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Moorefield Station Elementary School 

22325 Mooreview Parkway 

Ashburn, VA 20148 

Principal:  Karen D. Roche 

Assistant Principal:  Colleen Flaherty 

Admin Intern:  Dr. Barb Gruber 

January 2015 

 

A NOTE FROM THE ADMINISTRATION:  

Dear Families: 

Happy New Year, Moorefield Station Families! Welcome 

back for an exciting and fast paced new year. 

I hope everyone enjoyed a wonderful break with your 

children. I hope your holidays were stress free and fun for 

the entire family. 

When students return, hang on because there are many 

academic challenges ahead. Students in grades 2-5 will start 

preparing for the mid-year benchmark testing.  Please 

remember that the benchmarks are not graded, but used to 

guide teacher instruction. Grades K-2 will begin mid-year 

PALS and DRA testing. Students in grades 3-5 that did not 

meet the Fall benchmark in the DRA will also be tested.  

The end of the second nine weeks will be January 23rd (this 

date is subject to change if we have any snow days). 

The second grade will hold a music performance on January 

28th. More information will be coming home soon to second 

grade parents. 

Again I ask, especially since the children are coming off a 

vacation, that you have your child in school and on time 

every day that he/she is well. Their presence for every 

minute of instructional time is critical.  

 

I look forward to an amazing 2015! 

Karen D. Roche 

Important Events for January: 

Dec 22 – Jan 2, 2015 – Winter Break 

Jan 6 – Market Day Order Pickup, 6:30pm-7:30pm 

January 8 – Spelling Bee 

Jan 13 – Spelling Bee Make-up Date 

Jan 13 – PTO Family Night Out at Fuddruckers 

Jan 14 – PTO Meeting, 6:30pm 

Jan 15 – Geography Bee 

Jan 19 – MLK Jr. Holiday, No School 

Jan 22 – Moveable Monday Schedule 

Jan 23 – End of Second Quarter 

Jan 26 – Moveable Student Holiday, Teacher Workday 

Jan 28 – Market Day Sales End 

Jan 28 – Second Gr Music Performance 

Jan 29 – Geography Bee Make-up Date 

Feb 2 – PTO After-School Enrichment Programs Begin 

Feb 3 – Pick Up Market Day Orders, 6:30pm 

Feb 4 – Report Cards Sent Home 

 

A MEMO FROM MUSIC:  

This month, Moorefield Station second grade students will 

continue working on their musical performance “The Three 

Piggy Opera” to be performed on Wednesday, January 28, 

2015 at 6:30pm.  Please visit the website with any 

questions.  Students who have been assigned speaking or 

instrumental parts have been notified and have begun to 

work on these in class.  Lyrics to the songs for all upcoming 

performances will be posted on the music page of the school 

website, which is updated regularly. 

 

Rehearsals for 4th and 5th grade spring chorus will begin the 

first week of February.  The rehearsal schedule is: 4th Grade- 

Friday Mornings from 7:30-7:55am & 5th Grade- Wednesday 

Mornings from 7:30-7:55am.  The deadline to sign up for 

spring chorus is Monday, January 12th.  The form is on the 

website for registration. 

  

Any 5th grade member of the spring chorus is also eligible to 

audition for one of the five positions for the Loudoun County 

All County Chorus.  Those auditions (sing “Happy Birthday” 

and “America”) will take place at 2:00pm on Monday, 

January 12th (Edwards, Elnicki, Kelley, & Leach) or 

Wednesday, January 14th (Lee, Lissak, & Wagner).  Results 

will be announced on Friday, January 16th.  For more 

information regarding this event, please visit the website. 

 

 

SNIPPETS FROM SEARCH: 

 During the month of January, all kindergarten through third 

grade students will utilize their Reasoning Thinking Key. 

First, kindergarten and
 
first grade students will use clues 

and deductive reasoning to solve logic matrix problems. 

