
AP World History 
Midterm Study Guide 

 
The midterm exam consists of 70 multiple choice questions and an essay. 
 
The multiple choice questions will test your knowledge of all periods covered 
this semester.  
 

Foundations/Classical Period (chapters 1-5) 
Post Classical Era (chapters 6-15) 

Early Modern Era (chapters 16-22) 
 
Know the themes of each period.  Review past quizzes and understand how the 
information ties into the trends of the era. 
 
 
 
 
 
DBQ Essay Topic: Post Classical Trading Alliances (Hansa & Swahili) 
 

 



Foundations/Classical Era (chapters 1-5) 

Compare the features of Hinduism, Buddhism and Christianity. 

What is the concept of civilization? 

What are the main features of Egyptian and Mesopotamian civilization? 

What is the Neolithic Revolution? 

Compare Greek and Roman political structures. 

Identify examples of syncretism in Buddhism, Hinduism and Christianity. 

Identify similarities and differences between the Roman and Han empires. 

 

Post Classical Era (chapters 6-15) 

What are the characteristics of pre-Islamic Bedouin religion? 

Describe the “five pillars” of Islam. 

Describe the spread of Islam. 

Describe Muslim contributions during the Abbasid period. 

What was the role of women in the Islamic world? 

How did Mongol invasions change the political center of Islam? 

How were Islamic invasions into India unique? 

Who were the major contributors to the arts during the Abbasid Empire? 

Explain the development of the Islamic religion in Southeast Asia. 

Describe the economy of the later Abbasid Empire. 

What are the “common elements” of African societies? 

Describe the economies and societies of the major post-classical African 
Kingdoms. 

Explain the impact of Islam on sub-Saharan Africa. 

What regions were cultural points of contact between Islam and Africa? 

Explain the nature of trade in east Africa. 

Explain the influence of western Europe on Kievan Russia? 

Understand urbanization in the Byzantine Empire. 

Explain the development of Orthodox Christianity. 

Understand the social structure and class system of the Byzantine Empire 

Evaluate the reasons for the decline of the Byzantine Empire. 

Explain the education systems of China and the medieval West. 



Understand the results of the Crusades and its significance. 

Understand feudalism and its differences throughout Western Europe. 

Know the influential literary, religious and philosophical leaders of Post-
Classical Europe. 

What were signs of economic recovery during the late Post-Classical era? 

Describe the similarities and differences between West African and South 
American societies. 

Understand the forces that contributed to the Spanish defeat of the Aztecs. 

Describe the social organization of the Incas and Aztecs. 

Explain the results of the Aztec and Incan rise to power. 

What are the characteristics of American Post-Classical civilization? 

Describe the relationship between the Aztecs and Toltecs. 

Explain Buddhism during the Tang-Song era. 

Describe the status of women during the Tang-Song era. 

Trace the Sui rise and fall from power. 

What were the innovations of the Tang-Song era? 

Describe the Confucian renaissance. 

Explain the similarities and differences between the political systems of Europe 
and China. 

Explain the rise of the samurai and the impact on Japanese peasantry. 

What were the Korean dynasties? 

Understand the political development of Post-Classical Japan. 

What is the relationship between the imperial courts and the military elites? 

Compare the common elements of Chinese culture of all three satellite 
civilizations. 

Describe Mongol society and culture. 

Describe the khanates that developed after the death of Chingiss Khan. 

Trace the effect of Mongol conquest of Russia and Islamic heartlands. 

Describe the nature of the military organization established by Chingiss Khan. 

Compare the conquests of Timur-I Lang with those of the Mongols. 

What are examples of Indian, Arab and European interaction during the Post-
Classical era? 

Describe the signs of decline in the Middle East and China. 



What were the results of European contact with sub-Saharan Africa? 

Describe the Renaissance and its significance to culture and society. 

What were the drawbacks of the West’s emergence as a global power? 

Trace the reasons for the relative rise of the West. 

 

Early Modern Era (chapters 16-22) 

Explain how the 15th century global trade network differed from previous eras. 

What were the reasons for Spanish decline in world trade? 

Describe Western technological improvements in the 15th century. 

Compare the terms “core area” and “dependent zone” 

Know the areas that remained outside the new global economy prior to 1600 and 
the areas that were added in the 17th century. 

What is humanism? Christian humanism? 

Compare the Western view of science with other civilizations. 

Describe the Protestant churches that were established because of the 
Reformation and the conflicts that arose. 

What is mercantilism and how does it contribute to the commercial revolution? 

Trace the developments of absolute monarchy. 

Compare the characteristics of Russia with Eastern Europe 

What was the relationship between the tsarist government and the local, noble-
owned estates? 

Trace how Russia became economically dependent on the West. 

Describe the nature of Russian serfdom. 

Compare social and political organization of Russia and the West during the 17th 
and 18th centuries. 

Describe the characteristics of Iberian society. 

Explain the impact of the discovery of gold on the Iberian peninsula. 

Define the model for Portuguese and Spanish colonization. 

What was the impact of the Treaty of Tordesillas? 

Define the economy of the American colonies. 

Explain the benefits of the use of African slaves as plantation laborers. 

Describe the factors in the development of large African kingdoms. 



Understand the impact of the presence of Europeans on the African coast. 

What were the Triangular Trade and Columbian Exchange? 

Describe the demographic effect of the African slave trade on the Sub-Saharan 
region. 

Describe the Mughal empire at the beginning of the 18th century. 

Explain the impact of the religious policies of Aurangzeb during the 17th century. 

Describe the rise of the Safavids. 

Compare the status of Turkish chiefs in the Safavid and Ottoman empires. 

Evaluate reasons for the failure of the Mughal dynasty. 

Explain the similarities and differences between the Mughal and Ottoman 
Empires during the 16th century. 

What were the reforms introduced by the first Ming emperor? 

Trace the Ming restoration of traditional Chinese forms of government. 

Describe the economy of the Ming dynasty. 

Why did the Japanese resort to isolation? 

Describe the nature of the Asian sea-trading network. 


