
 

 

 

Shark Bait 

1 
 

Moorefield Station Elementary School 

22325 Mooreview Parkway 

Ashburn, VA 20148 

Principal:  Karen D. Roche 

Assistant Principal:  Colleen Flaherty 

Administrative Dean:  Joe Dolansky 

December 2016 

 

A NOTE FROM THE ADMINISTRATION:  

Dear Families: 

Over the Thanksgiving holiday, I hope you and your families 

had a chance to relax and re-energize. We have 15 jam 

packed instructional days this month.  

 

November was a very busy month. We had parent/teacher 

conferences in conjunction with report cards. We also 

welcomed over 900 visitors to Moorefield Station for 

American Education week. Students in all grades took 

Common Assessments during this month. Don’t panic! These 

are not “tests,” and do not count toward a grade for your 

child. Their purpose is to provide your child’s teacher with 

data on how well the students in the class have mastered the 

SOLs so far this school year. The results will drive the 

instruction in your child’s classroom for the coming weeks.  

 

This month we also will have many activities going on here 

at school. Our fifth grade service project this month is Toys 

for Tots, please feel free to drop off a new, unwrapped gift in 

the decorated boxes outside the main office.  The drive will 

wrap up on December 9th. During the first week of 

December we will celebrate Computer Science Week with 

Hour of Code activities all week long. We will have our 

Winter Chorus Performance on December 15th @6:30pm 

and the PTO is hosting a Winter Bazaar on December 16th @ 

5pm.   

 

As we embark on this busy month, and prepare to enjoy the 

Winter Break, I strongly encourage your continued efforts at 

home, especially in those areas that present challenges for 

your child. YOU are your child’s #1 teacher, and we value 

what you bring to our instructional efforts.  

 

I wish you and your family a safe, happy and relaxing Winter 

Break. See you in 2017! 

Karen D. Roche 

Principal 

 

 

 

Important Events for October: 

 

Dec 1 – 2nd Gr Field Trip 

Dec 2 – 3rd Gr “Gives Back” PBL Fundraiser Ends 

Dec 2 – Fifth Gr Field Trip (Kaciban, Leach, & Powell) 

Dec 5-9 – National Computer Science Week, Hour of  

    Code 

Dec 8 – 4th & 5th Gr Geo Bee, TBA 

Dec 9 – “Toys For Tots” Drive Ends 

Dec 14 – Interims Sent Home 

Dec 14 – PTO Math Olympiad, 6:30pm 

Dec 15 – PTO Meeting, 6:30pm 

Dec 15 – Winter Chorus Performance, 6:30pm 

Dec 16 – 5th Gr to ERMS to Observe Instrument  

   Program 

Dec 16 – Leach Winter Party, 12pm-2pm 

Dec 16 – 1st Gr Winter Party, 1pm 

Dec 16 – Mr. Aksamitowski Winter Party, 1:15pm 

Dec 16 – PTO Winter Bazaar, 5pm-8pm 

Dec 20 – Kdg Winter Party 

Dec 20 – AM ½ Day Kdg Winter Party, 9am-10:30am 

Dec 20 – Marlin Winter Party, 11:45am 

Dec 20 – Furtek/Grant Winter Party,  

Dec 20 – PM ½ Day Kdg Winter Party, 12pm-1:30pm 

Dec 20 – McIntosh Winter Party, 1pm 

Dec 20 – Sarman Winter Party, 1:30pm-2:30pm 

Dec 21 – Pajama Day Dress Up 

Dec 21 – Lissak & Kelley Winter Party, 12:30pm- 

   2:30pm 

Dec 21 – Clarke Winter Party, 1pm-2pm 

Dec 21 – Vaughn Winter Party, 1pm-2pm 

Dec 22, 2016-Jan 2, 2017 – Winter Break, No School 

Jan 3, 2017 – Classes Resumes, Moveable Monday 

 

 

 

A MEMO FROM MUSIC:  

This month, Moorefield Station’s fourth and fifth grade 

chorus will perform their winter concert! They will perform 

on Thursday, December 15th at 6:30pm in the multipurpose 

room at the school. The building will be open at 6:15pm for 

both students and audience. There will also be a daytime 



 

 

 

Shark Bait 

2 
 

dress rehearsal that same day for the school. This is sure to 

be an outstanding performance! 

