
Do You Have a Precocious Reader? 
 
 Precocious readers generally possess a large vocabulary as well as an 
above average ability to break down new words (decode) and understand 
what they have read (comprehend).   As a result, they read widely and well.   
Often, precocious readers possess broad general knowledge or an advanced 
interest in one or two areas.  Precocious readers also display long attention 
spans and task commitment for reading.   They may read into the night or 
read twice as many books as their classmates.   For precocious readers, 
reading fulfills a “need to know” and is fun.   Therefore, it is a preferred 
activity.    

It is important to consider certain points when helping precocious readers 
select books to read.   Addressing these elements will help to ensure that their 
book selections are cognitively stimulating and challenging.    Precocious 
readers should be encouraged to select: 

��Books with vocabulary that is rich, varied, precise, complex, and 
exciting.    

��Stories that are open-ended and will inspire discussion about what 
might have happened.    

��Stories with ambiguous endings that leave them with as many questions 
as answers.   

��Fiction material that is complex enough to allow them to make their 
own interpretations. 

��Non-fiction material that addresses their area of advanced interest.  
��A wide variety of non-fiction.   
�� Biographies of people considered outstanding in their field who have 

the same interests as the reader.   
��Books with characters that are intelligent, talented, resourceful, or 

inventive in the story.   
��Stories with a complex structure.   These stories do not necessarily go 

from beginning to middle to end.   Instead, they may have a juggled 
sequence that must be pieced together by the reader. 

��Books with varying points of view, and stories told by different 
narrators.  
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