
 
 

 

SY 2005-2006

 
COURSE TITLE: General/Basic English – Grade 9 
 
PREREQUISITE: N/A 
 
DESCRIPTION: Instruction is aligned with the Virginia SOL and extends students’ skills in 

writing, reading, and speaking.  The writing of paragraphs and informal 
essays encourages improvement in specific composing skills.  Students 
study commonly confused words, parts of speech, sentence structure, 
usage, and punctuation to increase accuracy in speaking and writing.  
Students learn library skills in preparation for oral or written research 
products. 

 
 Students read a variety of literature and apply literary terms to the 

discussion of the works.  Vocabulary lessons are based on activities in a 
vocabulary text and the literature anthology.  Speaking opportunities 
center on dramatic readings and specific group activities, as well as 
individual assignments. 

 
MAIN TOPICS: 
 

STRAND MAIN EMPHASES 
Writing Focus on single and multi-paragraph writings of various types 

including narrative, literary, expository, and technical writings; focus 
on supporting details, purpose, specific vocabulary, and sentence 
structure; review of grammar, usage, and mechanics; editing for 
correct mechanics and usage 

Literature Reading in a variety of genres and print materials; analysis of literary 
selections; application of literary terms 

Oral Language Dramatic readings; critique of oral presentations; formal and informal 
oral presentations with focus on speech design, vocabulary, audience, 
purpose, and communication skills 

Research Focus on research process; note-taking, citing sources, and 
paraphrasing; use of traditional and technology-based sources; 
creation of a variety of individual and group products 

Vocabulary Development of vocabulary through reading and writing activities 
 
 
CREDIT INFO: This course provides one of the credits required for the Standard or 

Advanced Studies Diploma



 
 

 

SY 2005-2006

 
COURSE TITLE: Academic English – Grade 9 
 
PREREQUISITE: N/A 
 
DESCRIPTION: Instruction is aligned with the Virginia SOL.  Students engage in a variety 

of activities designed to extend and improve their skills in writing, 
reading, and speaking.  Students practice composing skills through the 
writing of paragraphs and multi-paragraph essays.  The study of parts of 
speech, elements of sentence structure, usage, spelling, and punctuation, 
increases accuracy in students’ speaking and writing. 

 
 Literature includes extensive readings in a variety of genres, as well as the 

application of literary terms to analyze authors’ meanings and styles.  
Students learn and practice library skills through the preparation of 
research products.  Students increase their vocabulary through activities in 
a vocabulary text and through the study of words encountered in reading 
and content presentations.  Students practice oral skills through various 
group and individual assignments, including dramatic readings. 

 
MAIN TOPICS: 
 

STRAND MAIN EMPHASES 
Writing Focus on single and multi-paragraph writings of various types for 

specific audiences and purposes; focus on central idea and 
organization; use of vivid nouns, verbs, and modifiers; review of 
grammar, usage, and mechanics; editing for correct mechanics and 
usage 

Literature Reading in a variety of genres; application of associated literary terms; 
literary analysis 

Oral Language Dramatic readings; critique of oral presentations; formal and informal 
oral presentations with focus on speech design, vocabulary, audience, 
purpose, and communication skills 

Research Focus on research process; note-taking citing sources, and 
paraphrasing; use of traditional and technology-based sources; 
creation of a variety of individual and group products 

Vocabulary Development of college-preparatory vocabulary through reading and 
writing; practice in SAT-type questions 

 
 

CREDIT INFO: This course provides one of the credits required for the Standard or 
Advanced Studies Diploma



 
 

 

SY 2005-2006

 
COURSE TITLE: Honors English – Grade 9 
 
PREREQUISITE: N/A 
 
DESCRIPTION: Instruction is aligned with the Virginia SOL and challenges students to 

respond in a fluent, effective, and analytical manner.  Students improve 
specific composing skills through frequent and varied writing 
assignments.  The study of grammar and usage increases accuracy in 
speaking and writing.  Students receive instruction in library and research 
skills for the preparation of oral and written research products. 

