
The Cool Spring Times 

THE PRINCIPAL’S PEN 

We hope that all of our families had some time to rest and 
relax during the Thanksgiving holiday last week. With the 
leaves coming off the trees and these recent cold mornings, 
we know that winter will soon be here!  

Earlier this fall, Cool Spring  transitioned into use of a sup-
plemental math software program called I-Ready. This will 
be taking the place of the Dreambox program which was used 
the last couple of years. Students in Grades 1-5 have been us-
ing this program at school as one option for reinforcing  math 
skills and concepts. Kindergarten students will begin use of 
the program in the coming weeks.  I-Ready provides engag-
ing math  activities that  target number sense, computation, 
geometry, place value, pre-algebraic concepts and problem 
solving. The program  levels content based on students’ re-
sponses during a brief pre-assessment period, so students 
work on skills at their level. The program also has available 
some reporting features which can be useful in the class-
room.  

I-Ready is available for students to use at home as well.  Stu-
dents can access I-Ready through the  LCPS GO portal.  Stu-
dents are encouraged to  use I-Ready a few times  a week (or 
perhaps on the weekend).  Students log in to I-Ready using 
their lunch number (user name) and birthday (password).  
We hope that this program will be  a good resource for stu-
dents to use in and out of school. 

Finally, Cool Spring is again helping families in need this hol-
iday season with our Giving Penguin.  The Giving Penguin 
tree is set up in the school lobby. To participate, families may 
take a tag from the tree, purchase and wrap the gift and then 
send the gift back in to school with the penguin attached. 
These gifts directly help families in our Cool Spring commu-
nity. We appreciate  and thank you in advance for your gen-
erosity. 

 

 

DEC. ‘16-JAN. ‘17 

 

Dec. 3rd  

 Saturday with Santa 9AM-1PM 

 

9th  

Tacky Sweater Day 

PBIS School-Wide Movie 

 

14th 

Interims Sent Home 

PTA Spirit Night– Chic Fil A 

Gr. 4-5 Chat ‘n Chew 

 

15th  

Winter Chorus Concert 1:45/6:30PM 

PTA Cookie Exchange 

 

21st 

Sing Along 1:45PM 

 

Jan. 10th 

PTA Meeting 3PM 

 

16th 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday– No School 

 

17th-18th 
PTA Spirit Night– La Villa Roma 

 

20th 

PTA Movie Night 6:30PM 

27th 

Teacher Workday-No School 



Stay Connected with Penguin news and highlights  @CoolSpring_ES  

As we have been working to implement project based learning experiences as part 

of the LCPS One to the World instructional initiative, we have spent some time 

learning about and discussing the various elements which should be included with-

in project based learning experiences. Consideration and inclusion of the project 

design elements directly influences the teaching, student learning and work in 

which the students are involved with during the project. One of these design ele-

ments is ‘Voice and Choice’.  Voice and choice pro-

vides students the opportunity to have input in or 

control over various aspects of their project. We 

recognize that when students have the opportunity 

to make decisions about their work, they are in-

creasingly likely to be invested, engaged and take 

ownership of their learning.  Voice and choice can 

look different based on the grade level and project 

focus.  For example, students may select the prod-

uct they are going to create in order to demon-

strate their learning and that supports their project topic. Or perhaps, students 

may take on different roles within their group work.  Students have had voice and 

choice opportunities related to their project based learning experiences, and as we 

move forward,  we’ll be looking at options for providing  greater voice and choice 

within our ongoing units of study. 

MUSICAL NOTES 

ONE TO THE WORLD MOMENT 

In Music,  all of the students  

will be participating in various 

lessons that relate to Tchaikov-

sky's "The Nutcracker" through-

out the month of December. Al-

so, look out for the Cool Spring 

Chorus winter concert on Dec. 

15th at 6:30. They're sounding 

amazing and it should be a 

great concert to get us all in the 

winter spirit! 
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THE LIBRARY CORNER  

Our Reading Club, Chat ‘n Chew is 

available to fourth and fifth grade 

students—meetings are held dur-

ing lunch time and books are pro-

vided by PTA. We are looking for-

ward to our next meetings- De-

cember 14 and January 18.  

THANK YOU to all the stu-

dents and parents who  have 

bought books at the book fair. The sales from the book fair 

help support reading programs for the school and resources 

for reading, including books for classrooms and Kindles. 

Thanks again to the moms and students who worked at the 

fair.  

Remember that if your child is having a birthday and you 

would like to buy a birthday book to donate to the library, 

please be part of our birthday book club! The form is found 

on the library webpage under birthday book club. The book 

you purchase stays in the school library for years to come! 