 

Be on the lookout, when we return from Holiday Break for 

information on the MSE Spring Chorus registration.  Also, we 

will be announcing the dates and times for our All-County 

Chorus auditions.  Any fifth grader, who is actively 

participating in the Spring Chorus will be eligible to try out.  

  

Congratulations to our third grade students on an 

outstanding performance! "Once Upon a Folk Tale," was 

truly one of your shinning moments!  Thank you again to our 

wonderful third grade teachers for all of their support and 

assistance! Also, thank you to Mrs. Blinn and Mrs. Drewiske 

for creating our beautiful backdrop. We truly appreciate 

each of you who were mentioned.   

 

Lyrics and information for all musical performances have 

been posted on the music page of the school website, which 

is updated regularly to keep you informed throughout the 

school year. 

 

 

SNIPPETS FROM SEARCH: 

It’s hard to believe December is here! We’ll wrap up 2016 

with some fun reasoning and creating thinking activities.  In 

our Not a Stick lesson, kindergarteners will be challenged to 

use their imagination to turn their “not a stick” into an 

imaginary object. Students will also be introduced to Dot, 

the hero of his own unique stories. We’ll read about his 

adventures in the snow. First grade students will figure out 

answers to our Q is for Duck An Alphabet Guessing Game; 

then, students will use the book as inspiration as they create 

and illustrate their own animal riddle. Students will then use 

their Reasoning Thinking Key and work cooperatively to 

Create a Creature. Students in second grade will learn about 

perspective and use spatial reasoning to try to complete a 

very challenging puzzle called IZZI. Second graders will also 

use clues and deductive reasoning to solve logic matrix 

problems. In third and fourth grade, students will implement 

our creative thinking strategies to produce original 

drawings and captions in our Shapes Creativity lesson. Then, 

third grade students will work collaboratively and use 

picture, context and sound clues to Finish That Thought. 

Students in fourth grade will utilize their reasoning thinking 

to decode rebus puzzles. I am truly enjoying working with 

your children and wish you all a happy holiday season.  

 

Please check my website for the most updated information 

on LCPS Gifted services, eligibility criteria, and important 

dates and deadlines. The site is located on our school page 

under Specialists. 

 

 

ART E-FACTS:  

Students in grades first through fifth have started new 

lessons focusing on Elements of Art. Mrs. Urbaniak and Mrs. 

Pederson’s classes have created fingerprint spiders after 

drawing a spider web with concave lines. While, first grade 

completed a reverse pattern lesson using stars as the 

subject for a Veteran’s Day project. The second grade class 

also created a patriotic piece of art of stars and stripes. The 

third graders finished the crazy hair lesson and moved onto 

an Op Art star using red, white, and blue alternating. The 

fourth grade classes were shown how to draw a waving flag 

using convex and concave lines. They then added their 

creative elements through shading, patterns, textures, and 

descriptive words. Lastly, the fifth graders looked at the 

work of a collage artist Burton Morris. They created patriotic 

paper collages using elements of the flag in honor of 

Veteran’s Day. 

 

Also throughout the month of December, the students will be 

starting seasonal artwork using the elements of design. In 

addition, we will be integrating art with cultures learned in 

the classroom. 

 

 

BITS AND BYTES FROM THE LAB:  
Students in every grade level are utilizing technology to 

enhance learning. In the lab, Kindergarten students learned 

a program called Pixie. Pixie is a software program used to 

share ideas, creativity imagination, and understanding 

through a combination of text, original artwork, voice 

narration, and images. Students used Pixie in to create fall 

scenes and color turkeys. In first and second grade students 

created Math Monsters using colors, geometric shapes and 

text. As a part of their One to the World project, Ms. Farren’s 

class designed recycling posters to be displayed in 

classrooms as a reminder to recycle. Mrs. Marlin’s class 

learned about digital citizenship and made comic strips they 

shared with other students. This month we also began 

projects using our 3D printers. In Mrs. Schroder’s class 

students designed and printed Greek columns. In 4th grade 

students in Mrs. Dennison and Vaughn’s classes worked 

collaboratively to recreate the Jamestown fort. They used 

Minecraft to design their class fort and then printed out a 3D 

model of their project. Finally, in 5th grade several classes 

are learning to create movies using ipads and iMovie. Next 
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month we look forward to participating in the Hour of Code 

where all students will participate in coding activities.   

