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The LCPS English/Language Arts curriculum aims to help students develop skills for thinking critically and independently.  In 
pursuit of this objective, the LCPS English/Language Arts instructional staff expects all students entering grades 9 through 12 to read 
at least one book over the summer.  We offer the option of completing an assignment based on the reading of one of the books.  

Reading, and all the various processes it involves, is important intellectual labor that can be the gateway to developing a life of 
serious independent learning.  We hope that the summer reading assignment will help all of our students have an enjoyable 
intellectual experience. 
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Pa r e n t s  &  S t u d e n t s :  Pa r t n e r s  i n  Re a d i n g !  

Parent Involvement 

We strongly recommend that students and parents make the summer reading choice together to find the best match for the student’s 
interest and the family’s standards.  The book selected should be appropriate for independent study; that is, the student should be able 
to understand the book and complete the summer assignment without assistance from a teacher or from parents.  However, we do 
encourage parents to read the book with their child so that the family can discuss the book.  Reading together is a great way to improve 
students’ reading skills and involve the family in a fun activity. 
 
Titles 

A list of recommended titles is on the back of this flyer.  Some of the books are available at LCPS high schools for check-out over the 
summer.  Check-out should be facilitated through students’ English classes or the school’s guidance office.  Other titles can be 
obtained through the Loudoun County public library system or purchased at local bookstores.  
   
Assignment 

The assignment is attached and is due by the first interim report date. For students entering any level English class (honors, 
academic, or general/basic), the assignment will be counted as EXTRA CREDIT.  Students who do not complete the assignment 
will not be penalized for opting out of the assignment.  This notice is available in the LCPS central office, in every school’s guidance 
office, and on the LCPS website.  Each LCPS student entering grades 9-12 is expected to make every effort to complete this reading.  
 
Strategies 

Some readers benefit from taking notes. Passages may be marked so that the reader can relocate them easily to reread or write about 
them later.  It may help for readers to write in their books, highlight or underline important passages, and/or write down questions or 
words to define, if the student owns the book.  If a book belongs to the school or library, sticky notes are useful for facilitating this 
type of active reading. 
  
Goals: LCPS English teachers support summer reading... 
• to help students develop reading as a lifelong skill.  In other words, reading is not something we do just during school; 
• to cultivate independent learners; 
• to introduce students to the kind of material they might not usually come in contact with and with types of thinking and                

experiences that can help broaden their knowledge base; and 
• to show students how literature can provide meaning in their daily lives.  
 
Benefits: We believe that summer reading will help students... 
• develop sound reading habits and achieve higher S.A.T. verbal scores; 
• become better writers; 
• engage their imaginations;  
• increase reading speed and the ability to process printed information; 
• learn about thoughts, ideas, and life experiences beyond their own; 
• improve their attention span, vocabulary, and ability to recognize acceptable grammar usage; 
• improve their overall academic performance and be better prepared for the expectations of post-secondary study; and 
• remain academically charged and intellectually engaged during the extended summer vacation. 



Loudoun County Public Schools 

Summer Reading 2010: English 
Suggested Titles for Students Entering Grades 9-12 

 
Titles on this list were derived from a number of sources.  They include fiction and nonfiction and range from classic to 
young adult to contemporary top ten titles.   
 
You may select other texts for summer reading.  Check out book reviews in magazines and newspapers for titles that 
interest you.  Local bookstores and libraries may also recommend interesting books to read.  All summer reading should 
be on or above your reading level.   
 
As with all texts, if you find a book to be offensive, stop reading it immediately.  

 
Go and Come Back 
Abelove, Joan 

In a story of mutual culture shock, Alicia, a young Isabo girl in Peru, is as fascinated by the 
American anthropologists, Joanna and Margarita, as they are with the ways of her people. 

Watership Down 
Adams, Richard 

The story follows a warren of rabbits fleeing the destruction of their home. This novel is as 
much about freedom, ethics, and human nature as it is about a bunch of animals. 

Maiden Voyage 
Aebe, Tania 

Tania’s father offers this challenge: He will pay for her college education or buy her a 26-
foot sloop, in which she must sail around the world alone. She sails. 

The Endurance 
Alexander, Caroline 

It’s man against nature at the dawn of World War I, as the lure of the last unclaimed land on 
earth dazzles with its beauty and danger in this adventure of discovery and survival. 

Prom 
Anderson, Laurie Halse 

Nat lives for the prom, but when the prom funds disappear, Nat tries to find another way to 
make the prom happen and drags prom-averse Ashley into the flurry of urgent details. 

Voices from the Streets 
Atkin, S. Beth 

Gang members from all races and backgrounds describe why they joined, and why--and 
how--they left. 

Art Attack 
Aronson, Marc 

Discover everything you ever wanted to know about bohemians, hipsters, and the 
development of the world's most radical art. 

