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Moorefield Station Elementary School 

22325 Mooreview Parkway 

Ashburn, VA 20148 

Principal:  Karen D. Roche 

Assistant Principal:  Mike Stine 

Admin Intern:  Colleen Flaherty 

May/June 2014 

 

A NOTE FROM THE ADMINISTRATION:  

Dear Families: 

  

I can’t believe May is already here and we are 

packing in many fun-filled events and academic 

challenges. It feels like just yesterday we were 

opening the doors for the Inagural year of Moorefield 

Station Elementary.  We have accomplished quite a lot 

in this first year and we have much to be proud of, yet 

we still have much more to accomplish.  We have had 

our Open House, many spirit days and events, we 

have had two successful Bingo Nights, an extremely 

successful “Rocking the Recess” Campaign and our 

students have helped raise money for many 

worthwhile community causes.  Thanks to some 

generous donations, we have a playground fund 

underway, as well as, a technology fund that has been 

started.  We were able to purchase a mobile Chrome 

lab with 16 Chrome books provided by Sprint and Mr. 

Jason Money. We were also able to secure funding 

from the County in order to purchase 30 laptops.  As I 

stated, we have accomplished a lot, and I look forward 

to what we can achieve in the future. 

Please remember that we start SOL testing on May 

13th. Please check the testing schedule on our website 

to be sure you don’t plan any doctor visits or trips 

during your child’s SOL testing dates. It is important 

for your child to come to school well rested, well fed, 

and on time during the testing window. 

  

As we start to wind down, I just want to say a heartfelt 

thank you for such an amazing first  year here at 

Moorefield Station. We will face each day with the 

positive attitude that makes Moorefield Station the 

special place it is.  

 

We still have several fun events to look forward to, so I 

hope everyone marks their calendar, as to not miss 

any event.  

 

As always, the school year has flown by faster than I 

wish to think, but as we close the chapter on this 

amazing first year, I know our future holds many 

exciting milestones still to come. 

Karen D. Roche 

 

Important Events for May: 

April 29 – 2nd Gr Music Performance, 6:30pm 

May 9 – Interims Sent Home 

May 12 – SOLs for Gr 3-5 Begin 

May 14 – MSE PTO Meeting, 6:30pm 

May 15 – Parent Climate Survey Due 

May 23 – 1st Gr Music Performance, 9:00am ONLY 

May 26 – Memorial Day, No School 

May 30 – Moveable Monday 

May 30 – Tentative PTO Cultural Night 

June 2 – 4th & 5th Gr Chorus Performance, 8:30am & 

 6:30pm 

June 4 – 5th Gr Visits Eagle Ridge MS 

June 6 – 5th Gr DARE Graduation 

June 6 – SOLs for Gr 3-5 End 

June 9 – Kdg Field Day 

June 10 – Gr 1-5 Field Day 

June 11 – Field Day Make-up Day 

June 13 – Last Day of School 

June 13 – 5th Gr Celebration, 10:00am 

June 18 – Report Cards Mailed Home 

September 2 – First Day of 2014-15 School Year 

 

 

Informative Parent Survey: 

Please take a moment and complete the online “Parent 

Climate Survey”. Visit our MSE website for this link. If 

you would like a hard copy of this survey, let us know! 

This important information will drive our school to 

make it a GREAT place to learn for 2014-15! 
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A MEMO FROM MUSIC:  

May and June will be busy months for music students 

at Moorefield Station. First graders are busy preparing 

the musical "The Land that I Love" which will be 

performed on Friday, May 23rd at 9am. Note the date 
and time: there is NO evening performance. Families 

are welcome to attend! Lyrics to all of the songs for this 

performance have been posted on the music page of 

the school website, which is updated regularly to keep 

you informed of upcoming musical events during the 

school year.  

 

Fourth and fifth grade chorus members have been 

busy preparing for our June 2nd performance. We will 

perform during the school day and in the evening.  

The daytime performance is 8:30am and the evening 

performance is 6:30pm. Families are welcome to 

attend both performances. Please check the website 

for lyrics and links to recordings of the songs.  We are 

so excited about this performance! 

 

Congratulations to the second graders for a 

tremendous performance of "Three Nanny Goats 

Gruff" on April 29th! Thank you to all of the parents for 

their help with costumes and to the second grade 

teachers for their continued support of music!  

 

What a wonderful first year at Moorefield Station! Each 

musical performance was outstanding. We look 

forward to more wonderful musical moments next 

year!  
 