 
 Students read a wide variety of literature and are expected to interpret 

authors’ styles and meanings.  Through activities in a vocabulary text and 
through the study of words encountered in readings and content 
presentations, students increase their vocabulary.  Students practice oral 
skills through various individual and group activities, including dramatic 
readings. 

 
MAIN TOPICS: 
 

STRAND MAIN EMPHASES 
Writing Focus on single and multi-paragraph writings of various types for 

specific audiences and purposes; development of a thesis with 
supporting details and an effective introduction and conclusion; use of 
vivid nouns, verbs, and modifiers; variety of sentence structure; 
review of grammar, usage and mechanics; editing for correct 
mechanics and usage 

Literature Extensive reading in a variety of genres; application of associated 
literary terms; literary analysis and critiques 

Oral Language Dramatic readings; critique of  oral presentations; formal and informal 
oral presentations with focus on speech design, audience behavior, and 
communication skills 

Research Focus on research process: note-taking, citing sources, and 
paraphrasing; use of traditional and technology-based sources; 
creation of a variety of individual and group products 

Vocabulary Development of college-preparatory vocabulary through reading and 
writing; practice in SAT-type questions 

 
CREDIT INFO: This course provides one of the credits required for the Standard or 

Advanced Studies Diploma



 
 

 

SY 2005-2006

 
COURSE TITLE: General/Basic English – Grade 10 
 
PREREQUISITE: English 9 
 
DESCRIPTION: Instruction is aligned with the Virginia SOL to reinforce and extend 

students’ skills in writing, reading, and speaking.  The writing of 
paragraphs, essays, and technical/informational documents encourages 
improvement in specific composing skills.  Students’ study of commonly 
confused words, parts of speech, elements of sentence structure, usage, 
and punctuation increases accuracy in writing and speaking. 

 
 British literature is presented through a survey of the major literary 

periods, genres, and authors.  Connections are made to world literature. 
Literature study includes the application of literary terms to analyze 
authors’ meanings and styles.  Students improve their vocabulary through 
activities in a vocabulary text and through the study of words encountered 
in readings and content presentations.  Students practice oral skills through 
various activities, with an emphasis on group work. 

 
MAIN TOPICS: 
 

STRAND MAIN EMPHASES 
Writing A variety of writing activities with an emphasis on exposition and 

analysis; focus on developing a central idea with supporting details, 
sentence clarity, logical organization, transitions, awareness of 
audience and purpose; use of vivid verbs; review of grammar, usage, 
and mechanics; editing for correct mechanics and usage; critique of 
peer and professional writing 

Literature Reading in a variety of genres from British and world literature; 
associated literary terms; application of literary terms; literary 
analysis; examination of printed consumer materials 

Oral Language Individual and group, formal and informal presentations; small group 
learning activities; communication skills; critical listening 

Research Focus on research process; note-taking, citing sources, and 
paraphrasing; use of traditional and technology-based sources; 
creation of a variety of individual, oral and written research products 

Vocabulary Development of vocabulary through reading, writing, and speaking 
 
CREDIT INFO: This course provides one of the credits required for the Standard or 

Advanced Studies Diploma



 
 

 

SY 2005-2006

 
COURSE TITLE: Academic English – Grade 10 
 
PREREQUISITE: English 9 
 
DESCRIPTION: Instruction is aligned with the Virginia SOL.  Students engage in a variety 

of activities designed to extend and improve their skills in writing, 
reading, and speaking.  Students practice specific composing skills 
through multi-paragraph essays and technical/informational documents.  
The study of sentence structure, usage, spelling, and punctuation increases 
accuracy in speaking and writing.  Students practice the research process 
in preparation for oral and written research products. 