LINK TO THE LIBRARY:  

Please visit the Library page on our school’s website.  You’ll 

find important information regarding general procedures 

and circulation policies for the library as well as what 

students are learning during weekly library lessons. 

Book Fair $ucce$$ 

Thank you so much to all who shopped the book fair last 

month and helped support our school library.  Our sales 

allowed us to obtain a significant percentage of rewards in 

the form of cash and books and other materials from 

Scholastic.   We are using the cash toward the purchase of a 

proper cart for the library’s set of Chromebooks.   

Save the dates for our next book fair: March 30 – April 6, 

2017.  We did not meet the sales volume from our recent fair 

that is required to keep our “Signature” fair status, so this 

will be a regular fair (less selection and inventory) unless we 

can get an exemption.   

 BOOK SWAP    

We need donations of gently used (or new) books for all 

grade levels (PreK – 5) for our Book Swap at the end of the 

year.   This is intended to be a yearly event, but we did not 

have enough books last year.  We will collect book 

donations throughout the school year.   The goal is for every 

student to choose a book (or more if we have enough), 

regardless of whether or not they were able to donate 

books.  Usually, we are in desperate need of chapter books 

for grades 2 – 5.   There is a big box in the library to collect 

books.  Thanks for your support!   

REMINDER:  FREE resources, including eBooks!    

Instead of googling, students can access reliable sources 

online, paid for by LCPS Media Services!   Visit our school 

library page for access.   Our school library has over 900 

ebooks!  And you can access these for free too!  (Paid for by 

our own library funds.)  Go to mackinvia.com   After typing 

in and then selecting our school’s name, students login the 

same way they login to the school devices:  username is 

their ID/lunch number; password is their birth month and 

date.   MackinVIA has free apps too! 

RETURNING LIBRARY BOOKS ON TIME   

We have a number of students with overdue books – more 

than a month! While we encourage students to be 

responsible for their own materials and be ready for the 

school day, we would like to request parents’ help with 

reminding them to return their books on time.   The due date 

for books is set for two weeks from the date of check-out.  

However, all students have a weekly class check-out time.  

Students can renew a book, but they need to bring it to the 

library to do so.  Unfortunately, this year, we do not have 

open check out times due to our tight schedule.  So, it is 

imperative that students bring their library books to return 

on their library day so they do not miss an opportunity to get 

new books.   We appreciate your help and support with this 

matter.   We want all students to be able to read as much as 

possible as we know that reading increases success in all 

areas! 

DAMAGED LIBRARY BOOKS  

On average, we have two damaged library books each 

week.  The most common damage is liquid.  Even if we get 

the book in a timely manner, sometimes we can’t dry it well 

enough to save it.   Mold will still grow.   The pages become 

very crinkled and the binding weakens.   We discuss how to 

care for books at the beginning of each school year.  Please 

help us preserve our books by reminding your children of 

proper book care.   

COUNSELOR’S CORNER: 

Thanks to the Fifth Grade Service Club for sponsoring the 

October Food Drive.  Our school contributed 413 pounds of 

food to the Dulles South Food Pantry. Our current service 

project is collecting new toys to contribute to Toys for Tots.  
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We are so appreciative of the great support of our service 

projects for our community.  

During our classroom lessons in November, we taught about 

study skills and conflict resolution.  Our study skills lessons 

included these topics:  K- It’s Okay to Make Mistakes; 1st- It’s 

Important to Follow Directions; 2nd - Being Responsible; 

3rd- Overcoming Procrastination; 4th- Goal-Setting; 5th- 

Learning Styles.  

Learning to get along with peers and solve problems allows 

students to gain confidence socially and emotionally and 

become more independent. Our lessons teach students to 

pay attention to their own feelings, learn to see the 

perspective of others, and develop the ability to come up 

with a variety of choices for solving the problem.   

We have many excellent books on the subject of friendship 

and conflict resolution. Below are some of our suggestions to 

read with students.  

Shyness: Shyanne by Susan Bowman 

Getting Along with Others: Making Friends is an Art by Julia 

Cook ; Enemy Pie by Tara Calahan King; Two by Kathryn 

Otoshi  

Making Good Choices with Friends: Horace and Morris, but 

Mostly Delores by James Howe; Hunter’s Best Friend at 

School by Laura Malone Elliott 

Being a Good Friend: Library Mouse, A Friend’s Tale by 

Daniel Kirk; Otis and Sydney and the Best Birthday Ever by 

Laura Numeroff 

Being Yourself with Friends: Weird by Erin Frankel; 

Spaghetti in a Hot Dog Bun by Maria Dismondy. 