SNIPPETS FROM SEARCH: 

The last few weeks of the school year bring many 

exciting thinking opportunities in SEARCH. 

Kindergarteners will practice decision making skills 

during the lesson Ira Sleeps Over. They will learn 

about the scientific method while we conduct an “egg 

– citing” science experiment.  Students in first grade 

will use their creativity for a fun lesson based on the 

book I Wish that I Had Duck Feet. First graders will 

also use logical reasoning to analyze groups of objects 

to determine which does not belong. Second grade 

students will participate in one of my favorite second 

grade lessons, ABC Zoo, where they will need to 

describe actions they see in a picture (with a twist, of 

course.)  In their Card Sharks lesson, students will 

define and discuss the importance of criteria and use it 

to complete sets of objects. Third grade students will 

start the month with a creativity lesson. Then, they will 

try their hand at solving a coded message in our Nurtz 

lesson. In June, many classes will make-up missed 

lessons from earlier in the year.   

 

It has been such a great year! I’ve had so much fun 

watching your children learn and grow. Please visit 

http://dc.about.com/od/seasonalfamilyfun/tp/SummerF

amilyFun.htm and http://washington.org if you are 

interested in learning about the many family activities 

that are available in our area. I wish you all a fantastic 

summer. 
 

ART E-FACTS:  

 Throughout the month of April, students in grades first 

through fifth have been busy creating self-portraits for 

Moorefield Station’s first art show. 

The first grade students have created a day dreaming 

portrait including a few of their favorite things and 

hobbies.  The second grade classes looked at famous 

artist self-portraits before beginning theirs. The third 

graders have created “Wanted” self-portraits while 

displaying a few of their own positive traits. Window 

shopping is the theme for the fourth grade projects. 

They are working on a self-portrait displaying some of 

their favorite items or activities. The fifth grade 

students looked at works by Roy Lichtenstein before 

beginning their own comic book self-portrait using 

color blocking. 

The end of the year right around the corner!  The 

students will be experimenting with three-dimensional 

art and clay processes for the last projects of the 

school year.  

Stay tuned for more information on the times and days 

for the school art show. 
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BITS AND BYTES FROM THE LAB:  
Virginia’s Standards of Learning tests are just around the 

corner. May is the month of testing! We are preparing for the 

full battery of SOL tests for Grades 3 through. If you are 

interested in practicing with your child at home, you can 

Google Search “Virginia SOL Practice Tests” or “Virginia 

SOL Interactive Tests” to browse the WWW. You would be 

amazed at the wealth of assessments out there for review! 

Moorefield Station was given a generous monetary gift from 

Mr. Money (father of Paige). We were able to purchase a 

cart of 16 Chrome Books to begin our collection of portable 

devices for student use. Thanks for such a kind donation! 

If you or someone you know would be as giving as Mr. 

Money, we are always in search of continuing building our 

collection of devices. We have started a drive to raise 

money to purchase a cart of iPads. Help us as we bring our 

Sharks into the 21st century! 

I continue to encourage you to watch the Moorefield Station 

website. We try to update you with the many changes and 

events that are occurring in Loudoun County Public Schools 

and your very own Moorefield Station 

Remember:  Keep up to date with what is happening at 

Moorefield Station Elementary School, where the Sharks are 

“always moving forward”!  

Visit http://www.lcps.org/mses.  

LINK TO THE LIBRARY:  

 Thank you so much to all of the volunteers and 

shoppers who helped to make our second book fair at 

Moorefield Station a success.  We appreciate all of the 

time and help from our many volunteers.  The total 

sales of our book fair allowed our school library to 

earn the following: 

  $ 1,000 cash profit 

  $ 3,990 in Scholastic Dollars (to be spent on books and 

other resources from Scholastic) 

  $ 2,041 worth of books taken off the fair to add to our 

collection 

 We are so grateful to have the money from this 

fundraiser to support our new and growing library 

collection.   Whether you shopped at school or online 

– thanks for supporting our book fair!  Save the date – 

the next book fair is in October 2014!   

FINAL DUE DATE: MAY 28  

All library books for the school year will be due by 

May 28.  This will allow us time to reconcile our 

inventory.  We appreciate parents helping their 

children locate overdue and/or lost books from this 

school year.  For any lost or damaged books, we will 

need to collect payment so that we can replace them.  

Thanks for your support! 