 
 British literature is presented through a survey of the major literary 

periods, genres, and authors.  Connections are made to world literature. 
Literature study includes the application of literary terms to analyze 
authors’ meanings and styles.  Students improve their vocabulary through 
activities in a vocabulary text and through the study of words encountered 
in readings and content presentations.  Students practice oral skills through 
various activities, with an emphasis on group work. 
 

MAIN TOPICS: 
 

STRAND MAIN EMPHASES 
Writing A variety of writing activities with an emphasis on analysis and 

exposition; focus on developing a thesis with supporting details; 
employing effective introductions and conclusions; organization 
according  to purpose and audience; use of transitional elements; 
review of grammar, usage and mechanics; editing for correct 
mechanics and usage; critique of peer and professional writing 

Literature Reading in a variety of genres from British and world literature; 
application of literary terms; literary analysis; examination of printed 
consumer materials 

Oral Language Group presentations; small group learning activities; communication 
skills; critical listening 

Research Focus on the research process; note-taking, citing sources, and 
paraphrasing; use of traditional and technology-based sources; 
creation of a variety of individual, oral, and written research products 

Vocabulary Development of college-preparatory vocabulary through reading, 
writing, and speaking; practice in SAT-type questions 

 
CREDIT INFO: This course provides one of the credits required for the Standard or 

Advanced Studies Diploma



 
 

 

SY 2005-2006

 
COURSE TITLE: Honors English – Grade 10 
 
PREREQUISITE: English 9 
 
DESCRIPTION: Instruction is aligned with the Virginia SOL and challenges students to 

respond in a fluent, effective, and analytical manner.  Students improve 
specific composing skills through frequent writing assignments, which 
include multi-paragraph essays and research products.  The study of 
grammar and usage increases accuracy in students’ writing and speaking. 

 
 British literature is presented through a survey of the major literary 

periods, genres, and authors.  Connections are made to world literature. 
Literature study includes the application of literary terms to analyze 
authors’ meanings and styles.  Students improve their vocabulary through 
activities in a vocabulary text and through the study of words encountered 
in readings and content presentations.  Students practice oral skills through 
various activities, with an emphasis on group work. 

 
MAIN TOPICS: 
 

STRAND MAIN EMPHASES 
Writing Emphasis on exposition, analysis, and definition in writing; focus on 

effective introductions that include original thesis; use of a variety of 
transitional elements; coordination and subordination of ideas; 
integration of quotations, examples, and references; review of 
grammar, sage, and mechanics; editing for correct mechanics and 
usage; critique of peer and professional writing 

Literature Readings in British and world literature; application of literary terms; 
literary analysis and critical reading 

Oral Language Formal and informal oral presentations with focus on clarity and 
supporting ideas; critique of oral presentations; communications skills 
in small-group activities 

Research Focus on the research process: note-taking, citing sources, 
paraphrasing; use of traditional and technology-based sources; 
creation of a variety of individual, oral, and written research products 

Vocabulary Development of college-preparatory vocabulary through reading and 
writing; practice in SAT-type questions 

 
CREDIT INFO: This course provides one of the credits required for the Standard or 

Advanced Studies Diploma



 
 

 

SY 2005-2006

COURSE TITLE: General/Basic English – Grade 11 
 
PREREQUISITE: English 10 
 
DESCRIPTION: Instruction is aligned with the Virginia SOL to reinforce and extend 

students’ skills in writing, reading, and speaking.  The writing of essays, 
real world documents, and research products encourages improvement in 
specific composing skills.  Students review mechanics, usage, and 
elements of sentence structure in order to increase their effectiveness in 
writing and speaking. 

 
 Students study American literature through a survey of the major literary 

periods and authors.  Students improve their vocabulary through activities 
from a vocabulary text and the study of words encountered during reading 
and content presentations.  Students improve their speaking skills through 
various individual and group assignments with an emphasis on persuasive 
presentations.  Teachers incorporate activities to prepare students for the 
Grade 11 SOL reading and writing tests. 

