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Moorefield Station Elementary School 

22325 Mooreview Parkway 

Ashburn, VA 20148 

Principal:  Karen D. Roche 

Assistant Principal:  Colleen Flaherty 

Admin Intern:  Dr. Barb Gruber 

May/June 2015 

 

A NOTE FROM THE ADMINISTRATION:  

Dear Families: 

I can’t believe May is already here, we are packing in many 

fun-filled events and academic challenges. It feels like just 

yesterday we were opening the doors for the first day of 

school. We have accomplished quite a lot this year and we 

have much to be proud of, yet we still have much more to 

accomplish.  We held many PTO events, a Multicultural 

Night, our First STEM Night and our students have helped 

raise money for many worthwhile community causes. Thanks 

to some generous donations and winning the Dannon Rally 

for Recess contest we have raised $50,000 for our 

playground and this money in conjunction with the support 

from the School Board gives us $100,000 for our playground.  

We have submitted a proposal to Facilities and are just 

waiting for the approval so we can break ground!! This year 

the PTO completed the ipad purchase, which gives us 30 

ipads with a cart so that the students can have access to 

technology on a daily basis. As I stated, we have 

accomplished a lot, and I look forward to what we can 

achieve in the future. 

 

Please remember that we start SOL testing on May 11th. 

Please check the testing schedule on our website to be sure 

you don’t plan any doctor visits or trips during your child’s 

SOL testing dates. It is important for your child to come to 

school well rested, well fed, and on time during the testing 

window. 

 

As we start to wind down, I just want to say a heartfelt thank 

you for such an amazing year here at Moorefield Station. We 

continue to face each day with a positive attitude that makes 

Moorefield Station the special place it is.  

 

We still have several fun events to look forward to, so I hope 

everyone marks their calendar, as to not miss any event. 

Dates for upcoming programs, events and field trips can be 

found in this newsletter, as well as, on our website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As always, the school year has flown by faster than I wish to 

think, but as we close the chapter on this year, I know our 

future holds many exciting milestones still to come. 

Karen D. Roche 

Important Events for May/June: 

May 5 – Pick up Market Basket Orders, 6:30pm 

May 6 – Fifth Gr to Rust Watershed (Wagner, Edwards, 

Leach, Lee) 

May 7 – Fifth Gr to Rust Watershed (Elnicki, Kelley, Lissak) 

May 11 – SOL Testing Begins 

May 13 – PTO Meeting, 6:30pm 

May 18 – Fourth Gr to Harper’s Ferry (Sirianni, McIntosh,  

 Clarke, and Vaughn) 

May 20 – Fifth Gr to Camp Highroad (Kelley, Elnicki, Lissak) 

May 21 – Fifth Gr to Camp Highroad (Edwards, 

Leach, Lee, Wagner) 

May 22 – First Gr Music Daytime Performance, 9:00am 

May 25 – Memorial Day Holiday, No School 

May 27 – Fourth Gr to Harper’s Ferry (DeLuca, Hoffman, and  

 Dennison) 

May 27 – Market Day Sales End, 11:00pm 

June 2 – Pick up Market Day Basket Order, 6:30pm 

June 3 – Fourth and Fifth Grade Chorus Performance, 6:30pm 

June 4 – Fifth Grade Visits Eagle Ridge MS 

June 5 – SOL Testing Ends 

June 5 – Field Day 

June 5 – Odyssey Wrap Up Party, 6:30pm 

June 9 – Third Gr Wax Museum (Gorli & Aksamitowski) 

June 10 – Third Gr Wax Museum (Sarman & Schroder) 

June 11 – Third Gr Wax Museum (Marlin & Furtek) 

June 11 – 5th Gr Promotion Ceremony, 6:00pm 

June 12 – 5th Gr DARE Graduation, 8:30am 

June 12 – Third Gr End of Year Party 

June 16 – Last Day of School 

June 22 – Report Cards Mailed Home 

*Continue to check our website for updated events 

 

 

A MEMO FROM MUSIC:  

May and June will be busy months for music students at 

Moorefield Station. First graders are preparing the musical 

“The Land that I Love” which will be performed on Friday, 

May 22rd at 9am. Note the date and time: there will be NO 

evening performance. Families are welcome to attend!  
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Lyrics to all of the songs for this performance will be posted 

on the music page of the school website, which is updated 

regularly to keep you informed of upcoming musical events 

during the school year.  

Fourth and fifth grade chorus members have been busy 

preparing for our June 3rd performance. We will perform 

during the school day and in the evening. The daytime 

performance is 9:00 am and the evening performance is 

6:30pm. Families are welcome to attend both performances.  

Please check the website for lyrics of the songs. We are so 

excited about this performance! 

What a wonderful year of music at Moorefield Station! Every 

musical performance was outstanding. We look forward to 

more wonderful musical moments next year!   

