer hours are required, but 

please consider volunteering for some of the fun events and activities we have 

planned. Take a look at the Volunteer Form in your Back to School packet or 

check out the DTES PTA website to find the right opportunity for you. Together 

we can make a positive difference in the success of our children! 

Go Huskies! 

Katherine Goodwin, PTA President 

PTAKatherineG@gmail.com 
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President: Katherine Goodwin 
 PTAKatherineG@gmail.com 

Vice President: Heather Snyder 
 snyderpta@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Kara Burgan 
 kara.gt.burgan@gmail.com 

Secretary: Shannon Burns 
 shannonheather@gmail.com 

Web: www.lcps.org/page/44830  

Facebook: www.facebook.com/dtespta 

Twitter: twitter.com/DtesPta 
 

Meetings: Meetings are the third Tuesday 
of most months. Morning 
meetings are at 9:00am in the 
cafeteria; Evening meetings are 
at 7pm in the library. 

Meeting Minutes:  www.lcps.org/page/44847 

D o m i n i o n  T r a i l  P T A  

1) Join the PTA 

2) Volunteer your time to help with PTA 

programs and activities. 

3) Earn “free” money with our easy pro-

grams like Box Tops, Labels for Educa-

tion, Market Day, grocery card linking, 

Amazon School Rewards, Capri Sun 

pouch recycling, ink cartridge recycling, 

Target Take Charge of Education, My 

Coke Rewards, and other valuable pro-

grams! 

Are you on our PTA email list? Visit http://

goo.gl/PHqzxx to sign up to receive infor-

mation about PTA programs, activities, vol-

unteer opportunities, and more!  

Follow us on Facebook! 

www.facebook.com/dtespta  

Can you bake some goodies? Can you stop at your favorite store and pick up 

some goodies? If you can do either of these, the hospitality committee could 

really use your help! We kicked off this year with a Back to School Breakfast 

followed by a luncheon for the returning staff a week later. Our school staff 

members truly appreciated the generosity of our parents. Throughout the year, 

we ask for donations to support our favorite PTA sponsored events... everything 

from the Monster Mash to Bingo and more! If you are interested in supporting 

our events, please sign up to help as a baker or buyer!  

Submitted by Dena Hargrave, Hospitality Chairperson 

Please join us on Thursday, September 18 at 9am in the DTES Cafete-

ria for the You and the PTA Make the Perfect Blend breakfast. Meet 

some of the other parents. Learn about what we have planned for 

the year. Learn about the different committees from the committee 

leaders. Take notes. Get a calendar. But most importantly, GET IN-

VOLVED. Sign up to help with an activity or project. What we do takes TEAM-

WORK.  

Your children will feel proud that YOU are involved in THEIR school! 

Submitted by Shannon Burns, PTA Secretary 

Thank you to everyone who shared some of their summer 

break with our DTES community by helping with our annu-

al Back to School Breakfast and Back to School Luncheon 

for our fabulous staff members. What a great way to wel-

come back our fabulous staff! 

Welcome to a new year at Dominion Trail! PTA member-

ship and donations from parents enhance our children’s 

learning experiences with support for our classroom re-

sources, cultural arts assemblies, after school enrichment 

programs, field trips, and more. A PTA membership is $10 

per member; $15 for two adults. All proceeds benefit our students’ education 

and are necessary to bridge the gap between the budget provided by the county 

and the supplies our children need to succeed. Want to help by volunteering? 

Contact our Volunteer Coordinator, Michelle Plush at plush2the-

touch@gmail.com. 

Visit the PTA Membership webpage to join. 

mailto:PTAKatherineG@gmail.com
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Email: Are you on our PTA email 

list? Visit http://goo.gl/PHqzxx to 

sign up to receive information 

about PTA programs, activities, vol-

unteer opportunities, and more!  

Facebook: Follow us at 

facebook.com/dtespta  

Twitter: Get the updates at  

twitter.com/dtespta 

Do you enjoy your career? Would you like 

to teach the students at DTES about it? 

Then please consider joining the Guest 

Speaker Roster. We are forming a list of 

potential guest speakers willing to discuss 

their career or share their expertise. Speakers will be con-

tacted by a DTES teacher about when and what they would 

talk about. This is a great opportunity to inspire young minds, 

expand our students' curriculum, and be a part of DTES. 