Then, kindergarteners will think creatively about different 

types of houses in our A House is a House for Me lesson. First 

graders will read a fun book by Ann Jonas; they will be 

encouraged to look at objects from different perspectives as 

they create their own unique pictures. Second grade 

students will use their reasoning and connecting thinking to 

solve verbal and figural analogies. Students will then use 

divergent thinking and the creative process, as well as 

practice self-evaluation, in a fun activity called Unique Ideas. 
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Third grade students will work collaboratively and use logic 

clues to identify 4 – 6 digit numbers in our Clue Me In lesson. 

Students will continue to rely on their reasoning thinking as 

they attempt to solve a challenging math problem.   

  

 

ART E-FACTS:  

Students in grades first through fifth have been busy artists. 

The first grade classes on Monday and Tuesday created 

African bead necklaces using paper rolling techniques. The 

first grade classes on Wednesday-Friday have recently 

finished a project demonstrating the understanding or 

organic and geometric shapes. The second grade students 

on Mondays and Tuesdays are continuing to focus on Faith 

Ringgold’s art work “Tar Beach.” The second grade classes 

on Wednesday-Friday have finished up Native American 

Weavings. Third graders are working on using their creative 

minds to turn their cursive names into aliens using a print-

making technique. In addition, the fourth grade students are 

finishing up a lengthy lesson using their names in a radial 

design.  Finally, fifth graders learned about the artist Andy 

Warhol before creating a print-making piece with the focus 

on food. The students are continuing to print their final 

designs. 

Throughout the month of January, the students will continue 

using the elements of design in their artworks, along with 

learning new “art words.”   We will be learning about new 

artists and works of art.  In addition, we will be integrating 

art with cultures learned in the classroom. 

 

BITS AND BYTES FROM THE LAB:  
During the second nine weeks, students have been 

introduced to various technology tools. We have received an 

ActivTable that students will experience in the Makerspace 

area in our first floor lobby. We also have two Osmo devices 

that work with our iPads. You can check this GREAT device 

at www.playosmo.com. Some classes have already used a 

wonderful presentation app like Classflow to engage 

students in learning. 

Benchmark testing will commence when we return from the 

break. The standardized assessments begin on January 12 

and end on February 6. This is a perfect time for teachers to 

see how students understand the concepts taught during the 

second nine weeks. These tests comprise questions that are 

similar to what they will see on the end of year SOL tests!  

LINK TO THE LIBRARY:  

DAMAGED and OVERDUE – Makes Us Feel Blue! 

Already this school year, we have had to discard 10 library 

books due to mold. We discover many damaged books as 

they are returned to the library.   Some appear to have had 

water damage, others have sticky substances, or even stains 

on pages.   Those that have already started to grow mold 

have to be discarded immediately. Many other books have 

pages that are ripped or crinkled and others have been 

scribbled on or colored. At the beginning of the school year, 

we review how to take care of library books – what to do and 

what to avoid.  We are asking for your help in reminding 

students to follow these guidelines with library books: 

 *Keep books away from food and drinks (even in the 

backpack!) 

 *Keep books away from younger siblings who are not as 

experienced handling library books. 

 *Turn pages gently, at the corners. 

 *Use a bookmark to hold your place instead of something 

thicker. 

 *Wash hands after eating or drinking to avoid sticky or 

stained books. 

As we remind students, if anything happens to a library 

book, it is best to bring it to the library as soon as possible to 

see if we can repair it. We would rather try to fix it than have 

to discard it or charge a student to replace it. Any book that 

is lost or damaged beyond repair needs to be paid for so 

that we can replace it. While we are very appreciative of 

payment for damaged and lost books throughout the school 

year, we are not able to place an order to replace them until 

the end of the school year. So, taking care of and keeping 

track of library books throughout the year is imperative. 

 

We have many students with overdue library books. As you 
know, our school library serves ALL 1,044 students and 

over 100 staff members. As we are a growing library, in 

our second year, we do not have multiple copies of the 

majority of our titles.  We have growing request/hold lists of 
students and teachers for many different titles.  Students 
who have overdue books are preventing others from 
borrowing books. The loan period is 14 days, however, if a 

student is finished reading a book before then, they should 
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return it.  Books are collected for return every morning from 

every class, no matter their assigned class library day.   