 

SNIPPETS FROM SEARCH: 

The last few weeks of the school year bring many exciting 

thinking opportunities in SEARCH. Kindergarteners will 

work cooperatively to figure out Patterns with Holes.  

Students will then learn about coordinate pairs in a fun 

lesson called Fly on the Ceiling. Students in first grade will 

use logical reasoning to analyze groups of objects to 

determine which does not belong. We will also revisit a 

lesson originally scheduled for earlier in the year, Four 

Corners, which is a unique 4-piece puzzle. Second grade 

students will use spatial reasoning to solve pentomino 

puzzles.  Students will then participate in one of my favorite 

lessons, ABC Zoo, where they will need to describe actions 

they see in a picture (with a twist, of course.) Third grade 

students will also solve pentomino puzzles this month.  

Students will end the year with another one of my favorite 

lessons, Nurtz, where they will try their hand at solving a 

coded message. In June, we will be finishing our last cycle of 

lessons, and several classes will make-up missed lessons 

from earlier in the year.   

 

It has been such a great year! I’ve had so much fun watching 

your children learn and grow. I wish you all a fantastic 

summer. 

 

 

ART E-FACTS:  

 The Moorefield students have been busy artists. The 

students in grades first through fifth are currently working 

on art pieces for the school-wide art show that will take 

place in June. The student projects are centered on color, 

one of the Elements of Design. Color is being explored 

through the study of color theory, shading/painting 

techniques, and the connection of color and emotion.  

Throughout the remainder of the school year, the students 

will continue work on their current color lessons. The 

students in grades first through fifth will also use assembling 

techniques while creating a clay piece. Stay tuned for more 

information on the June art show. 

  

BITS AND BYTES FROM THE LAB:  
 

We are entering the SOL testing season. Grades 3, 4, and 5 

will be administered various tests by the state. Please see 

our website for updates on schedules. That is the best spot to 

get up to date information regarding these important tests. 

 

Again, there are numerous practice tests available out on the 

World Wide Web. It is as easy as typing in “Virginia SOL 

online practice tests” into your Google search engine. You 

wouldn’t believe the numerous sites available! 

 

Our infrastructure continues to grow. We now have 30 iPads 

circulating through our school. We have used them for the 

STEM Night and we have used them for practicing for our 

SOL tests. Mrs. Furtek’s class has innovatively used the iPads 

as a worksheet. Yes, they figured out that they can use a 

“dry erase marker” on the protective cover to work out their 

test questions. Not to worry, it is easy to clean with just one 

wipe of a tissue, cloth, or towel. 

 

We have just received another cart of 30 laptops to circulate 

amongst our growing student body. However, we are always 

in need of technology. If you have a company or business 

that is willing to donate to our growing need for technology, 

let us know! 

 

LINK TO THE LIBRARY:  

BOOK FAIR SUCCE$$ 

Thank you so much to all of the volunteers and shoppers who 

helped to make our book fair at Moorefield Station a 

success. 

We are so grateful to have the money from this fundraiser to 

support our new and growing library collection. Thanks for 
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supporting our book fair!  Save the date – the next book fair 

is in October 2015!   

FINAL DUE DATE: JUNE 5th  

All library books for the school year will be due by June 5th. 

This will allow us time to reconcile our inventory.  We 

appreciate parents helping their children locate overdue 

and/or lost books from this school year.  For any lost or 

damaged books, we will need to collect payment so that we 

can replace them. Checks should be made payable to 

Moorefield Station Elementary School. Thanks for your 

support! 

READING  

Look for information coming home soon about summer 

reading with suggested book lists and activities, including 

those for the Loudoun County Public Library’s reading 

program. 

 

VOLUNTEERING IN THE LIBRARY 

We still need more volunteers in the library throughout the 

school year to help with general tasks. We need help with 

shelving books daily and processing new books. A new 

school library comes with many extra tasks that we do not 

have the extra time for during the school day and we need 

help catching up!   Processing new books involves 

stamping, putting labels on, and covering them with plastic.  

We also have books in need of repair and could use help 

fixing them. We will train you to do all the above tasks.  

Whether you have an hour or two once in a while or even 

weekly, we’d be glad to have your help. Please email Mrs. 

Davidson with your availability if you are able to help with 

these general library tasks. Thanks in advance for your 

support! 

 

READING ROUND UP:  

BOOK SWAP DONATIONS 

Slowly but surely books are being deposited in our Book 

Swap Box. It’s not too late to do some spring cleaning of your 

bookshelves. We are still accepting book donations through 

the end of May for our June Book Swap. We would like to 

give every student a chance to select a book for summer 

reading. To do this, we need your help to collect enough 

books from which students may select. The Book Swap box 

is located in the front office. We appreciate your generosity.   