SPRING BOOK SWAP 

We still need gently used books (grades Preschool – 

Fifth Grade) for our book swap during the first week of 

June.  Since students will not be checking out library 

books during the last two weeks of school, they will be 

able to get a book (or two?) from the Book Swap to 

take home.  Each class will pick books during their 

library time the week of June 2.  We hope to have 
enough books donated for every student (that’s almost 

900) to take home a book! 

 

READING  

Look for information coming home soon about summer 

reading with suggested book lists and activities, 

including those for the Loudoun County Public 

Library’s reading program. 

VOLUNTEERING IN THE LIBRARY 

We still need more volunteers in the library 
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throughout the school year to help with general tasks.  

We need help with shelving books daily and 

processing new books.  A new school library comes 

with many extra tasks that we do not have the extra 

time for during the school day and we need help 

catching up!    Processing new books involves 

stamping, putting labels on, and covering them with 

plastic.  We also have books in need of repair and 

could use help fixing them.  We will train you to do all 

the above tasks.  Whether you have an hour or two 

once in a while or even weekly, we’d be glad to have 

your help.  Please email Mrs. Jacobson with your 

availability if you are able to help with these general 

library tasks.  Thanks in advance for your support! 

 

COUNSELOR’S CORNER: 

As the final months of school approach, we have a few 

reminders and announcements in the school 

counseling department at Moorefield Station.  First of 

all, please take a few moments to fill out the parent 

information card located on our website. This will help 

us to place your child in the best suitable classroom 

for next year.  Secondly, we are so proud of our 5th 

graders who are moving onto middle school next 

year, whether it’s Eagle Ridge or Stone Hill.  Our 

school visits and field trips have been wonderful 

experiences for the students and they displayed very 

respectful behavior during the visits.  Go Sharks! 

As counselors, we see a great deal of differences in 

emotions as the school year starts to wind down.  

Friendship problems, test anxiety, and the anticipation 

of summer can often bring out many different 

emotions and behaviors for students.  Many of our 

students are feeling a great deal of pressure from 

home and school to improve their grades and pass the 

SOL’s.  You can help at home by keeping a consistent 

schedule, bedtime routine, healthy eating and 

exercise, and opening the lines of communication for 

your child to share their concerns.  Feeling supported 

and listened to can decrease your child’s anxiety and 

promote higher self-esteem.   

Should you have any questions, need any resources, 

or have a concern you would like to share, please stop 

in and visit either counselor. 

We are continuing our character building guidance 

lessons, individual counseling, and small support 

groups throughout the year.  Listed below are some 

great books for children who may need help with 

friendship and social skills: 

American Girl Books 

Smart Girl’s Guide to Friendship Troubles 

Stand Up For Yourself and Friends 

Say Something-Peggy Moss 

Sorry-Trudy Ludwig 

Trouble Talk-Trudy Ludwig 

My Secret Bully-Trudy Ludwig 

Making Friends is an Art-Julia Cook 

Enemy Pie-Derek Munson 

Horace and Moris, But Mostly Delores 
 

 

GYM SHORTS: 

In May, we will be reviewing the 5 components of 

fitness learned at the beginning of the year. We will 

be integrating these components into a variety of 

striking games and lifetime/leisure activities. Students 

in grades 4-5 will finish up fitness testing and see how 

they have improved throughout the year.  

Don’t forget to Mark your calendars for Moorefield 

Stations first ever Field Day! Our theme this year is 

“Oceans of Fun”. Field Day will be held for 

Kindergarten students on June 9th, and grades 1-5 on 

June 10th. More information about the event will be 

sent home in May, along with a flyer for any interested 

volunteers. We can’t wait to “sea” you there!  
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SAFETY FIRST: 

All visitors to schools will be required to verify their 

identification with school personnel prior to entry; 

regardless of the frequency they may visit an individual 

school.  

To Request Entry: 

 Have Photo Identification Ready 

 Stand on the yellow footprints 

 Push and release button 

 Present photo id when asked 

 Please go directly to the office to sign in and obtain 

a visitor’s pass 

 

All exterior doors will be closed and locked at the beginning 

of school and remain so until students are released for the 

day. Using the AIPHONE will be the only way visitors will be 

admitted to the school. 

 

These security practices are intended to assure parents, 

students and staff of the school’s commitment to safety and 

security, balancing both the needs of the public with 

reasonable security provisions. 