Also, keep in mind that Preschool, Kindergarten, First and 

Second grades visit the library weekly and have a class 

checkout time. Third, Fourth and Fifth grade students have 

an assigned class time for checkout every other week.   

Students who have books out when it is their class check-out 

time are not able to check out additional books at that time.   

All students, in any grade, are permitted to check out books 

on any day, at any time, as long as they are not missing 

instructional time in the classroom and have returned their 

outstanding library books. 

 

 VOLUNTEERING IN THE LIBRARY 

We could use some more help in the library throughout the 

school year with general tasks. We need help with shelving 

books daily and processing new books.  Our school library 

is still growing and will be for years to come – a new library 

comes with many extra tasks that we do not have the extra 

time for during the school day. We need help catching up!  

☺  Processing new books involves stamping, putting labels 

on, and covering them with plastic over the book jackets.  

We also already have books in need of repair and could use 

help fixing them. We will train you to do all the above tasks.  

Whether you have an hour or two once in a while or even 

weekly, we’d be glad to have your help. Please email Mrs. 

Jacobson (michelle.jacobson@lcps.org) with your 

availability if you are able to help with these general library 

tasks. Thanks in advance for your support! 

 

REMINDER:  FREE eBooks!    

Our school library has over 800 ebooks!  And you can access 

these for free!  Go to mackin.com/via.   After typing in and 

then selecting our school’s name, students login the same 

way they login to the school devices:  username is their 

ID/lunch number; password is their birth month and date 

 BOOK SWAP    

We need donations of gently used (or new) books for all 

grade levels (PreK – 5) for our Book Swap at the end of the 

year.  This is a yearly event, but we will collect books 

throughout the year to be ready!  ☺ Every student will get to 

choose a book (or more if we have enough), regardless of 

whether or not they were able to donate books.  Last year, 

we were in desperate need of chapter books for grades 2 – 

5.  There is a big box in the library to collect books.  Thanks 

for your support!   

 

COUNSELOR’S CORNER: 

 During the month of January, classroom lessons focus on 

uniqueness and acceptance as well as appreciating cultural 

diversity.  The students will each design a handprint for our 

“Celebrate Diversity Tree” . We’re excited to watch the 

growth of our tree during the next few weeks of over 1000 

handprint leaves. 

Our service partners club selected a hat, scarf, mitten and 

glove drive for our January service project. Please 

contribute any new or unused items on this list so those in 

need can stay warm this winter.  We’ll place the items on our 

“Shark Givng Tree” in the main office. 

Fifth grade parents: Please check the school website for 

dates regarding your child’s transition of middle school. We 

will send home detailed information in your child’s Monday 

folder in the coming weeks.  

  

GYM SHORTS: 

In PE we will be dancing our way into the New Year! Not 

only will we be burning lots of calories, but we will also be 

learning about calories as we start our nutrition unit. 

Students will learn how to read nutrition labels, identify the 5 

food groups, and understand how our bodies use 

macronutrients. They will play a variety of fitness games that 

incorporate these nutrition concepts. Students in grades 4-5 

will also complete a mid-year fitness assessment to track 

their yearly progress. 

Reminder:  As the weather gets colder and boot season 

approaches, please remember to bring an extra pair of 

sneakers to wear for PE! 
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SAFETY FIRST: 

All visitors to schools will be required to verify their 

identification with school personnel prior to entry regardless 

of the frequency they may visit an individual school.  

To Request Entry: 

• Have Photo Identification Ready 

• Stand on the yellow footprints 

• Push and release button 

• Present photo id when asked 

• Please go directly to the office to sign in and obtain 

a visitor’s pass 

 

All exterior doors will be closed and locked at the beginning 

of school and remain so until students are released for the 

day. Using the AIPHONE will be the only way visitors will be 

admitted to the school. 

 

These security practices are intended to assure parents, 

students and staff of the school’s commitment to safety and 

security, balancing both the needs of the public with 

reasonable security provisions. 