 
MAIN TOPICS: 
 

STRAND MAIN EMPHASES 
Writing A variety of writings with a focus on persuasion; completion of 

applications and examples of technical writing; focus on developing 
papers around a thesis; use of transitions and appropriate voice; 
complex sentences; use of effective vocabulary; review of grammar, 
usage, and mechanics; editing for correct mechanics and usage 

Literature Survey of American literature, including contributions of various 
cultures; literary analysis; application of associated literary terms; 
printed consumer materials 

Oral Language Individual and group, formal and informal presentations; analysis and 
performance of persuasive presentations; speech design, vocabulary, 
and delivery for audience and purpose; communications skills 

Research Focus on the research process and synthesizing information into a 
final written product; narrowing of a topic; development and support 
of a thesis; documentation using traditional and technology-based 
sources, both primary and secondary 

Vocabulary Development of vocabulary through reading and writing; practice in 
SAT-type questions 

 
CREDIT INFO: This course provides one of the credits required for the Standard or 

Advanced Studies Diploma



 
 

 

SY 2005-2006

COURSE TITLE: Academic English – Grade 11 
 
PREREQUISITE: English 10 
 
DESCRIPTION: Instruction is aligned with the Virginia SOL and students engage in a 

variety of activities designed to extend and improve their skills in writing, 
reading, and speaking.  The study of grammar and usage increases 
accuracy in students’ speaking and writing.  The writing of persuasive and 
analytical essays and a research paper encourages mastery of specific 
composing skills. 

 
 Students study American literature through a survey of the major literary 

periods and authors.  Students apply literary terms to their interpretation of 
authors’ meanings and styles.  Students improve their vocabulary through 
activities in a vocabulary text and the study of words encountered in 
readings and content presentations.  Students develop speaking skills 
through various group and individual assignments with an emphasis on 
persuasive presentations.  Teachers incorporate activities to prepare 
students for the Grade 11 SOL reading and writing tests. 

 
MAIN TOPICS: 
 

STRAND MAIN EMPHASES 
Writing A variety of writings with a focus on persuasion; examples of 

technical/informational writing; business and personal 
correspondence; focus on strategies for planning and generating ideas, 
organizing logically, revising, and editing; review of grammar, usage, 
and mechanics; editing for correct mechanics and usage 

Literature Survey of American literature, including contributions of various 
cultures; literary analysis; application of associated literary terms; 
examination of printed consumer materials 

Oral Language Individual and group, formal, and informal presentations; analysis and 
performance of persuasive presentations; speech design, vocabulary, 
and delivery for audience and purpose; communications skills 

Research Focus on research process and synthesizing information into a final 
written product; narrowing of a topic; development and support of a 
thesis; documentation using traditional and technology-based sources, 
both primary and secondary 

Vocabulary Development of college-preparatory vocabulary through reading and 
writing; practice in SAT-type questions 

 
CREDIT INFO: This course provides one of the credits required for the Standard or 

Advanced Studies Diploma



 
 

 

SY 2005-2006

 
COURSE TITLE: Honors English – Grade 11 
 
PREREQUISITE: English 10 
 
DESCRIPTION: Instruction is aligned with the Virginia SOL to challenge students to 

respond in a fluent, effective, and analytical manner.  Students are 
expected to master skills in grammar and usage.  Frequent writing 
assignments, which include persuasive and analytical essays, and a 
research paper, emphasize specific composing skills in preparation for the 
advanced placement English. 

 
 Students study American literature in a survey of the major literary 

periods and authors.  Students apply literary analysis through application 
of literary terms and comparisons of authors’ styles, meanings, and 
themes.  Students improve their vocabulary through activities in the 
vocabulary text and the study of words encountered in readings and 
content presentations.  Speaking skills are practiced through various group 
and individual assignments with an emphasis on persuasive presentations.  
Teachers incorporate activities to prepare students for the Grade 11 SOL 
reading and writing tests. 