Please contact Heather Snyder at snyderpta@gmail.com for 

more information. 

The Minority Student Achievement Advisory Committee 

(MSAAC) is dedicated to work in partnership with the 

Loudoun County Public Schools (LCPS), parents and communi-

ty to further the academic, social and cultural development of 

every student and to ensure that the needs of all minority 

students are met. www.lcps.org//Domain/102. Be our dele-

gate! Contact kara.burgan@verizon.net to volunteer. 

With YOUR help, we can avoid asking students 

to sell candy and wrapping paper (where only 10

-50% of the proceeds go to enriching our chil-

dren's educational experience). With “No Frills,” 

100% of the fundraising proceeds go to this pur-

pose. 

The actual cost of field trips, technology, science materials, 

cultural programs, and other education materials far exceeds 

the budget provided by the county.   

The PTA bridges the gap between what the county provides 

and what the students need to succeed. The PTA is asking 

Dominion Trail families to make a tax-deductible donation for 

the 2014-2015 school year.  

Where does the money go? 

 Field trips 

 Technology licenses 

 Classroom subscriptions 

 Classroom and school-level equipment and supplies 

 School assemblies / cultural arts 

 Instructional support 

 Science materials 

 Chorus concert music 

 American Education Week materials / activities 

 Technology equipment (IPAD/Tablet) —educational 
games only 

Incentives! 

Donate before October 3 and your child will be eligible for 

special prizes, including DTES spirit wear, gift cards and free 

treats at PTA events! 

Please look for the donation form in the Back to School pack-

et and help us make our children’s education the best it can 

be. 

Research shows that students with par-

ents who are involved in their school tend 

to have fewer behavioral problems and 

better academic performance than students whose parents 

are not involved in their school. Grades are higher. Test 

scores rise. Self esteem grows.  

We’re not looking for perfection. Everyone has something to 

offer. Find what you like, when you like it, and do it for the 

kids. The gift of your time is priceless and appreciated.  

We have a variety of volunteer opportunities to meet any-

one's area of interest and/or schedule. For more infor-

mation, please contact our volunteer chair Michelle Plush. If 

you are interested, please sign up online or download and 

print the Volunteer Form. After filling it in, please return it to 

the school with your child in an envelope marked: DTES PTA: 

Michelle Plush. Remember, you do not have to be a PTA 

member to volunteer!   

http://goo.gl/PHqzxx
facebook.com/dtespta
twitter.com/dtespta
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“Moveable Mondays” will be used again for 

the 2014-15 school year in all elementary schools to offset 

the disproportionate number of Mondays missed during the 

school year. As a Monday is missed, the Monday schedule is 

run on a subsequent day of the week.  

 Minority Student Achievement Advisory Committee (MSAAC): The Minority Student Achievement Advisory Committee 

(MSAAC) is dedicated to work in partnership with the Loudoun County Public Schools (LCPS), parents and community to fur-

ther the academic, social and cultural development of every student and to ensure that the needs of all minority students are 

met. www.lcps.org//Domain/102. Be our delegate! Contact kara.burgan@verizon.net to volunteer. 

 Loudoun Education Alliance of Parents (LEAP): The Loudoun Education Alliance of Parents (LEAP) is a non-partisan network 

that promotes interaction between parents, teachers, School Board members and members of the LCPS Administrative Team. 

www.lcps.org//Domain/99 

 Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC): The Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC) is composed of parents, 

educators, administrators, business representatives, and interested community groups concerned with the education of stu-

dents with disabilities. www.lcps.org/page/1513 

 LCPS Parent Resource Center: The Loudoun County Parent Resource Center (PRC) is a place where parents and profession-

als can learn about a variety of disabling conditions, the special education process, and resources available to special needs 

students and their families or families whose children are experiencing difficulties in school, home or the community. 

www.lcps.org/Page/76179  

Loudoun County requires adults who 

volunteer on a regular, ongoing basis on-

site (e.g. once a week or more) to have a 

TB screening certificate on file at the 

school. 

If you have a TB Screening Certificate on file with another 

Loudoun County School, please contact that school to obtain 

a copy for DTES. If you need to be screened, please check 

the information below. Please note that occasional class-

room volunteers and field trip chaperones do not need to 

have certificates on file.  