As always, please feel free to contact us with any questions 

or concerns.   

 

GYM SHORTS: 

In December, we will focus on rolling in PE. All students will 

learn the critical elements of rolling and use the skill to play 

small-scale games. We will follow up with our bowling unit 

at the end of the month. In December, we will also continue 

to learn about nutrition, with a focus on the macronutrients in 

December. Students will learn how carbohydrates, fats and 

protein affect their body and energy levels. 

Reminder: As the weather gets colder, please be sure to 

send your child to school with appropriate footwear for PE. 

Boots are not acceptable! 

READING MATTERS:  

All of our Moorefield Station Readers are continuing to grow 

as readers, applying skills and strategies learned into their 

reading lives.  Many of our readers have been delving into 

nonfiction text and learning ways to embrace the challenge 

of reading this type of text. Our readers have been learning 

about the structure of nonfiction text. They have also been 

looking for, and recording, main ideas and supporting 

details in an effort to understand their reading. Our goal is 

for our readers to continue to think about their reading and 

to grow their reading ideas. 

 

We will be doing a Winter Break Reading Incentive again 

this year called, “Reading is a Gift”. We are encouraging all 

of our readers to participate because we know everyone will 

be doing lots of reading during break!  Students will be 

decorating a template of a gift box and recording their 

reading on it. They should return their “gift box” to their 

teacher by Friday, January 6th. Look for the “gift boxes” 

around our school to see what Moorefield Station students 

are reading. Further information about this exciting 

incentive will be posted on our school website soon, along 

with the template and directions.   

 

 

SAFETY FIRST: 

All visitors to schools will be required to verify their 

identification with school personnel prior to entry; 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi856Th57rQAhXH6CYKHf1FAoQQjRwIBw&url=http://www.fotosearch.com/CSP994/k15546030/&psig=AFQjCNGKrUyQPtiNzgPU-_BTW5NScBLnQw&ust=1479850723604891
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regardless of the frequency they may visit an individual 

school.  

To Request Entry: 

 Have Photo Identification Ready 

 Stand on the yellow footprints 

 Push and release button 

 Present photo id when asked 

 Please go directly to the office to sign in and obtain 

a visitor’s pass 

 

All exterior doors will be closed and locked at the beginning 

of school and remain so until students are released for the 

day. Using the AIPHONE will be the only way visitors will be 

admitted to the school. 

 

These security practices are intended to assure parents, 

students and staff of the school’s commitment to safety and 

security, balancing both the needs of the public with 

reasonable security provisions. 

 

VOLUNTEER NOTICE:  

Don’t forget that Loudoun County has a policy that all 

volunteers must submit a “volunteer form” to the 

elementary. If you are planning on volunteering at 

Moorefield Station, please submit this form to our office staff. 

A copy of the form can be found on our school’s website on 

the right side bar. 

 

HEALTH ROOM NEWS: 

This year at MSE, there are children who have weakened 

immune systems. In an effort to provide a healthy 

environment for these students (and all students) we will 

need your help. Students who have fevers should be kept 

home until fever free for 24 hours without the use of 

medication. Students who do not feel well should stay home.  

If your child is ill because of a contagious disease such as flu, 

strep, chicken pox, measles, etc. Note the reason for the 

absence when you call the absentee call-line or absentee 

email.  This will allow the students’ parents to take measures 

to protect their child and follow up with their child’s 

physician. 

Students who have fevers should be kept at home until free 

of fever for 24 hours.  Students who do not feel well should 

stay home.  When students come to school ill, they not only 

are unable to participate fully in class, but they may also 

infect other students with their illness. 

Return to School after Surgery or Emergency Room Visit -

Students who have had surgery or who have been treated in 

the emergency room are expected to bring a physician’s 

clearance for school attendance. This clearance should 

include when the student is released to return to school, 

what restrictions the student may have, and the duration of 

any restrictions.- as stated in the Students Rights and 

Responsibilities Handbook 

Medications at School 

• Please remember that a parent or guardian must 

bring medication to the nurse, health office specialist, or 

designee.  Students are not permitted to transport any 

medicine (prescription or non-prescription) to or from 

school.  Medication must be brought to school in the original 

container with appropriate label intact.  Medication will be 

kept in a locked medicine area of the clinic. 