Days of Grace 
Ashe, Arthur, w/Arnold Rampersad 

(Mature readers) Biography of a highly respected tennis star and citizen of the world who 
dies of AIDS.  

Forgotten Fire 
Bagdasarian, Adam 

Based on a true story from the Armenian Holocaust, this is an eloquent, touching and heart-
wrenching portrait of pain and triumph during a time of tragedy. 

Black Dog of Fate 
Balakian, Peter 

A tale of growing up Armenian in New Jersey. This is Balakian’s  story of personal 
discovery centered on the 1915 genocide that may have killed as many as one million 
Armenians. 

Go Tell It on the Mountain 
Baldwin, James 

Semi-autobiographical novel about a 14-year-old black youth’s religious conversion. 

In These Girls, Hope Is a Muscle 
Blais, Madeleine 

Learn about the year of heart, sweat, and muscle that transformed the Amherst Lady 
Hurricanes basketball team into state champions. 

The Sand-Reckoner 
Bradshaw, Gillian 

A youthful Archimedes comes into his own as a mathematician, an engineer, and a 
fascinating human being in this engaging novel. 

Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee 
Brown, Dee 

A narrative of the white man's domination of the American continent as the American 
Indians experienced it.  

Riley’s Fire 
Byrd, Lee Merrill 

2nd grader Riley lies in a hospital bed with 3rd-degree burns over 63% of his body, the result 
of his experiment with gasoline and a match.  But inside that body glows a steady spirit. 

The Power of Myth 
Campbell, Joseph  

Explores themes and symbols from world religions and their relevance to humankind's 
spiritual journey today.  

The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier 
& Clay 
Chabon, Michael 

Joseph Kavalier and Sammy Clay are cousins. Joseph, a talented artist, grew up in Prague 
and escaped the Nazis. Sammy is a talented writer in NY. They write and illustrate a comic 
that becomes a great success. Recommended for mature readers, 2001 Pulitzer Prize winner. 

Summerland 
Chabon, Michael 

Summerland is a magical place, but small beings, called ferishers, are threatened by an 
ancient enemy and need a hero – a baseball star – to vanquish their foe.  So they recruit the 
worst player in the history of the Summerland Little League. 

And Still We Rise 
Corwin, Miles 

Twelve seniors from Crenshaw High School’s AP English class in Los Angeles dream of 
going to college, but the harsh realities of their lives threaten to derail their plans. 

Bucking Sarge 
Curtis, Christopher Paul 

Farce, failure, and heartbreak tell the truth in this novel about smart, desperate Luther, 15, 
who hates his rich, corrupt mom and finds a substitute parent in an unexpected place. 

Robinson Crusoe 
Defoe, Daniel 

The adventures of a man who spends 24 years on an isolated island. 

 



A Yellow Raft in Blue Water 
Dorris, Michael 

Three generations of Native American women recount their searches for identity and love. 

Corydon & the Island of Monsters 
Druitt, Tobias 

This book introduces Corydon, a half-goat misfit who is fostered by Medusa.  When the 
gods convince Perseus to destroy Medusa, Corydon and his friends must fight to protect her. 

Friendly Shakespeare: A Thoroughly 
Painless Guide to the Best of the Bard 
Epstein, Norrie 

Gain new perspective on Shakespeare's works through these sidelights, interpretations, 
anecdotes, and historical insights. 

The Little Ice Age: How Climate Made 
History 
Fagan, Brian 

A fascinating look at how climate change influenced the course of the last thousand years of 
Western history.  Fagan highlights climate’s profound influence on the Viking discovery of 
North America, the Industrial and French Revolutions, and the Irish Potato Famine. 

Troy 
Geras, Adéle 

Marpessa, servant to Helen of Troy, describes the chaos caused by the Trojan War.  
Newbery Honor Book.  (Also by Geras is Ithaka.) 

Amandine 
Griffin, Adele 

Being the new girl in school isn’t easy, so when dramatic Amandine befriends Delia, Delia is 
thrilled but soon finds herself pulled into a world that she does not want to be part of. 

Where Wizards Stay Up Late 
Hafner and Lyon 

The origins of the world's first computer network are explained, with tales of the 
motivations, breakthroughs, and personalities that created it. 

Pompeii 
Harris, Robert 

In this adult mystery, a young Roman engineer tries to discover why sulfur is contaminating 
the water in the aqueducts from Mount Vesuvius two days before the historical eruption. 

Plainsong 
Haruf, Kent 

(Mature readers) In Holt, CO, everyone knows everyone else, what they are doing, what they 
are likely to do. Then comes Maggie Jones, who shakes up the lives of all that live there. 

A Brief History of Time 
Hawking, Stephen   

Cosmology becomes understandable as the author discusses the origin, evolution, and fate of 
our universe.    