 

FROM THE ART DEPARTMENT 

It's hard to believe that it is already December!  Coming up 

this month, the students will be creating crafts that they can 

take home for the holidays.  I could tell 

you more about it...but it may be a 

"surprise!"  Then in January, one student's 

art work will be selected to represent Cool 

Spring in the LCPS Digital Art Show.  This 

art will scroll as part of a digital art display 

on the county website for one 

month.  There will be more information to come after the 

first of the year.  

A NOTE FROM THE 
COUNSELOR 

December and January will 

focus on diversity, ac-

ceptance, and empathy.  

Students will also be giving 

compliments to each other, 

and should be proud to 

bring home their list of nice 

things said from their 

classmates.  Fall support 

groups will be ending in 

December and winter 

groups will begin in Janu-

ary.  If you would like your 

child to participate in a 

group, please look for the 

permission slip in your 

child’s Thursday folder 

January 5th.  
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PE NEWS 

It’s here! We are just a couple days away from PTA’s Sat-
urday with Santa, to be held Saturday, December 3 from 
9AM-1PM.  There will be a light  breakfast, craft activi-
ties, games and the Scholastic Book Fair will be open. The event will also feature a num-
ber of local vendors staged in the multipurpose room, perfect for some adult shopping, 
and a special ‘Secret Shop’ for the students to do some gift buying of their own. Of course,  
Santa will be here to visit and have pictures taken with the kids! If you did not pre-order 
tickets, no problem! Tickets can be purchased at the door. As always our volunteers are 
part of what make our events a success! Volunteers are still needed; please see the SUG 
below for volunteer needs. We hope to see many of our students and families  on Satur-
day! 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0f4ba4ab23a57-asaturday 

 

During the month of December our students 
will be participating in Dance and Gymnas-
tics units.  Students will learn a variety of 
dances, balances, jumping and landing, and 
weight transfer skills.  Please be sure to re-
mind your students to wear proper PE cloth-
ing for the tumbling, and gymnastics units.  
Proper clothing will aid in successful student 
movement.  
Students will also participate in Circuit 
Training during our Tumbling unit.  Our 
goal is to create stronger, healthier students 
and we can achieve this by maximizing stu-
dent participation.  In the older style of 
physical education, teachers utilized relay 
lines, which in turn cut down on the amount 
of time a student was active during class.  
Through circuits we can insure that 100% of 
students are moving 100% of the time.  
We will be bringing in the New Year with 
several new activities.  Our 4th-5th grade stu-
dents will start off the month of January 
with Mid-Year Fitness Measurements.  After 

completing these measurements, the stu-
dents will compare their scores to the ones 
they achieved in the fall.  They will then re-
evaluate their personal fitness goals and set 
new ones for the Spring Fitness Measure-
ments.  Our 1st-2nd grade students will be 
having a locomotor skills check up at the be-
ginning of the month and will participate in 
parachute activities during the middle of the 
month.        
Our academic content for the next two 
months will cover the five levels of intensity.  
We will focus many of our lessons on inten-
sity level four-- the heart health level.  Please 
talk with your student about intensity and 
how it impacts our bodies.   
You can find the latest Physical Education 
information on our webpage.  We wish eve-
ryone a wonderful Holiday Season and a 
Happy Healthy New Year!   

 

SATURDAY WITH SANTA 
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http://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0f4ba4ab23a57-asaturday


The Washington Post Teacher of the Year Award 
2016-2017 

 

Nomination Form 
 

Loudoun County Public Schools 
 
Instructions:  Please provide the following information to nominate a teacher to receive The Washington Post 
Teacher of the Year Award.  All materials requested must be attached to this nomination form.  The completed 
form and supporting documentation must be returned as specified below.  Because selection is based on the 
Nomination Packet, care should be given to its clear preparation. 
 
Complete Name of Nominee: _________________________  Home Phone: _______________ 
 
Nominee's School/s:  ____________________________   Grade or Subject:________________ 
 
Nominator:  Name:_______________________________________   Phone:  _____________ 
 

  Address:___________________________________________________________ 
 
Relationship to Nominee (check): ____fellow teacher ____former student ____student   ____parent ____administrator ____other 
 
ELIGIBILITY:  Nominees must be certified, full-time teachers (including itinerant and resource) in grades  
pre-kindergarten through 12 in the public schools of Loudoun County.  All nominees must have completed a 
minimum of five years teaching experience, three of which must be IN LOUDOUN COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS, 
at the time of nomination.   
 

