
Loudoun  County  Public  Schools  

CATOCTIN NEWS 
Guidelines, Headlines, Bylines for February 

Noteworthy Dates: 
2/14: Valentine’s Day 
2/15: Mobile Dentist Day; 
MSAAC Mtg,  7:00pm -  
Admin Bldg  
2/16: PTA Family Fun 
Night@PUMP IT UP-
Choose your time, 4:00p - 
5:30p or 5:30p- 7:00p 
2/17: Raffle Basket Dona-
tions Due; 2nd Grade Chi-
nese New Year Celebration, 
12:30p 
2/20:  Holiday - Presidents 
Day; PTA Spirit Day@ 
Chuck E Cheese,  11am - 
9:00pm  
2/23: 5th Grade Course Se-
lection Forms DUE 
2/24: Spirit Day; PTA Spa-
ghetti Dinner, 5:30pm - 
7:30pm  
2/27: Odyssey of the Mind 
Spontaneous Problem Night,  
6pm (Open to ALL) 
2/28: Kirby Kangaroo Day 
2/29: Interims go home 
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Let your voice be heard! 
Please complete this quick 

online survey! 
 

http://www.research.net/s/
CAT_Parent_201112  



We hope that Spring is just around the corner……. And so is the annual Used Book Sale at 

the Library! We will start collecting gently used books for this sale on Monday, February 27th 

and we will continue collecting through Monday, March 12th. Please remember that students 

receive shopping credit for every 10 items donated to the sale. We also encourage you to 

come and shop with us on Wednesday, March 14th and Thursday, March 15th. The chart below 

will help you in sorting the items to bring for donation. Thanks so much for your help!! 

ITEMS TO BRING ITEMS NOT TO BRING 
  

Children’s hardcover books 
Children’s paperback books 

Adult hardcover books 
Adult paperback books 

Book and tape sets 
Videos/DVDs 

Coloring books 
Magazines 

Workbooks to write in 
Textbooks 

Encyclopedias 
Software 

Reader’s Digest Condensed books 
Torn or damaged books 
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So far creating snowman collages and printing snowflakes hasn’t done anything to increase 

the snow production here in northern Virginia.  No one can say that we didn’t try, we’ve had 

snow on our minds, in our hearts, and in our artwork (sigh) maybe we should stop thinking 

about it and it will come.  All of this means that in February we will be moving away from snow 

and working on a variety of other projects. 

 The fifth grade is working on some op art using complimentary colors.  The color pairs 

create contrast and are used often in advertising and team colors.  Purple and yellow seems 

to be popular with many college teams but red and orange is a close second.  Ask your fifth 

grader why graphic designers might pick those colors for a team or school. 

 The fourth graders are working on drawing from real life.  We have a still life set up in 

the classroom that they are using to draw from.  They are doing a great job.  Third graders 

are working on mosaics like the ones found in Ancient Pompeii.  We are using real tile and 

they are turning out great. 

 The second graders are working on some paintings; we are focusing on proper brush 

usage along with composition.  The first graders are reviewing primary colors to secondary 

colors.  We are using Model Magic and creating beads with the new colors they have created.  

The beads will then be used to create symmetrical designs for necklaces. 

 We have fun in the art room, but we are always using our higher level thinking skills 

and problem solving skills.  The best part is that the kids don’t always realize they are work-

ing, they just think they are having fun!!! 



�@-*,$*E��@$*�;�/@(�"@%%@*+���@�������	���"	�������	������E�������������

(���������	� ����?
	������?�����������
���
���������
���
���������
����������	����
�����	�	���	���
���

��������
	��������;�������������������������������� 	�������������	���	

���
�����������	���$/3���	�	���

	����������	
����F��(�	
��	�A���	��

��	�������������	�����	
���������� 	

�������������������������

������������� ��������������������A����
�������	����������������G��������������
�	����
	����������-��

	����

����������	�������������	���������������
���	���	

	��������	����������������
�	�����������������

	�������	������
�	�����������������	�������	���	�������
�	��������
���(���	����	��	��������F��"��A��


�� ����-
���A��%�<�������������������>�

%����������-
���A��%�<�������������	����	��5888������������	�����������������������	��
����	��+�

H���������*����
��	��+��
�	����

���������

������������	�������	���

H���������,���������	��+�
�	����

������<�
�	��	�������	������������
���������	I���

H���������$��
�	��+��
�	����

��������������	�������	���	�����	�	
������ �

H���������$��
�I	��+��
�	����

���������������������

��������������	�������	����	�����������	������
��	���

��	��

H���������@��
���	��+�
�	����

������<�
�	�����������	��	�������	���	�������
�����������	������

H��������������	��+��
�	����

�����������������	����������	����
����	����������	������������
��������	�

���
��
�������

)�����������������������
�������� 	

������������������
�� ��������&����������'���������������������#��


���������
	��
��������	��	��
��������������
���

�����������	I�������<�
�	������������������������

%�����<�����������-
���A��%�<������
���������������������	��	��
�����	
���������������	�������
�

G���	���������	�����%�	��	������
���
����������������
����������������������������
�����������
�������

���������������������
�������������������������	����������
F�

%���/��	���
������	
�����%�����������@��
	�����������������	��
��������	���������
����������������	
�

�������� �������������������������������
	���������#��������������	�
���������/�%@���
�	���&����+��

���������������	�	����
������
�������'��������������������
������	�����������	�	�	������������

������+�

"#�������
��������������$��%������
�����%�
������
���
���
���
�&
�
����������	�����

%�
�
��'����
�� ��
��� ��
���'���	�
���
����
��(�)�
�
���
�������
���
��������
	
�����
����

�����������
�����*���+���
�����
���$��%������"���,����
���������
���
����	� �������
���

��������
������������
���
���������
���	
���

���
���������	���-�������	��������
�����%�

&
�
��
��
��������
���������
��%�
���%
��������.��
���
���/ �%�
������
��
����	
�����

��
����.�
����
���/ ������
	��������
��
�����.��������
	�� ����
������
	��/���0
$���
�1

����������������
��� ���
������	���� �
���	
$��
��
�����"2��3�
���������"����"2��0�
�"�

���$������4�����
����������
������%�
���
�����������������
����
����
���������564�04��
�

	�	�������$����
�����

����
�����
�����������������
���%����������
&�����



"�����
	
�
������
���%
����
���
�������
���
��1���
�����+���
�������5��
�
���%
������

��
�����
	
���
����������%�
�
����+���
������
����������
�����
��
�
�
�
���
�����������%
���

��������
�$��"����0
$���
	���&�����&��
���.���
����
������
������
������������&������%��
��/ �

���
�$��������
������%�
�����������
��������
����
���� �%���������
�$����
��
����	
�
���%
��


	����
�� �
�����%���7����	
��������
��
���������������������������
����
���������
� �����

�������%�
���
��������������������
��8��9����
����������:��������	�	����%����������
�����

��
��%��������%����
��������;��-�%��
��
��������������������;��<����
������
����
	
���9���1

�
��%�
����
�������
���&���
����&���
�

��
���������������#��8�����������
������%�	��
&
�
���


���
����������������
��11
������=�

"0���8�
���
���
���8���&�����
�����������:�
%
������������%�
�
�� �%�
�
��������������
�
��(�
��������
����������	���
�����+�����
��������
���
���
����
�����
���
���
�
�
���"���:�
%
���
�
�
������
��
���
���
��������
����������
���
���������0���&������������
����
�����
�����"%�
��"�
����
��������
%
�����)����

���
���������,���������� ���
����
���%
������
�������
���
��
��
�� �

����&����
����%
���
���
����%
������
���	����
����	
�
������%�
�
���
����������
�������
"��
�
���
��
����

��
��
&
��(�%�
�
���
�������
��������������	�������
�����

�������+�����
0��������
��1��1�
���
����
��
��� ���
��������	������������
�����
��%�
�
������&���	
���
�����
��� ���
�����
�
����
����+
������%�������
$
���
���%�
�
�� �
�����
��%�
�
���
��

	���

� �
�������������	�����������
�
&���� �
��
��
������"��-�����������
��������	���
���%
���
�
�7����%�
�
�����>�����
�����������
���
���
���������$��������%�
���
�����������
���
����
��
�1
�������
�����>��%��������
�������	
���%
�����
������
���
������� �%�
�
���
��
��������� �	
$1

��������
����
��� ����9����%�
�
���
������������
�����
����������
��
����
��	
$���
���	����

�������
���
��������
"��
�
���
��������
&���������
��
������������
�$
���
�����
��
����������������������
����	�"���
3��	
�����%�
������������� ���
�
���
��������

� �����%�
�
�� �%�
���
����������
�����&
�%���

��
���
�
�����	��
	�� �
��������
���
���&�������9��� �
������4&���
��	
�����
���� ����������

����+�������������
��������+��

�����
������%���������&���������	����>�
���
����%��$
���
��
����
�����
���	�����&����
��������
������
��%��$���0���������������
��
���������
&��%�
�
���
��&�������=������������
������)�������%�	
���

� �
�$���������������
��
�9����
�������
��
���1
�
�������������������
�����%������&���
	�����	�����$��������
������%�
�����%������������
��������������&��
�������	������
� �
������������ �����
������������
���%��
����	
�
���
����1
�������
�����
�������%��
��
�
�����
?�
���������3504����
���
�� �����
����������
����
�����
��������%���
��"�6@04"====�
.�����������%
� �
����������������
�������������@�8��
�����%
����������������
��������
�$�

�����%���� ������
�� �	�
�
�� �
�����	��=/�
��
��



 
CONGRATULATIONS to our Chorus!  These awesome singers presented a terrific 

Winter Concert to a full house on Friday, January 20.  The audience was dazzled by the 
diverse repertoire of music presented as well as the blend of warm harmonic voices.  Assist-
ing were several fourth and fifth grade students who introduced each song.  It was a great 
evening! 

 
Chorus has formed for the second semester and has grown quite a bit!!  Mrs. B. is 

very excited to have so many interested and talented students participating!   They have al-
ready started rehearsing and the quality of sound is simply amazing!!  You may want to 
mark April 20, 2012, (our Spring Concert) in your calendar.   

 
Auditions for the Loudoun County All-Elementary Chorus were held recently for 

fifth grade students.  Assisting with the auditions were Mrs. Miller, technology resource 
teacher, Mr. Lotz, guidance counselor, Mrs. Nevius, second trade teacher, and Mrs. Ben-
nett, art teacher, Miss Krissy Smith, fifth grade teacher, Mrs. Caitlin Stratuik, fourth grade 
teacher, Mrs. Alaina Smith, third grade teacher, and Ms. Wright, kindergarten teacher, and 
Mrs. Bennett, music teacher. Fifteen brave fifth grade students auditioned for the prestigious 
honor to represent Catoctin at the All-Elementary Chorus in April.  Selected to represent Ca-
toctin are Smith Drupa, Megan Lewis, and Craig Tilghman.  Congratulations!! 

 
The third grade students are preparing for their upcoming musical scheduled for 

Friday, March 23.  Mark your calendars and plan to join us for The Hundred Year Snooze, 
a fresh, new version of the fairy tale “Sleeping Beauty!” 

 
CAN YOU HELP?  Mrs. Bennett is looking for clothing items that can be used for 

costumes for the  upcoming Third Grade musical!  We are looking for anything that 
could be used for ‘royalty’.  If you have fancy dresses or skirts (think queen or princess), 
crowns, wands, Renaissance-style princess hats, jester costumes and hats, Renaissance 
peasant style skirts or shirts for boys, king/prince costumes, etc., PLEASE let Mrs. B know 
as soon as possible.  You may contact her at school or email her at 
Kathy.Bennett@lcps.org. 

  
Fifth grade students are reminded that February 16, 2012, at 7:00 p.m. (for stu-

dents whose last name begins with A-M) and February 21, 2012, at 7:00 p.m. (for students 
whose last name begins with N-Z), are the Simpson Middle School Instrumental Clinic 
Nights.  Any fifth grade student who will be attending Simpson Middle School and is inter-
ested in taking band next year MUST attend the clinic.  Attendance at the clinic is RE-
QUIRED for students who wish to take band.   

 



Kindergarten 1st Grade 

Responsive Instruction –Fall and Spring Universal Screening Results 

This is Catoctin Elementary’s 2nd year participating in 
Responsive Instruction.  Our target skill is “reading flu-
ency.”  All students (K-5) were Universally Screened in 
reading fluency in September and again in January.  
Data was collected and “Power Up” groups were estab-
lished based on the results of universal screening and 
teacher input.  Power up groups use researched based 
activities to work on reading fluency.  Those students 
reading at or above grade level are assigned to “Power 
Up” groups that are working on higher level  

inferential comprehension based activities. Below 
are the results from the fall      and winter     
screenings, by grade level.  We are very proud of 
the instruction being provided by our staff and the 
progress being made in each grade levels.  For 
more information on Responsive Instruction at Ca-
toctin, please contact your child’s teacher or Mary 
Longerbeam, RI Coordinator.  

2nd Grade 

3rd Grade 4th Grade 5th Grade 