• Whenever there is a change in your child’s 

medication or dosage amount, you must submit a new 

Loudoun County Medication Form.  You may obtain this form 

from the school Health Office or on the Loudoun County 

Public School website. 

Change of Clothes 

Spills, bathroom accidents and mud happen to students of all 

ages, from PK to 5th grade. Please put a change of clothes in 

your child’s backpack- just in case it is needed!  

The school has a very limited supply of “oops” clothing. If 

your child comes home wearing clothes from the health 

office, please launder it and return it the next day.  

Cold and Flu Season 

‘Tis the Cold and Flu Season! Good hand washing, using 

plenty of soap and water for 20 seconds, is key to preventing 

illness. Consider keeping your child home if he/she has: 

• A fever of 100.4 degrees or higher 

• Has been vomiting 
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• Has symptoms that prevent him/her from 

participating in school, such as: 

 Excessive tiredness or lack of appetite 

 Productive cough or sneezing 

 Sore throat 

 Headache, earache, body aches 

A minor sore throat is not a problem, but a severe sore 

throat could be strep even if there is no fever. Other 

symptoms of strep in children are headache and stomach 

upset. Contact your pediatrician as your child needs a 

special test. 

The flu is serious! Call your pediatrician at the first sign of flu 

symptoms, which come on suddenly, including: 

• High fever 

• Chills 

• Headache, body aches, ear ache 

• Nausea, vomiting 

Chapped lips are common in cold, windy weather. Please 

have your child apply lip balm on chapped lips before 

leaving for school in the morning. He/she may bring lip 

balm to school to reapply during the day.  

Baby, it’s cold outside …. Students should wear warm coats 

to school, hats and/or gloves to wear during outdoor recess.  

Update Emergency Cards 

Please keep your phone numbers and emergency contact 

information up to date by contacting the school by phone or 

email.  

Medical Form Copies-  If you need a copy of your child’s 

medical forms please allow a 24 hour turn-around time. 

Please email, jeni.stuart@lcps.org with your request. You 

may pick up the copy in the Main Office or it can be sent 

home with your child. 

DAY CARE RIDERS:  

If you are a parent with children attending daycare facilities 

at the end of each day, it is important that you communicate 

with them if your child is absent on a particular day or that 

you have picked your child up early from school. 

SPEED LIMIT ON SCHOOL GROUNDS:  

We are concerned for the safety of your child at school. If 

you are on our grounds, please pay attention to your speed 

while driving on our campus. We have noticed adults going 

over the state required speed of 25 MPH. Please help us 

keep your children safe!   

Transportation Changes: 
 
If your child’s dismissal plans have changed 
during the school day, please provide us with 
the following- 
 

 Note to teacher preferred OR phone 
call to the front office BEFORE 2:00pm 

 Do NOT email as teacher or 
secretaries may be absent 

 

Note: If due to a disability you need 

assistance to enable you to 

participate meaningfully in a school 

meeting or event, please contact 

the school office (571-252-2380) at 

least five working days prior to the 

event. 

http://www.lcps.org/Domain/14983
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Happenings at MSE!  

National Geographic:  

Students had the opportunity 

to dive into geography. 

Students walked through a 

map of Africa with interactive 

lessons/activities. 

Third Grade PBL 

Event: 

Moorefield Station 

Sharks support 

families in need for 

the holiday season. A 

fundraiser to see 

which administrator 

will get a “pie in the 

face” for a good 

cause! 
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Help our school… 

Support our Parent Teacher Organization (PTO). Meetings 

are held monthly in our library. 

The December meeting will be held on  

Thursday, December 15th at 6:30pm. 

Your participation can make a difference!!! 

Mathnasium Winner: 

Congratulations to Victoria R. for her 1st 

place finish in the Mathnasium 

Trimathlon! Victoria's win also earned 

$100 for the Moorefield Station PTO. 

Great job Victoria and Thank You for 

representing MSES so well! 

 

Winter Chorus: 

This fun festive event will be 

December 15th at 6:30pm. 

Four languages of seasonal 

songs will be presented 

along with our fifth grade 

drumming ensemble.  

 

Winter Break: 

Mark your calendars for our break which begins on 

Thursday, December 22nd. School resumes on Tuesday, 

January 3, 2017!  

 