 

 

VOLUNTEER NOTICE:  

Don’t forget that Loudoun County has a policy that all 

volunteers must submit a “volunteer form” to the 

elementary. If you are planning on volunteering at 

Moorefield Station, please submit this form to our office staff. 

A copy of the form can be found on our school’s website on 

the right side bar. 

 

HEALTH ROOM NEWS: 

Update Emergency Cards 

Please keep your phone numbers and emergency contact 

information up to date by contacting the school by phone or 

email.  

Returning to School after Surgery or Emergency Room 

Visit -Students are expected to bring a physician’s 

clearance for school attendance. This clearance should 

include when the student is released to return to school, 

what restrictions the student may have, and the duration of 

any restrictions.-From the Students Rights and 

Responsibilities Handbook 

Medications at School 

• Students are not permitted to transport any 

medicine (prescription or non-prescription) to or 

from school. A parent or guardian must bring 

medication to the nurse/ health office specialist, or 

designee.  Medication must be brought to school in 

the original container with appropriate label intact.  

Medication will be kept in a locked medicine 

cabinet in the health office. 

• A new Loudoun County Medication Authorization 

Form must be submitted whenever there is a 

change in your child’s medication or dosage 

amount.  The form can be found on the Loudoun 

County Public School website. 

 
Keep your child home if s/he has: 

• A fever of 100.4 degrees or higher 

• Has been vomiting 

• Has symptoms that prevent him/her from 

participating in school, such as: 

o Excessive tiredness or lack of appetite 

o Productive cough or sneezing 

o Sore throat 

o Headache, earache, body aches 

 

Medical Form Copies- Please email, jeni.stuart@lcps.org 

to request a copy of your child’s medical forms, include your 

child’s name and the teacher’s name. Allow a 24 hour turn-

around time. The form can be picked up in the Main Office 

or sent home with your child. 

Did you know… 

• Students must be kept home until your child has 

been fever free for 24 hours without medication.  

• ‘Tis the Cold and Flu Season! Good hand washing, 

using plenty of soap and water for 20 seconds, is 

key to preventing illness.  

• A severe sore throat could be strep even if there is no 

fever. Other symptoms of strep in children are 

headache and stomach upset. Contact your 

pediatrician as your child needs a special test. 

• Colds can be contagious for at least 24 hours. 

Returning to school too soon may slow the recovery 

and expose others unnecessarily to illness. 
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• Apply lip balm on chapped lips before leaving for 

school in the morning. He/she may bring lip balm 

to school to reapply during the day.  

 

Baby, it’s cold outside …. Students should wear warm coats 

to school and bring hats and/or gloves to wear during 

outdoor recess.  

 

DAY CARE RIDERS:  

If you are a parent with children attending daycare facilities 

at the end of each day, it is important that you communicate 

with them if your child is absent on a particular day or that 

you have picked your child up early from school. 

 

SPEED LIMIT ON SCHOOL GROUNDS:  

We are concerned for the safety of your child at school. If 

you are on our grounds, please pay attention to your speed 

while driving on our campus. We have noticed adults going 

over the state required speed of 25 MPH. Please help us 

keep your children safe!  

 

 

 

WE HAVE A MASCOT-BUT NEED A NAME:  

Help us name our new mascot! 

Send your suggestions to moorefieldstation@my-

pto.org and we'll put the most popular options out for a 

school-wide vote!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

A LOT TO SING ABOUT:  

We had a lot of opportunities to sing at Moorefield Station 

during the month of December. The fourth and fifth grade 

chorus had a concert and the school had a holiday “sing-a-

long”! 
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   PTO After School Enrichment Programs 
Check out the PTO website – found on the Moorefield Station webpage! 

Activities offered: 

• Theater 

• Baking 

• Running 

• Crafts 

• Art 

• Photoshop Fun 

And Many More!!! 

 

Pre registration is NOW OPEN. Don’t Delay! 