 

FACTS FROM FLES:  

Fourth graders are  learning about “comida” (food) 

and express their favorite ones. They will use 

expressions like “me gusta” (I like) or “no me gusta” 

(I do not like). Also they are going to learn how to 

order food in Spanish by using a menu and practice a 

role play with a partner. Some examples of the 

vocabulary are below: 

  papas fritas 

la  hamburguesa 

    el pollo 

Students will say:  Me gustan las papas fritas. 

                                  No me gusta el pollo. 

Fifth graders are learning about places in the 

community (lugares en la comunidad), professions 

(profesiones), and transportation (transportación).  

They will talk about their perfect day using vocabulary 

of community. Some vocabulary words are:  la tienda, 

el banco, la piscina, el restaurante, el cine, la escuela, 

el supermercado, abogado, dortor, maestra.  

  el restaurant 

   la escuela 

  el cine 

Good job!  Buen trabajo! 

HEALTH ROOM NEWS: 

 End of Year Medications 

Some students have medication remaining in 

the Health Office at the end of the school year. 

State requirements do not allow us to store 

medications over the summer. 



 

 

 

Shark Bait 

6 
 

Please make arrangements to pick up the 

remaining medication between 7:30 am to 

3:00 pm by June 13. 

Left over medication will be discarded if is not 

collected. 

Health Form Requests 

Should you need a copy of your child’s Physical 

and Immunization records for summer camp or 

day care registration, please allow 24 hours 

from the date of your request to be processed. 

The completed forms can be sent home with 

your child or may be picked up in the office.  

A Friendly Reminder … 
 
Students are not permitted to transport any 
medicine (prescription or non-prescription) to or 
from school.  A parent or guardian must bring 
medication to the nurse, health office specialist, or 
designee.  
 
If your child was seen in the ER or had surgery, 
he/she needs a physician’s clearance to return to 
school. The clearance should include: 1/ Return to 
School Release Date 2/ Any Restrictions and the 
duration of the restrictions the student may have.  
 
Students with a Concussion Diagnosis may 
return to school with the following documents 
signed by the physician or therapy clinic: 
*A written release clearing your child to attend 
school.  
*Any Activity Restrictions or a Medical Release 
returning to physical activity 
*Instructions requiring rest breaks, eating snacks 
or avoiding light & noise 

*All documents must be updated every 4 weeks. 

Be Sun Safe 

 

Protect you and your children from the sun’s 

harmful UV rays. 

 SLIP on a shirt to cover your shoulders or 

wear long pants & long sleeved shirts if it’s 

not too hot. 

 SLOP on sunscreen with a sun protection 

factor (SPF) of 30 or higher that blocks 

UVA and UVB. Remember to wear it on 

cloudy days.  

 SLAP on a hat to protect your face, neck, 

ears and the top of your head. The wider 

the brim the better. 

 SEEK SHADE when your shadow is shorter 

than you. The suns UV rays are strongest 

between 9 am and 4 pm. 

 SLIDE on SUNGLASSES to protect your 

eyes from the sun’s rays. Look for a pair 

that blocks 99-100% of UVA and UVB rays. 

 Please keep your phone numbers and 
emergency contact information up to date 
by contacting the school by phone or email.  

 

  Note: If due to a disability you need 

assistance to enable you to 

participate meaningfully in a school 

meeting or event, please contact 

the school office (571-252-2380) at 

least five working days prior to the 

event. 
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1st Day School Supplies: 

Order Yours Online Before June 30th. 

(see link on Moorefield Station’s website) 

 

REMINDER: 

Side doors close and lock promptly at 7:50 
a.m. even if there are still cars in line. 
When the doors shut, you will need to bring 
your child in through the front doors so 
they may receive a tardy slip. Remember – 
students are encouraged to ride the school 
bus whenever possible. 
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SOLs ARE JUST AROUND THE CORNER 
 

We will administer the Virginia SOLs to ALL students in grades 3 through 5 on 

the following dates: 

 

Monday, May 12 through Friday, June 6 
  

*For a detailed schedule, please see the Moorefield Station website 

  

*It is important to have a balanced breakfast and be on time for school on 

the above days.  

 

Please Mark Your Calendar! 
 

Students Making Music! 

Please note the important dates and times for upcoming music performances:  

1st Grade – May 23, 9:00am ONLY 

4th & 5th Grade Chorus – June 2, 8:30am & 6:30pm 

Transportation Changes: 
 
If your child’s dismissal plans have changed during the 
school day, please provide us with the following- 
 

 Note to teacher preferred OR phone call to the front 
office BEFORE 2:00pm 

 Do NOT email as teacher or secretaries may be 
absent 
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