Catch-22 
Heller, Joseph 

(Mature readers) A broad comedy about a WWII bombardier based in Italy and his efforts to 
avoid bombing missions.  

Farewell to Arms 
Hemingway, Ernest 

World War I is the setting for this love story of an English nurse and a wounded American 
ambulance officer. 

Kon Tiki 
Heyerdahl, Thor 

This is the record of an astonishing adventure -- a journey 4300 nautical miles across the 
Pacific Ocean by raft.  

The Color of Absence 
Howe, James, ed. 

These 12 stories, by young adult authors such as Walter Dean Myers, Annette Curtis Klause, 
Norma Fox Mazer, and Virginia Euwer Wolff, chronicle the intersection of loss and hope. 

One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest 
Kesey, Ken 

(Mature readers) A novel that uses the power struggle between a stern head nurse and one of 
the patients in a mental institution to explore the line between sanity and insanity. 

The Beekeeper's Apprentice 
King, Laurie 

Retired Sherlock Holmes meets his intellectual match in 15-year-old Mary Russell, who 
challenges him to investigate yet another case. 

My Brother 
Kincaid, Jamaica  

The author returns to the Caribbean island of her birth to help care for her younger brother 
who is dying of AIDS. 

There Are No Children Here 
Kotlowitz, Alex  

Lafayette and Pharoah Rivers and their family struggle to survive in one of Chicago's worst 
housing projects.  

My Forbidden Face 
Latifa [pseud.] 

Sixteen-year-old Latifa dreamed of becoming a professional journalist until the Taliban’s 
repression of women changed her life. 

A Crack in the Line 
Lawrence, Michael 

When teenage Alaric travels to an alternate universe, he meets a girl who could be his twin 
and gets a glimpse of his mother, who, in his own world, has died. 

The Left Hand of Darkness 
Le Guin, Ursula 

(Mature readers) An emissary from the human galaxy to another planet must bridge the gulf 
between his own culture and prejudices and those that he encounters. On a planet where 
people are of no gender--or both--this is a broad gulf indeed.  

Rachel Carson 
Levine, Ellen 

This biography offers an intimate portrait of environmental pioneer Carson.  Levine traces 
how Carson’s passion for the science of living things developed into an astonishing career. 

The Prince 
Machiavelli, Niccolo 

A treatise giving the absolute ruler practical advice on ways to maintain a strong central 
government.  

Lost 
Maguire, Gregory 

Maguire spins a tale with references to Jack the Ripper, A Christmas Carol, Alice in 
Wonderland, Peter Pan, and even Dracula.  

The Fixer 
Malamud, Bernard 

Victim of a vicious anti-Semitic conspiracy, Yakov Bok is in a Russian prison with only his 
indomitable will to sustain him. 

The Color of Water 
McBride, James 

McBride blends his story with that of his mother, who battled poverty and racism to raise 
twelve children. 

Understanding Comics 
McCloud, Scott 

A comic book asks and answers the question of whether or not comics are a literary form. 

Member of the Wedding 
McCullers, Carson 

A young southern girl is determined to be the third party on a honeymoon, despite all the 
advice against it from friends and family. 

Acceleration 
Mcnamee, Graham 

When business is slow, Duncan rummages through the lost and found and finds the diary of 
a would-be serial killer.  The resulting manhunt will keep readers on the edge of their seats. 

Sound-Shadows of the New World 
Mehta, Ved  

Leaving his home, family, and culture behind, a blind Indian boy travels to Arkansas and a 
special school where he is challenged by handicap, loneliness, poor preparation, and culture. 



Sound of Waves 
Mishima, Yukio 

A simple, beautiful story of first love, set in a Japanese fishing village, about two young 
people and how their love was threatened by ugly gossip. 

Sula 
Morrison, Toni 

(Mature readers) The lifelong friendship of two women becomes strained when one causes 
the other’s husband to abandon her. 

The Learning Tree 
Parks, Gordon 

A fictional study of a black family in a small Kansas town in the 1920s. 

Innumeracy 
Paulos, John Allen 

Paulos illustrates the importance of understanding and the consequences of 
misunderstanding mathematical concepts in everyday life. 

My Sister’s Keeper 
Piccoult, Jodi 

(Mature readers) Since birth, 13-year-old Anna has donated platelets, blood, and bone 
marrow to save her sister Kate's life. Anna now has a lawyer to help her gain control over 
her own body. 

The Bell Jar 
Plath, Sylvia 

(Mature readers) The heartbreaking story of a talented young woman's descent into madness. 

The Grass Dancer 
Power, Susan 

Ending in the 1980s with the love story of Charlene Thunder and grass dancer Harley Wind 
Soldier, this tale of a Sioux family is told in the voices of the living and the dead. 