Playground Update 

Please consider e-mailing the Loudoun County School Board members to request the 
release of the remaining Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) bond funds ($40,000) to help 
fund our playground.  

 
Our Write-a-Check campaign is off to a GREAT start with over $6,700 received as of 

November 12! Thank you to everyone who has donated so far through this campaign. We 

also appreciate your support of the Danimals contest with puzzle pieces, cards, and 

postage. We’ve worked hard to reach our goal! The Playground Committee is finalizing 

the initial playground equipment plans (we’ll post the drawings when we get them). Keep 

your eye on the poster in the school lobby as we reach for our $50,000 initial goal! 

Don’t forget to keep casting your votes for our school in the Together Counts 

Playground Contest. The link is on the Moorefield Station website (scrolling banner 

section). You can vote from all of your email addresses, once a day! It’s very easy to 

keep re-voting after initially filling out the form. 
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Operational Procedures for School  

Closing or Delays 

Due to Inclement Weather, Power Outages, Road Closures, 

Environmental Hazards,  

or Other Emergencies 

2014-2015 School Year 

Decision Making Process 

The Superintendent or designee will make the determination 

to delay opening or to close schools in emergency situations 

based upon the recommendation from the Assistant 

Superintendent for Support Services. The Assistant 

Superintendent for Support Services will obtain information 

from the Director of Transportation and the Director of 

Facilities Services, utility companies, and other appropriate 

sources prior to making a recommendation to close or delay 

schools.  A decision will be made as early as possible in 

order to ensure the safety of LCPS students and staff 

members and to provide parents and staff members with 

timely notification. 

Types of Closing/Schedule Changes 

All-Day Closing – “Schools and Administrative Offices are 

Closed”  

All schools and administrative offices will be closed 

for the day. 

Essential personnel will report to work as 

scheduled.   

Exceptions must be approved by the 

supervisor in advance.   

Essential personnel not able to report to 

work will be charged with annual leave. 

Extracurricular activities, interscholastic 

contests, team practices, and non-school 

activities are canceled. 

Field trips are canceled. 

In-service programs and classes for 

teachers and adult education are canceled. 

All community use of facilities and grounds 

is canceled. 

All-Day Closing – “Schools are Closed”  

 All schools will be closed for the day. 

Essential personnel will report to work as 

scheduled.  

Exceptions must be approved by the 

supervisor in advance. 

Essential personnel not able to report to 

work will be charged with annual leave. 

All 12-month employees should report to 

work as scheduled or contact their 

supervisor to request annual leave if 

unable to report to work. 

Extracurricular activities, interscholastic 

contests, team practices, and non-school 

activities are canceled. 

Field trips are canceled. 

In-service programs and classes for 

teachers and adult education are canceled. 

All community use of facilities and grounds 

is canceled. 

All-Day Closing – “Schools are Closed – Administrative 

Offices Open at (Designated Time)” 

All schools will be closed for the day. 

Administrative Offices open at (Designated Time) 

Essential personnel will report to work as 

scheduled. 

Exceptions must be approved by the 

supervisor. 

Essential personnel not able to report to 

work will be charged with annual leave. 
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All 12-month employees should report to 

work at (Designated Time) or contact their 

supervisor to request annual leave if 

unable to report to work. 

Extracurricular activities, interscholastic 

contests, team practices, and non-school 

activities are canceled. 

Field trips are canceled. 

In-service programs and classes for 

teachers and adult education are canceled. 

All community use of facilities and grounds 

is canceled.  

Two-Hour Delayed Opening – “Schools and Administrative 

Offices will Open Two-Hours Late” 

All schools and administrative offices will operate 

on a two-hour delayed opening.  

Essential personnel will report to work as 

scheduled. 

Exceptions must be approved by the 

supervisor. 

Essential personnel not able to report to 

work will be charged with annual leave. 

All School Nutrition Office and school staff 

shall report to work as regularly 

scheduled.  

All other employees shall report on a two-

hour delay.  

Program schedules are adjusted as below for a two-hour 

delay. 

