
 
 

Mrs. Serpico’s 
Classroom Newsletter  

Thank you for coming to our classroom during American Education Week.  The children really enjoyed 
showing off their community map and writing down directions with you to get around their neighborhood.  
I am so happy you were able to see their hard work in action.  I also want to thank the volunteers that 
have put together our class directory, cut things out for class projects, and those that are able to volunteer 
in the classroom.  Remember if you can donate to our Problem Solving themed basket for the special 
auction in February, it would be greatly appreciated.  It will be full of fun, engaging activities for those” I’m 
bored” days!        With Warm Regards,  Mrs. Serpico 
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Curriculum 

PTA 
Thank you to the PTA for the wonderful soup 
& salad luncheon! It was wonderful. 

Social Studies/Science – We are beginning our Native 
American unit.  The children will be learning about 
habitats and explore the Native Americans in the 
Eastern Woodlands, the Plains, and the desert 
Southwest. To show their understanding for each 
group the students will create their own triorama. 
Math – In math the students will be building on their 
work with +/- strategies to begin adding two digit 
numbers. We will then move on to adding and 
subtracting with regrouping.  Regrouping is one of the 
most important skills that students will learn in 2nd 
grade.  They will need to be able to explain the 
process in writing to make sure they have a clear 
understanding of what they are doing and why.    
Readers Workshop – We will continue working on skills 
in small groups and as a whole class.  These skills will 
focus on self-monitoring for word meaning along with 
identifying story elements-characters, setting, 
problem, solution, and major events in sequence. We 
will also be working on gathering information from 
non-fiction books using titles, captions, and diagrams. 
Writer’s Workshop –The students will finish our unit on 
realistic fiction and begin nonfiction writing.  We will 
use what we learn from studying nonfiction in our 
reading to write our nonfiction books.  They have also 
written their first pen pal letter to our friends in 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

 

Strategy Tip 
As we begin our addition and subtraction of two digits, it is very important that the children are able 
to recall their math facts fluently.  Having this skill mastered will allow them to concentrate on the 
skill of regrouping.  If you find your child still counting on his/her fingers or having to make 
pictures/tally marks to solve these facts, I strongly encourage you to focus on practicing these facts 
nightly.  We are definitely seeing the progress of those practicing on a regular basis.  They are 
grasping the concepts easier and it is showing in their work.  ReflexMath is one great tool to use. 

Reminders to Parents  
1. Holiday Party- We will have our party on 

Dec. 20 @ 9:30-10:45am.  Please 
remember there will be no gifts 
exchanged.  All parents and siblings are 
welcome! 

2. We welcome you to visit & eat lunch with 
your scholar.  Please remember you will 
need a photo ID when signing in – for all 
the students’ safety. 

3. Please remember to check your child’s 
planner and sign it daily. 

 

Upcoming Events 
 PTA Winter Wonderland - Dec. 7 
 Assembly- Dec. 9 
 Principal Coffee @ 7:00am&7:00 pm- Dec.10 
 Book Orders Due - Dec. 11                                  
 Interims Home - Dec. 11 
 Citizen of the Month @ 8:00am- Dec. 13 
 Parents Night Out - Dec. 14 
 Holiday Sing-Along - Dec. 18 
 PTA Cookie Exchange - Dec. 19 
 Classroom Holiday Party@ 9:30-10:45am- Dec. 20 
 Thanksgiving Holiday- Nov. 27 – Nov. 29 
 Winter Break- Dec. 21- Jan. 1 

If you have any questions, you can reach me @ my e-mail (susan.serpico@lcps.org) or leave a message @ the 
office (571-252-2120).  I will get back to you within 24 hours.  OPEN COMMUNICATION is the key.  Thank you! 

 

Our class will continue to promote making smart behavior choices during these next exciting and busy 
couple of months. We will continue working to stay focused on the task at hand independently and in 
group.  The class is earning marbles to put in a jar.  When that jar is filled, we will have a pj and pillow pet 
/ stuffed animal day in which they will be able to lay down and read!  Remember Respect for Self, Others, 
and Property! 

 

PBIS info 

Birthdays 
Sravanth - Dec. 6 
Noelle - Dec. 10 
Sarah - Dec. 28 
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