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Moorefield Station Elementary School 

22325 Mooreview Parkway 

Ashburn, VA 20148 

Principal:  Karen D. Roche 

Assistant Principal:  Colleen Flaherty 

Admin Intern:  Dr. Barb Gruber 

March 2015 

 

A NOTE FROM THE ADMINISTRATION:  

Dear Families: 

March has finally arrived. Since we have had such a cold 

winter, I am sure that you will join me in hoping spring is just 

around the corner. We have missed quite a few instructional 

days and teachers are working hard to get the entire 

required curriculum covered so our students are prepared 

for their future, as well as, any end of year assessments.  I 

think we are all ready for the spring warm up and the restart 

of outside activities. 

 

During the first week of March, students are celebrating 

Read Across America Week recognizing Dr. Seuss’ birthday. 

Please check the website for a list of different fun activities 

we have planned for each day. As you know we are 

participating in “One School, One Book” and we will be 

wrapping this up this month.  Students have enjoyed the 

guest readers and participating in the weekly trivia 

challenges. As research shows, reading to children is a key 

component to their educational experience. You might be 

surprised at how many older students enjoy being read to, 

just as much as your little ones. 

 

Be on the lookout for the yearbook order forms, as you don’t 

want to miss out on the Moorefield Station yearbook. Spring 

and club pictures are approaching quickly; we will have 

more information on yearbook purchases and spring picture 

information coming home shortly. 

 

On a more serious note, please remember that it is unlawful 

to enter the bus loop before 7:50am. I know that many 

parents drive their children to school when it is cold or 

rainy. Due to our unusual configuration this makes the car 

line very hectic in the mornings. Please remember that 

Loudoun County offers bus transportation for the majority of 

Moorefield students, so please consider this option. 

 

We are gearing up for the busy spring season, with SOL 

testing, benchmark assessments, and after school activities. 

Spring sporting activities and much more, will soon be upon 

us, and by working together, we will ensure success for all 

of our students.  

Karen D. Roche 

Important Events for March: 

Mar 2-6 – Read Across America Festivities & Dr.Seuss  

   Birthday 

Mar 3 – Pick up Market Day Orders, 6:30pm 

March 4 – Yearbook Sales Begin 

Mar 5 – Spring Picture Day 

Mar 5 – 33rd Annual Regional Loudoun Spelling Bee, 6:30pm  

 at Stone Bridge HS 

Mar 5 – Parent Info Meeting at Stone Hill MS, 7:00pm 

Mar 8 – Daylight Savings Time 

Mar 11 – Meteorologist Visit, 1:00pm 

Mar 11 – PTO Meeting, 6:30pm in Library 

Mar 14 – Odyssey of the Mind Tournament at Park View HS 

Mar 23 – Dental Screening Continues 

Mar 25 – Stone Hill MS Visits Fifth Grade 

Mar 26 – Career Dress Up Day or College Attire 

Mar 27 – End of Third Grading Period 

Mar 27 – Yearbook Sales End 

Mar 30 – April 3 – Spring Break, No School 

Apr 6 – Student Holiday, Teacher Workday- No School 

Apr 7 – Classes Resume, Moveable Monday 

 

A MEMO FROM MUSIC:  

During the month of March, the students will continue to 

learn about Jazz music and our Composer/Musician of the 

Quarter, Ella Fitzgerald. 

Spring chorus rehearsals began last month for our Spring 

concert on June 3
rd

 Please, note the rehearsal change for fifth 

grade. Fourth grade will continue to rehearse on Friday 

mornings from 7:30-7:55am and the fifth grade will rehearse 

on Wednesday mornings from 7:30-7:55am. Check the 

website if you have questions or to find more information.  

 

We encourage you to visit our website regularly. Anything 

that we send home, we post on the website. If you are unsure 

about a date or time, we post that information as well.  

 

Visit our website to find a general and tentative listing of 

concepts for each grade level, which will be covered in 

music class this month.  If you’d like to find out more about 

what we are doing in class, ask your child!  