PREPARING FOR SUMMER READING 

With summer break a few short months away, it’s time to 

start thinking about how to give students additional reading 

practice over the summer. Please continue using RAZ Kids as 

well as Reading Eggs for daily reading practice. Continue 

reading each night with your child and invite visiting guests 

to share a story. Visit your local library each week to check 

out books and join in library sponsored programs. We will 

be sending home the Moorefield Station summer reading 

incentive program in June to motivate students to continue 

reading over the summer. 

 

COUNSELOR’S CORNER: 

Guidance lessons this month have focused on problem 

solving, trustworthiness, and internet safety in upper grades. 

We have sent home last quarter permission slips for groups 

and got an unexpected amount of requests. Please 

understand that we will be placing students who have not 

previously been in a group, or asking for teacher input in 

order to minimize the amount we received. Thanks to all the 

parents for their continued support this year. Please feel free 

to call or email with individual concerns. 

Have a great summer! 

 

SAFETY FIRST: 

All visitors to schools will be required to verify their 

identification with school personnel prior to entry regardless 

of the frequency they may visit an individual school.  

To Request Entry: 

 Have Photo Identification Ready 

 Stand on the yellow footprints 

 Push and release button 

 Present photo id when asked 

 Please go directly to the office to sign in and obtain 

a visitor’s pass 

 

All exterior doors will be closed and locked at the beginning 

of school and remain so until students are released for the 

day. Using the AIPHONE will be the only way visitors will be 

admitted to the school. 
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These security practices are intended to assure parents, 

students and staff of the school’s commitment to safety and 

security, balancing both the needs of the public with 

reasonable security provisions. 

 
 

HEALTH ROOM NEWS: 

Go beyond sun screen to protect your skin when you go 

outside on sunny, cool and even cloudy days!  

 

The sun’s harmful UV rays and tanning beds can cause 

wrinkles, skin blotches, cataracts in your eyes and skin 

cancer. A good safety slogan might be Slip, Slop, Slap, Slide, 

and Seek! for better sun protection so you don’t tan or burn. 

 

 Slip on a shirt. 

 Slop on sunscreen SPF 30 or higher and reapply every 

two hours. Slop it on your nose, ear tips, backs of your 

legs and your toes. Remember, school staff can not apply 

sunscreen to students. 

 Slap on a hat that covers your neck, ears and face.  

 Slide on sunglasses to protect your eyes.  

 Seek shade between 10am and 4 pm when the sun’s UV 

rays are the most intense. Be sure to drink water to stay 

hydrated.  

 

 

 

 

End of Year Medications 

Some students have medication remaining in the Health 

Office at the end of the school year. State requirements do 

not allow us to store medications over the summer. 

Please make arrangements to pick up the remaining 

medication between 7:30 am to 3:00 pm by June 16. 

Left over medication will be discarded if is not collected. 

Health Form Requests 

Should you need a copy of your child’s Physical and 

Immunization records, please allow 24 hours from the date 

of your request to be processed. The completed forms can 

be sent home with your child or may be picked up in the 

office.  

A Friendly Reminder … 

 

Students are not permitted to transport any medicine 

(prescription or non-prescription) to or from school.  A 

parent or guardian must bring medication to the nurse, health 

office specialist, or designee.  

 
If your child was seen in the ER or had surgery, he/she needs 

a physician’s clearance to return to school. The clearance 
should include: 1/ Return to School Release Date 2/ Any 

Restrictions and the duration of the restrictions the student may 

have.  

 
Students with a Concussion Diagnosis may return to school 

with the following documents signed by the physician or 

therapy clinic: 

*A written release clearing your child to attend school.  

*Any Activity Restrictions or a Medical Release returning to 

physical activity 

*Instructions requiring rest breaks, eating snacks or avoiding 

light & noise 

*All documents must be updated every 4 weeks. 

:0) …. Field Day is coming …. :0) ……  Apply Sun Screen at 

home …… Stay Hydrated—Bring A Water Bottle with your 

name on it  …… Bring a Change of Clothes! 

The Commonwealth of Virginia requires that all students 

entering middle school and high school must have received 

a diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis (Tdap) vaccine booster 

unless the student has received a Tdap vaccine after the age 

of seven years. Only one dose of the Tdap booster is 

required after the age of seven years, regardless of the 

interval since the last dose of pertussis-containing vaccine. 

Please note that Tdap is a different vaccine than the DTaP 

vaccine.  

Immunizations may be obtained from your physician, 

military clinics, or the Loudoun County Health Department. 