 
MAIN TOPICS: 
 

STRAND MAIN EMPHASES 
Writing Extensive writings in many modes with a focus on persuasion; 

strategies for planning and generating ideas in an organized, logical 
manner; review of grammar, usage, and mechanics; editing for correct 
mechanics and usage 

Literature Survey of American literature, including contributions of various 
cultures; application of associated literary terms; literary analysis and 
critical reading; examination of printed consumer materials. 

Oral Language Individual and group, formal, and informal presentations; analysis and 
performance of persuasive presentations; speech design, vocabulary, 
delivery for audience and purpose; communications skills 

Research Focus on the research process to synthesize information into a final 
written product; narrowing of a topic; development and support of a 
thesis; evaluation of sources; documentation using traditional and 
technology-based sources, both primary and secondary 

Vocabulary Development of college-preparatory vocabulary through reading and 
writing; practice in SAT-type questions 

 
CREDIT INFO: This course provides one of the credits required for the Standard or 

Advanced Studies Diploma



 
 

 

SY 2005-2006

COURSE TITLE: General/Basic English – Grade 12  
 
PREREQUISITE: English 11 
 
DESCRIPTION: Instruction is aligned with the Virginia SOL to reinforce and extend 

students’ skills in writing, reading, and speaking.  Students review 
mechanics, usage and elements of sentence structure to increase their 
effectiveness in writing and speaking.  The writing of essays and research 
products encourages improvement in composing skills. 

 
 World literature is presented through a survey of the major literary themes, 

cultures, genres or authors.  Students improve their vocabulary through 
activities in a vocabulary text and the study of words encountered in 
reading and content presentations.  Students practice oral skills through 
timed, formal presentations. 

 
MAIN TOPICS: 
 

STRAND MAIN EMPHASES 
Writing A variety of writings with a focus on exposition; examples of 

technical/informational writing; applications and résumés; focus on 
developing a paper around a thesis; transitions; appropriate voice; 
complex sentences; use of effective vocabulary; review of grammar, 
usage, and mechanics; editing for correct mechanics and usage 

Literature Overview of world literature; readings in a variety of genres from 
many cultures; literary discussions; application of associated literary 
terms; examination of printed consumer materials 

Oral Language Individual and group, formal, and informal presentations; appropriate 
speech design; vocabulary and delivery for audience and purpose; use 
of visual aids; a formal, five-ten minute presentation 

Research Focus on research process to synthesize information into a final 
written product; narrowing of a topic; development and support of a 
thesis; documentation using traditional and technology-based sources, 
both primary and secondary 

Vocabulary Development of vocabulary through reading and writing; practice in 
SAT-type questions 

 
CREDIT INFO: This course provides one of the credits required for the Standard or 

Advanced Studies Diploma



 
 

 

SY 2005-2006

COURSE TITLE: Academic English – Grade 12 
 
PREREQUISITE: English 11 
 
DESCRIPTION: Instruction is aligned with the Virginia SOL.  Students engage in a variety 

of activities designed to extend and improve their skills in writing, 
reading, and speaking.  The study of grammar and usage increases 
accuracy in students’ speaking and writing.  The writing of expository and 
technical/informational essays and research products encourages mastery 
of composing skills. 

 
 World literature is presented through a survey of the major literary themes, 

cultures, genres, or authors.  Students improve their vocabulary through 
activities in a vocabulary text and the study of words encountered in 
reading and content presentations.  Students practice oral skills through 
timed, formal presentations. 