 

SNIPPETS FROM SEARCH: 

During the month of March, all kindergarten through third 

grade students will utilize their reasoning and connecting 

thinking to figure out some great problems. Kindergarten 

students will be introduced to figural analogies, and first 
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grade students will work cooperatively to solve various 

analogies of their own. In second grade, students will work 

together to solve doublets (also referred to as word chains). 

Third
 

grade students will work cooperatively to interpret 

and answer questions about a very strange map. Our next 

cycle of lessons will begin at the end of the month and 

continue after we return from spring break. For this group of 

lessons, students in kindergarten will figure out the 

connection between the letters of the alphabet and the 

“tomorrow” ideas they represent in the creative book called 

Tomorrow’s Alphabet. Students in first grade will work 

cooperatively to problem solve using dominoes. Second 

graders will use the creative process to make a picture using 

two and a half circles. In third grade, students will be 

introduced to the wonderfully-addictive game of SET. I’m 

looking forward to a fun month! 

 

 

ART E-FACTS:  

 Throughout the month of February, students in grades first 

through fifth have been busy exploring medias, techniques, 

and categories of Art. The students have been learning new 

“art words” and studying various artists and art styles.  

The first grade students learned about the art word “texture” 

and used it in a fantasy tree house lesson. The first grade 

students are currently finishing Aboriginal art pieces while 

learning painting techniques.  The second grade class 

created Chinese New Year Lanterns from paper. The 

students learned about the history and traditions of the 

Chinese Lantern Festival before beginning their lanterns.  

The third graders learned about the processes and history of 

Mali Mud Cloths. The students used some of the similar 

process in creating their own “mud cloth” design.  Also, the 

students in fourth grade finished a challenging lesson on 

symmetry while focusing on positive and negative space. 

The fourth graders are currently working on a project 

involving one-point perspective.  Finally, the fifth grade 

students have recently finished a paper collage lesson 

based on the works of Burton Morris.  The students used 

hearts as the subject for this lesson. 

During the month of March, each of the grades will be 

focusing on creating pieces for school-wide art show in June. 

More information will follow closer to the time. 

 

 

BITS AND BYTES FROM THE LAB:  
 

If you have visited our campus, the MakerSpace area in our 

lobby is very active. The third grade classes were 

introduced to the ActivTable. After reading two stories, each 

class compared and contrasted both books by completing a 

Venn diagram. Mrs. Grzech’s class eagerly worked with 

science activities in collaborative groups. If you visited the 

school you probably saw cell models that the fifth graders 

created assessing all that they learning from their unit of 

study.  

 

Our PTO has purchased 20 more iPads to complete our set. 

We now have a complete classroom set! Thanks PTO!!! 

Please consider working with our school’s PTO in some 

capacity throughout the year. Every little bit that you do for 

them goes a long way for the entire school!!! 

 

If you haven’t noticed, our school’s website is always being 

updated. A new addition is our aerial shots of our school and 

campus. A select group of students are eagerly working on a 

video tour of our school. The video is almost complete. You 

can find excerpts of each tour as you walk around our 

school. Cards with QR codes allow you to scan and watch 

each small video. The compilation of all videos will be 

available online soon! 

LINK TO THE LIBRARY:  

Please visit the Library page on our school’s website. You’ll 

find important information regarding general procedures 

and circulation policies for the library as well as what 

students are learning during weekly library lessons. 

VOLUNTEERING IN THE LIBRARY FOR BOOK FAIR: 

Our Spring Book Fair dates have changed. It begins April 20 

and ends April 24. We need volunteers in the library 

throughout this on a variety of tasks. Without your help, this 

great event will not be as successful. Look for an electronic 

sign up on our Moorefield Station Library Webpage soon! 
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COUNSELOR’S CORNER: 

Thanks to all of the families who made our shoe drive a 

success! We collected over a hundred shoes to send to 

Honduras. Guidance lessons this month will be a 

combination of positive thinking and perspectives as well as 

career lessons. Please join us for career/college dress up 

day Thursday March 26th! Students are encouraged to wear 

an outfit that they may wear to work one day, or college 

spirit wear to promote further education.   