NOMINATION CRITERIA: Nominees must be teachers who: 
 

1.    Instill in students a desire to learn and achieve 
2.    Understand the individual needs of students, encourage their talents, and foster their self-esteem 
3.    Demonstrate a thorough knowledge of subject matter and the ability to share it effectively with      
       students 
4.    Foster cooperative relationships with their colleagues and the community 
5.    Demonstrate outstanding leadership 
6.    Maintain their teaching positions throughout the 2017-2018 school year 

 
 

As the NOMINATOR you must include with this form the following materials: 
 

 A minimum of four statements of support, one of which must be from a professional educator, 
with a maximum of 8 statements (including the nominator’s statement of support) 

 A brief career summary of the nominee: include work history, all degrees earned and other honors 
received  

 A description of contributions made by the nominee in the above nomination criteria: one page for 
each criterion, in 12 pt. font, with a basic statement for criterion number six  

 

IMPORTANT:  Nomination materials should be typed or written in black ink and copy-ready.  Please do not 
submit packets in three-ring binders or other presentation folders.  The use of paper clips or binder clips 
facilitates photocopying.  If students write in pencil, a typed copy of their writing should be included with the 
original.  Please do not include videotapes, original photographs, or newspaper clippings in your 8½” 
X 11” copy-ready packet.  (Any required photographs will be taken by Loudoun County Public Schools.)   
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
COMPLETED NOMINATION PACKETS must be received by 4:30 p.m. on Monday, December 
19, 2016 for a nominee to be considered.  Please send or deliver completed packets to: 
 

Mrs. Teri Finn 
Supervisor of Elementary Education 
Loudoun County Public Schools 
21000 Education Court 
Ashburn, VA 20148 

 
Contact the Office of Elementary Education at 571-252-1290 with questions.  
 
Further information about this program is attached to this form. 
 



The Washington Post Teacher of the Year Award 
 

Quality education is essential to the well-being of our 

society, and good teachers are the foundation of our 
educational system.  The Washington Post established the 
Teacher of the Year Award to recognize teachers who 
exemplify excellence in their profession.  The goals of The 
Washington Post Teacher of the Year Award are to 
recognize excellence in teaching, to encourage creative and 
quality instruction and to contribute in a substantive way to 
the improvement of education in the Washington 
metropolitan area. 
 

Eligibility 
 
Nominees must be full-time teachers (including itinerants) 
in grades pre-kindergarten through 12 in an accredited 
school in one of the below jurisdictions.  Each nominee 
must have completed a minimum of five years’ teaching 
experience, three of which must be in the school or school 
system in which he or she is currently serving. 
 

 District of Columbia 
 

 Maryland: Anne Arundel, Calvert, Charles, 
Frederick, Howard, Montgomery, Prince George’s 
and St. Mary’s Counties 

 
 Virginia: Alexandria, Arlington, Fairfax, Falls 

Church, Fauquier, Loudoun, Manassas, Manassas 
Park, Prince William and Stafford Counties 

 

Nomination Criteria 
 
Nominees must be teachers who: 
 
1. Instill in students a desire to learn and achieve 
 

2. Understand the individual needs of students, encourage 
their talents and foster their self-esteem 

 

3. Demonstrate a thorough knowledge of subject matter 
and the ability to share it effectively with students 

 

4. Foster cooperative relationships with their colleagues 
and the community 

 

5. Demonstrate outstanding leadership 
 
6. Maintain their teaching positions throughout the  
       2017-2018 school year 
 

Nomination Process 
 
1. Nominations may be submitted by teachers, students, 

former students, parents, administrators or the general 
public. Teachers may not nominate themselves. 

 
2. Nomination materials must include: 
 
 A minimum of four statements of support, one of which 

must be from a professional educator 
 A career summary 
 A description of contributions in each of the 

nomination criteria 
 

Selection 
 
Public Schools 
 
Each participating public school system will receive and 
screen nominations and will make their final selection, in 
accordance with the criteria and nomination process listed 
here.  A selection committee of individuals that represent 
teachers, administrators, parents, and The Washington Post 
will review nomination materials for each finalist.  
Nominations are scored using a standardized rubric.  One 
(1) finalist will be selected as The Washington Post 
Teacher of the Year.  The winner will be notified be The 
Washington Post on Wednesday, March 1, 2017.   
 
Completed Nomination Packets for LCPS  
teachers must be submitted to the address below  
by 4:30 p.m., Monday, December 19, 2016. 
     
Awards will be presented at The Washington  
Post ceremony in the spring. 
 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CALL  
OR EMAIL: 
 

Mrs. Teri Finn 
Supervisor of Elementary Education 
Loudoun County Public Schools 
21000 Education Court 
Ashburn, VA 20148 
 

 Teri.Finn@lcps.org 
Phone:  571-252-1290 
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