PROGRAM TWO-HOUR DELAY - ADJUSTED 

SCHEDULE  

Full-Day 

Programs 

Students will arrive two (2) hours late at 

their program school and will remain 

until the end of the normal school day. 

Half-day 

Kindergarten / 

STEP (4-year-

old) 

A.M. Session – will begin two (2) 

hours late and remain in school for two 

hours.  These students will leave school 

one hour later than usual. 

  
P.M. Session – will begin one (1) hour 

late and remain in school for two hours, 

dismissing at the regular time. 

Half-Day 

ELL 

Elementary Schools – Students will go 

to their ELL school on a two-hour 

delayed schedule and will follow the 

kindergarten release procedures. 

 
Middle & High Schools – Students will 

stay on their regular delayed opening 

schedule. 

Head Start 

Students in this program will arrive at 

school on a two-hour delayed schedule 

and will dismiss at their regular 

dismissal time. 

 

Early Childhood 

(Pre-School) 

AM Session – Will begin two (2) hours 

late and remain in school for three (3) 

hours.  These students will leave school 

one (1) hour later than normal. 

 
PM Session – Will begin one (1) hour 

late and remain in school for three (3) 

hours dismissing at the regular time. 

Monroe 

Technology 

Center and 

Academy of 

Science 

Students will arrive two (2) hours late 

and remain until normal dismissal time. 

 

Early Closing 

It may become necessary due to inclement weather 

or emergency to dismiss students prior to the 

scheduled time.  Notification of the exact time of 

closing will be provided to the schools, parents, 

media and other essential parties. 

Lunch will be served in schools where it 

has been prepared and time for serving is 

available. 

Extracurricular activities, interscholastic 

contests, team practices, and non-school 

activities requiring bus transportation will 

be canceled for the rest of the day and 

evening. 

Field trips will be canceled unless already 

departed.  Recall efforts will be made by 

school principal or designee. 
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In-service programs and classes for 

teachers and adult education will be 

canceled. 

All community use of facilities and grounds 

will be canceled. 

Exceptions to any of the above not 

requiring bus transportation service will be 

at the discretion of the school principal or 

designee.  

One-Hour Early Closing 

All bus routes will operate as usual except 

for beginning one (1) hour earlier than the 

normal time. 

Two-Hour Early Closing 

All bus routes will operate two (2) hours 

earlier than the normal time with the 

following program adjustments and/or 

exceptions. 

PROGRAM 
TWO-HOUR EARLY DISMISSAL 

SCHEDULE ADJUSTMENTS 

Half-Day 

Kindergarten / 

STEP (4-year-

old) 

Morning Kindergarten will go home at 

their regular time. 

All afternoon programs are canceled. 

 

ELL 

 

 

All afternoon classes are canceled. 

Pre-School, 

Special 

Education Early 

Childhood 

Classes and 

Head Start 

Programs 

AM Sessions – These students will 

remain at school until the time other 

students are dismissed.  These students 

will ride their regular bus with the other 

special education students. 

 
PM Sessions are canceled. 

FUTURA 

Monroe 

Technology 

Center 

Academy of 

Science 

Students will be transported back to 

their home school two (2) hours earlier 

than normal. 

GED Program 
Students will ride back to their home 

schools with the Douglass School 

students. 

  

REMINDER: 

Side doors close and lock promptly at 7:50 

a.m. even if there are still cars in line. 

When the doors shut, you will need to bring 

your child in through the front doors so 

they may receive a tardy slip. Remember – 

students are encouraged to ride the school 

bus whenever possible. 

Transportation Changes: 
 
If your child’s dismissal plans have changed 
during the school day, please provide us with 
the following- 
 

• Note to teacher preferred OR phone call 
to the front office BEFORE 2:00pm 

• Do NOT email as teacher or secretaries 
may be absent 
 

Our PTO is hosting a Market Day each month. 

Great items for each season for your 

purchase. Check out the flyers that arrive 

home so you don’t miss out on super seasonal 

tastes!!! 

Order deadlines and pick up dates are posted 

on our school’s website calendar! 
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