SCREENING: If you need to be screened, there are two op-

tions. Screenings are conducted at the Loudoun County 

Health Department in Ashburn (45201 Research Place, Suite 

120, Ashburn, VA 20147, 571-258-3550). A fee of about $25 

is required if a test is necessary, otherwise the fee is about 

$15 for the service. An alternative is to have your family 

doctor conduct the screening. Contact your doctor’s office 

to make sure TB screening forms are available and that the 

doctor is willing to provide this service. Once you have been 

screened, please submit a copy of the certificate to our 

school office. Once this certificate is obtained, it remains 

valid in subsequent years (assuming there has been no 

known threat of exposure). 

LCPS Board meetings are broadcast live on Comcast channel 

18 and Verizon FIOS channel 43. Broadcasts may also be 

seen via simultaneous web casts on the LCPS website. 

School Board regular business meetings are broadcast live 

on the second and fourth Tuesday of the month, beginning 

at 6:30 pm.  

Parents of Loudoun County Public Schools students have the 

ability to view student meal purchases, check their balances, 

set up low-balance email reminders, view transaction histo-

ry, and schedule recurring payments for cafeteria purchases 

at no charge. A small convenience fee applies if you make 

Visa, Mastercard, or Debit cards to deposit money in your 

child's account, but you will have the opportunity to review 

any fees (and cancel, if you choose) before you are charged.  

For more information, please visit the LCPS Food Services 

website at www.lcps.org/Page/113053. 

http://www.lcps.org/Domain/102
http://www.lcps.org/Domain/99
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DTES is collecting Campbell's Labels 

for Education labels! To find out what products have these 

labels, visit the website. A collection box is in the main office 

or you can send them into the school through your child's 

homework folder. Participating product lines include: Camp-

bells, Dannon Kids Yogurt, Pace, Pepperidge Farm, Post, 

Prego, V-8, and more. 

We recycle Capri Sun and Honest Kid's Drink 

Pouches for money for our school! If you are 

planning a class party or pack these drinks in 

your child's lunch, please bring them to the cafeteria and 

place in the bin marked “Capri Sun/Honest Kids Drink 

Pouches.” This is a great way to earn free money for our 

school. You’re welcome to bring in drink pouches from out-

side organizations as well. 

Did you know that we raised approximate-

ly $8,000 from the grocery club card fund-

raising programs last year? And that was 

with around 200 cards enrolled in both the Giant & Harris 

Teeter programs. We currently have 500+ families at DTES – 

we’d love to see every family’s cards enrolled. If you have-

n’t had a chance to enroll your cards yet, please use the 

online form or the form on the PTA website and we’ll do it 

for you. For more information contact Kara at Ka-

ra.gt.burgan@gmail.com. 

DTES collects reward codes from Coca-

Cola products, which can be used to pur-

chase school supplies & equipment 

through the Coke Rewards catalog. These 14 character 

codes can be found on bottle caps or can packaging. Send 

the codes to school through your child’s homework folder 

and we can enter the codes for you. Or you can send an 

email with the codes to kara.gt.burgan@gmail.com and 

we’ll do the rest. 

Visit the website and select DTES as 

your designated school by using 

the school ID of 1814. Enter your Target RED card infor-

mation and DTES will earn a percentage of your purchases. 

Last year DTES raised about $460 from this program! 

Thanks to everyone for using the DTES Amazon link (http://

www.amazon.com?_encoding=UTF8&tag=domtraelesc09-

20) while shopping on Amazon's website last year; we were 

able to generate almost $625 through this fundraising pro-

gram. Make sure to keep this link bookmarked and continue 

to use for all of your back-to-school purchases!  

Clip Box Tops labels from participating 

products, place the labels on the collec-

tion sheet or in an envelope marked with 

your child’s name and teacher/classroom, and have your 

child drop them in the collection bin in their classroom. 

DTES receives 10¢ for each returned label. Register on the 

Box Tops website to find out about more ways to earn 

through special programs and contests. Last year DTES 

raised about $2,500 from this program! For more infor-

mation contact Shannon at  shannonheather@gmail.com. 

Market Day offers a wide selec-

tion of over 180 high quality foods at competitive prices, 

many of which are not available in your grocery store. Shop 

from the Market Day website using code #14129 and a per-

centage of your purchase earns money for DTES. Last year, 

DTES received approximately $1600 from Market Day.  

Have a question about a fundraiser? Contact Kara at 

kara.gt.burgan@gmail.com for information. 
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