 
MAIN TOPICS: 
 

STRAND MAIN EMPHASES 
Writing A variety of expository and technical writings; focus on developing 

strong sense of purpose, coherence, and unity; development of 
individual style; résumé; college essay; review of grammar, usage, and 
mechanics; editing for correct mechanics and usage 

Literature Overview of world literature; readings in a variety of genres from 
many cultures; literary analysis; application of associated literary 
terms; examination of printed consumer materials 

Oral Language Individual and group, formal and informal presentations; critique of 
oral presentations; speech design; vocabulary and delivery for 
audience and purpose; communication skills; a formal, five-ten minute 
presentation 

Research Focus on research process to synthesize information into a final 
written product; narrowing of a topic; development and support of a 
thesis; documentation using traditional and technology-based sources, 
both primary and secondary 

Vocabulary Development of vocabulary through reading and writing; practice in 
SAT-type questions 

 
CREDIT INFO: This course provides one of the credits required for the Standard or 

Advanced Studies Diploma



 
 

 

SY 2005-2006

 
COURSE TITLE: Advanced Placement Language & Composition – Grade 12 
 
PREREQUISITE: English 11 
 
DESCRIPTION: Instruction is aligned with the Virginia SOL, and activities continue the 

methods, challenges, and emphases of the honors level English courses in 
grades 9-11 to prepare students for the Advanced Placement Language & 
Composition Examination.  Instruction focuses on the study and practice 
of writing and the study of nonfiction. 

 
 Students read a variety of works from several genres and cultures.  Varied 

and frequent composition assignments require close reading, literary 
analysis, exposition of ideas, and the understanding of particular literary 
forms and terms. 

 
 Research, vocabulary, and oral language activities are related to writing 

and reading assignments.  Students will take the Advanced Placement 
Language & Composition Examination for possible college credit at the 
end of this course. 

 
MAIN TOPICS: 
 

STRAND MAIN EMPHASES 
Writing Frequent writing in many modes; focus on tone, style, language, 

audience, idea, theme; review of grammar, usage, and mechanics; 
editing for correct mechanics and usage 

Literature Extensive and intensive readings in a variety of genres from many 
cultures especially nonfiction; literary analysis and critique; 
application of associated rhetorical devices 

Oral Language Individual and group, formal, and informal presentations; analysis and 
performance of oral presentations; speech design, vocabulary, and 
delivery for audience and purpose; communication skills 

Research Focus on research process to synthesize research into a final product; 
narrowing of a topic; evaluation of sources; support of a thesis; 
documentation using traditional and technology-based sources, both 
primary and secondary 

Vocabulary Development of vocabulary through reading and writing 
 
CREDIT INFO: This course provides one of the credits required for the Standard or 

Advanced Studies Diploma



 
 

 

SY 2005-2006

COURSE TITLE: Advanced Placement Literature & Composition – Grade 12 
 
PREREQUISITE: English 11 
 
DESCRIPTION: Instruction is aligned with the Virginia SOL, and activities continue the 

methods, challenges, and emphases of the honors level English courses in 
grades 9-11 to prepare students for the Advanced Placement Literature & 
Composition Examination.  Instruction focuses on the study and practice 
of writing and the study of nonfiction. 

 
 Students read a variety of works from several genres and cultures.  Varied 

and frequent composition assignments require close reading, literary 
analysis, exposition of ideas, and the understanding of particular literary 
forms and terms. 

 
 Research, vocabulary, and oral language activities are related to writing 

and reading assignments.  Students will take the Advanced Placement 
Literature & Composition Examination for possible college credit at the 
end of this course. 

 
MAIN TOPICS: 
 

STRAND MAIN EMPHASES 
Writing Frequent writing in many modes; focus on tone, style, language, 

audience, idea, theme; review of grammar, usage, and mechanics; 
editing for correct mechanics and usage 

Literature Extensive and intensive readings in a variety of genres from many 
cultures; literary analysis and critique; application of associated 
literary terms 

Oral Language Individual and group, formal, and informal presentations; analysis and 
performance of oral presentations; speech design, vocabulary, and 
delivery for audience and purpose; communication skills 

Research Focus on research process to synthesize research into a final product; 
narrowing of a topic; evaluation of sources; support of a thesis; 
documentation using traditional and technology-based sources, both 
primary and secondary 

Vocabulary Development of vocabulary through reading and writing 
 
CREDIT INFO: This course provides one of the credits required for the Standard or 

Advanced Studies Diploma 