You may notice that there are 2 other counselors in the 

building working with Mrs. Riedel and Mrs. Smith. We are 

very lucky to be providing supervision to two amazing 

students working towards their Master’s in School 

Counseling. Miss Perez is working with Mrs. Riedel, and Mr. 

Jones is working with Mrs. Smith, feel free to stop by and 

introduce yourself!  

  

GYM SHORTS: 

What We Are Learning- 

As we spring forward into March, the P.E. department is 

prepped and ready for a jam packed month of Anatomy, 

Basketball, and Volleyball. Don't be surprised if your child 

comes home with a rather large vocabulary after learning 

some of our fancy names for the skeletal and muscular 

systems! 

Family Fitness Night- 

The P.E. department will be hosting a family fitness night at 

Rock Ridge High School on Friday March 20th from 6:00 

p.m.-7:30 p.m. Admission is FREE!!!!! Donations to help 

support the Jacobson Family will be appreciated. Come 

dressed ready to participate in our activities!!!! 

Skills of the Month: 

Skeletal System  

Muscular System  

Dribbling, Passing, and shooting a basketball  

Striking, passing, and setting a volleyball 

 

 

SAFETY FIRST: 

All visitors to schools will be required to verify their 

identification with school personnel prior to entry regardless 

of the frequency they may visit an individual school.  

To Request Entry: 

 Have Photo Identification Ready 

 Stand on the yellow footprints 

 Push and release button 

 Present photo id when asked 

 Please go directly to the office to sign in and obtain 

a visitor’s pass 

 

All exterior doors will be closed and locked at the beginning 

of school and remain so until students are released for the 

day. Using the AIPHONE will be the only way visitors will be 

admitted to the school. 

 

These security practices are intended to assure parents, 

students and staff of the school’s commitment to safety and 

security, balancing both the needs of the public with 

reasonable security provisions. 

 

 

VOLUNTEER NOTICE:  

Don’t forget that Loudoun County has a policy that all 

volunteers must submit a “volunteer form” to the 

elementary. If you are planning on volunteering at 

Moorefield Station, please submit this form to our office staff. 

A copy of the form can be found on our school’s website on 

the right side bar. 

 

HEALTH ROOM NEWS: 

Thank you ….. Dr. Lara Saleh and her staff from 

littlesmiles dentistry for performing the dental 

screenings on February 4th and 23rd. KUDOS to our 

volunteers Mrs. Robyn Davinic and Mrs. Hilary 

Schubert for lending a helping hand!! 

A student will need a physician’s clearance for school 

attendance after surgery, a serious injury or an ER 
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visit. It should include when the student can return to 

school, any restrictions the student may have, and the 

duration of any restrictions.- Students Rights and 

Responsibilities Handbook 

Students are not permitted to transport any medicine 

(prescription or non-prescription) to or from school. A 

parent or guardian must bring medication to the nurse, 

health office specialist, or designee. Medication must be 

brought to school in the original container with 

appropriate label intact.  Medication will be kept in a 

locked medicine area of the health office. 

A change in your child’s medication or dosage amount 

requires a new Loudoun County Medication Form.  You 

may obtain this form from the school Health Office or on 

the Loudoun County Public School website. 

Your child should stay home until he/she has been 

fever free for 24 hours without medication.  

If your child is ill and will be absent from school, contact 

the Absentee Phone Line or Absentee Email. Please 

inform the school if your child has a contagious illness, 

i.e., strep throat, chicken pox, impetigo etc.  

To request a copy of your child’s health records, email: 

jeni.stuart@lcps.org with your child’s name, grade and 

teacher. Allow 24-hours when requesting a copy of the 

health records. They will be sent home with your child 

in the backpack. 