Thief of Time 
Pratchett, Terry 

Protecting history is not easy for the Monks of History. They must deal with the mysterious 
Lady, who wants a clock built that will trap time and eliminate humanity’s unpredictability.  

Virus Ground Zero  
Regis, Ed 

The history of the CDC is told through the handling of the Ebola outbreak in Zaire. 

Sagas of Icelanders: A Selection Nordic epics open up a world of wonder and power, a Viking world of heroic adventure and 
discovery at the turn of the first millennium. 

Almost a Woman 
Santiago, Esmerelda 

Arriving in NYC at 13, Santiago, part of a family of 10, navigates school, welfare offices, 
and her ever-changing neighborhoods. 

Stuck in the Middle 
Schrag, Ariel (editor) 

Just how bad was it in middle school?  17 artists visualize the anguish in this perceptive 
compendium of cartoon humor.  These comics hit the mark in terms of emotional content. 

Ivanhoe 
Scott, Sir Walter 

Tale of Ivanhoe, the disinherited knight, Lady Rowena, Richard the Lion-Hearted, and 
Robin Hood at the time of the Crusades. 

Everlost 
Shusterman, Neal 

Nick and Allie don’t survive the car accident, but their souls are caught in a sort of limbo 
known as Everlost and have to find their way on. 

Longitude 
Sobel, Dava 

A self-taught eighteenth-century English clockmaker succeeded where the scientific 
community failed. 

One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich 
Solzhenitsyn, Aleksander 

Ivan Denisovich Shukhov endures one more day in a Siberian prison camp yet finds joy in 
survival. 

What My Mother Doesn’t Know 
Sones, Sonya 

Meet Sophie. She sees herself as the too-tall "Mount Everest of teenage girls," who, along 
with her friends, is frustrated that she doesn’t have a boyfriend. 

The Gospel According to Larry 
Tashijian, Janet 

17-year-old Josh, tries to maintain his secret identity as the author of a web site that is 
receiving national attention. Things get out-of-hand, and Josh has to make some decisions.  

Hurricane Force 
Treaster, Joseph B. 

Journalist Treaster reported on Hurricane Katrina for the NY Times.  His gripping photo-
essay blends details of the tragedy with an in-depth overview of America’s hurricane history. 

A Distant Mirror: The Calamitous 
Fourteenth Century  
Tuchman, Barbara 

Tuchman uses the example of a single feudal lord to trace the history of the 14th century. 

Slaughterhouse-Five 
Vonnegut, Kurt 

(Mature readers) Billy Pilgrim, an optometrist from Ilium, New York, shuttles between 
World War II Dresden and a luxurious zoo on the planet Tralfamadore. 

The Double Helix  
Watson, James 

The author recreates the excitement of participating in a momentous discovery and 
demonstrates to the non-scientist how the scientific method works. 

Double Helix 
Werlin, Nancy 

A first-rate thriller—part SF and part coming-of-age novel—in which a clever kid unearths a 
terrifying secret that changes his life. Food for thought as well as stellar entertainment. 

See You Down the Road 
Whitney, Kim Ablon 

Sixteen-year-old Bridget and her family are Travelers and move across the U.S. in trailers, 
supporting themselves through con jobs. 

Eyes on the Prize: America's Civil 
Rights Years, 1954-65  
Williams, Juan  

From Brown vs. the Board of Education to the Voting Rights Act, Williams outlines the 
social and political gains of African-Americans 

Briar Rose 
Yolen, Jane 

Disturbed by her grandmother Gemma's unique version of Sleeping Beauty, Rebecca seeks 
the truth behind the fairy tale. 

 
 
 

Remember: You may select other texts for summer reading.   
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Directions: Mentally divide your book into thirds.  (It doesn’t have to be perfect thirds, so don’t divide it in the middle 
of a chapter!)  After reading each third of your book, complete the following journal entries.   
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I. Quote a section from each third of the book.  Copy the selection in the section provided, explain its meaning in terms of the 
story, and explain why you think it is important. 

1st Third of Book 2nd Third of Book 3rd Third of Book 

II. Select an interesting character or event from each third of the book.  Describe this character or event and briefly explain its 
role in the book and its interest to you.    

1st Third of Book 
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2nd Third of Book 3rd Third of Book

III. Find three connections between this book and your personal world.  Describe the significant part of the book and explain 
how it connects with your world. This connection can be something that has happened to you, something you have read in 
another place, or something that you feel is important for some reason. 

1st Third of Book 2nd Third of Book 3rd Third of Book 

Part II, continued. 
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This is a BONUS assignment only.  You may turn in NO MORE THAN TWO of these assignments for extra credit.  This 
assignment is due by interims.  If you have just entered an LCPS school and are picking this up late in the summer, you may 
set another due date with your teacher.  Please discuss this with your teacher on the first day of class. 