The Loudoun County Health Department will provide the 

immunizations that are required for school attendance at no 

cost. The Health Department is located in the Shenandoah 

Building at 102 Heritage Way, N.E., Suite 100, Leesburg, 

(phone number: 703-777-0236). Immunizations are 

administered by appointment. If you choose to go to the 

http://skincancer.about.com/od/preventionandriskfactors/a/prevention.htm
http://skincancer.about.com/od/preventionandriskfactors/a/prevention.htm
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Health Department for this immunization, you must bring a 

current immunization record.  

 

For rising sixth graders, documentation of the Tdap vaccine 

booster should be given to the nurse or health clinic 

specialist at your child’s elementary school this school year. 

If your child will not receive the Tdap vaccine booster 

before the end of this school year, documentation should be 

given to the middle school or high school this summer. Your 

child will not be allowed to start school without this 

immunization or a medical exemption. A list of students who 

require this immunization will be provided to each middle 

school at the end of this school year. There will be no grace 

period for your child to begin middle school on August 31, 

2015, without this vaccine.  

 

All new seventh, eighth, ninth, tenth, eleventh, and twelfth 

grade students will be required to have documentation of a 

Tdap vaccine booster prior to the start of school year 2015-

2016. Students must have documentation of this 

immunization in order to begin school on August 31, 2015. 

There will be no grace period for your child to begin school 

on August 31 without this vaccine.  

 

If you have questions, please contact your child’s physician 

or the local health department.  

 

UPDATING YOUR PHONE NUMBER:  

If your phone number (either land line or cell) has changed, 

please inform the office of the new number. This will enable 

you to get up to date information and/or changes in our daily 

schedule quickly. 

 

A BIG THANK YOU:  

During the week of May 4-8, we celebrate our faculty and 

staff with the annual “Teacher Appreciation”! We want to 

thank the PTO for their generosity! There have also been a 

lot of businesses in our community that donated items to 

make this celebration a success!!! 

The following business that supported Moorefield Station 

are: 

 Moe’s 

 Chipotle 

 Harris Teeter 

 Giant 

 Primrose School at Moorefield Station 

 The Palm Restaurant 

 Sweet Treats 

 Apt Orthodontics 

 Broadlands Orthodontics 

 BestBrains of Ashburn 

 BB&T 

 Safeway 

 Rubinos 

 Jersey Mikes 

 Enshin Karate Ashburn 

 Compass School 

 Broadland’s Brickoven 

 Broadlands Brickoven 

 Donti Dental 

A NIGHT OF  :  

What is “STEM” you ask? It is an acronym that stands for 

“Science – Technology – Engineering – Math”. Moorefield 

Station has focused on integrating a STEM component since 

it opened in 2013. We have one fully working “MakerSpace” 

are that focuses on STEM. 

On the evening of April 30, 2015, Moorefield Station hosted 

its first annual “STEM Night”. Fun was had by all. If you 

missed it, we hope that you join us next year! (See pictures 

on page 6) 

SOL Testing Time:  

Standardized testing begins in May for grades 3-5. Please 

take a moment to check out detailed schedule found on our 

website. We will keep referring to that calendar, as any 

changes in the schedule will be reflected there. 

Please make sure that your child is on time for school on 

testing days. No students are allowed to enter late into the 

testing area. Remember that a good night’s sleep is 

important. Also, a healthy breakfast is great fuel for the 

brain! 

FIELD DAY IS COMING:  

Our field day is just around the corner. Mark your calendar 

for June 5th. Moorefield Station needs volunteers to help on 

stations throughout the day. Contact Mr. Rifenburg or Mrs. 

Martin if you are willing to volunteer!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
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See out website for link and form. 
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Playground Update 

As many of you are aware, the School Board recently approved the use of some of the 

leftover CIP funds to help build our playground.  We are working with Central Office to 

get approval for a design and a timeline for construction.  As we move forward in this 

process, I will keep you updated when new information is shared with me. 

Remember, our Write-a-Check campaign continues! Thank you to everyone who has 

donated so far through this campaign. We also appreciate your support of the Danimals 

contest with puzzle pieces, cards, and postage. We’ve worked hard to reach our goal! 

The Playground Committee is finalizing the initial playground equipment plans (we’ll post 

the drawings when we get them). Keep your eye on the poster in the school lobby as we 

continue to reach for our school’s $50,000 initial goal! 

Also, don’t forget to keep casting your votes for our school in the Together Counts 

Playground Contest. The link is on the Moorefield Station website (scrolling banner 

section). You can vote from all of your email addresses, once a day! It’s very easy to 

keep re-voting after initially filling out the form. 

Note:  If due to a disability you need 

assistance to enable you to 

participate meaningfully in a school 

meeting or event, please contact the 

school office (571-252-2380) at least 

five working days prior to the event. 

We won and raised $30,000.00 for our playground!!! 

Thanks for everyone’s help!!! 

http://www.togethercounts.com/healthy-playground-makeover
http://www.togethercounts.com/healthy-playground-makeover
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