Please keep your phone numbers and emergency 

contact information up to date by contacting the school 

by phone or email.  

 

DAY CARE RIDERS:  

If you are a parent with children attending daycare facilities 

at the end of each day, it is important that you communicate 

with them if your child is absent on a particular day, they are 

participating in an after school event, or that you have 

picked your child up early from school. 

 

 

UPDATING YOUR PHONE NUMBER:  

If your phone number (either land line or cell) has changed, 

please inform the office of the new number. This will enable 

you to get up to date information and/or changes in our daily 

schedule quickly. 

READING READINESS: 

One Book, One School Program 

 

We have been a community of readers this month here at 

Moorefield Station.  We have participated in One Book, One 

School, a school-wide read aloud program where every 

class is listening to the same pages on the same days.  This 

year, our book was The One and Only Ivan, by Katherine 

Applegate.  This is a beautiful story about a friendship 

between a shopping mall gorilla named Ivan and a baby 

elephant named Ruby.  When Ruby arrives, Ivan hopes to 

make a change for the better.  We have had guest readers 

from our community come in to read to classes, including 

“The Voice of Loudoun County Public Schools”, Mr. Wayde 

Byard.  Classes had the opportunity to answer trivia 

questions about the book and enter a weekly drawing for a 

beautiful classroom poster and a set of stickers.  They also 

wrote inspiring quotes from the book on the bulletin board 

in the front hallway.  In spite of the snowy weather, we have 

all managed to keep together in our reading!  We are 

looking forward to participating in this program again next 

year! 

Read Across America and Dr. Seuss Week 

 

Moorefield Station is celebrating Read Across America and 

Dr. Seuss Week March 2nd through March 6th.  Mrs. Roche, 

our principal, will kick-off the week by issuing a 

proclamation on the March 2nd morning broadcast and 

having us all read a reading oath.  We also have a variety of 

activities planned for the week.  Information about the 

activities can be found on the school website homepage and 

on the parent letter your child brought home.  Classes will 

also graph their favorite Dr. Seuss book.  Be sure to check it 

out on the bulletin board in the front hallway.  Of course, Dr. 

Seuss books will be read during this fun-filled week!  

mailto:jeni.stuart@lcps.org
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.nashvilleparent.com/?attachment_id=28710&ei=EETmVOGnMvC_sQSQ14LYBA&bvm=bv.85970519,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNFT2CAxn7jzD7un9STlZ3dSeiBU5w&ust=1424463320674420
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First Annual 
Multicultural Night 
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Playground Update 

As many of you are aware, the School Board recently approved the use of some of the 

leftover CIP funds to help build our playground.  We are working with Central Office to 

get approval for a design and a timeline for construction.  As we move forward in this 

process, I will keep you updated when new information is shared with me. 

Remember, our Write-a-Check campaign continues! Thank you to everyone who has 

donated so far through this campaign. We also appreciate your support of the Danimals 

contest with puzzle pieces, cards, and postage. We’ve worked hard to reach our goal! 

The Playground Committee is finalizing the initial playground equipment plans (we’ll post 

the drawings when we get them). Keep your eye on the poster in the school lobby as we 

continue to reach for our school’s $50,000 initial goal! 

Also, don’t forget to keep casting your votes for our school in the Together Counts 

Playground Contest. The link is on the Moorefield Station website (scrolling banner 

section). You can vote from all of your email addresses, once a day! It’s very easy to 

keep re-voting after initially filling out the form. 

See either the Moorefield Station website or the http://www.hallowedground.org/Education/Extreme-

Journey-Camps for registration form and further detailed information! 

Note:  If due to a disability you need 

assistance to enable you to 

participate meaningfully in a school 

meeting or event, please contact the 

school office (571-252-2380) at least 

five working days prior to the event. 

http://www.togethercounts.com/healthy-playground-makeover
http://www.togethercounts.com/healthy-playground-makeover
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