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Moorefield Station Elementary School 

22325 Mooreview Parkway 

Ashburn, VA 20148 

Principal:  Karen D. Roche 

Assistant Principal:  Colleen Flaherty 

Admin Intern:  Dr. Barb Gruber 

December 2014 

 

A NOTE FROM THE ADMINISTRATION:  

Dear Families: 

Over the Thanksgiving holiday, I hope you and your families 

had a chance to relax and re-energize. We have 15 jam 

packed instructional days this month.  

November was a very busy month. We had parent/teacher 

conferences in conjunction with report cards. We also 

welcomed over 750 visitors to Moorefield Station for 

American Education week. Students in grades 3, 4, and 5 

took Benchmark Assessments during this month. Don’t 

panic! These are not “tests,” and do not count toward a 

grade for your child. Their purpose is to provide your child’s 

teacher with data on how well the students in the class have 

mastered the SOLs so far this school year. The results will 

drive the instruction in your child’s classroom for the coming 

weeks.  

This month we also will have many activities going on here 

at school. Fourth grade will welcome Camp Flintlock on 

December 5th. Last year this was a huge success, the fourth 

graders and their parents really enjoyed this whole day 

event. The PTO will be sponsoring a Parent’s Night Out on 

December 6th, check the PTO website for more details.  

Picture retakes will take place on December 11th, so be on 

the lookout for those forms to be coming home shortly. We 

hope you will join us for our fourth and fifth grade chorus 

performance on Dec 10th at 6:30 pm. Our chorus consists of 

the majority of the fourth and fifth grade classes; they are 

sure to put a show that we will not soon forget. 

As we embark on this busy month, and prepare to enjoy the 
Winter Break, I strongly encourage your continued efforts at 

home, especially in those areas that present challenges for 

your child. YOU are your child’s #1 teacher, and we value 

what you bring to our instructional efforts.  

I wish you and your family a safe, happy and relaxing Winter 

Break. See you in 2015! 

Karen D. Roche 

Important Events for December: 

Nov 26-28 – Thanksgiving Break 

Dec 3 – PTO Meeting, 6:30pm 

Dec 5 – Fourth Grade Camp Flintock Visit 

Dec 6 – PTO Parent’s Night Out with Enshin 

Dec 10 – 4th & 5th Gr Chorus Concert, 6:30pm 

Dec 10 – Interims Delivered Home 

Dec 11 – Fall Picture Make-Up Day 

Dec 16 – 3rd Gr VA Dental Screenings 

Dec 18 – 1st Gr Afternoon Holiday Parties 

Dec 19 – PBIS Incentive, Holday Sing Along 

Dec 22 – Jan 2, 2015 – Winter Break 

Dec 31 – Last Day to Order Market Day for Dec. 

Jan 6 – Market Day Order Pickup, 6:30pm-7:30pm 

Jan 14 – PTO Meeting, 6:30pm 

 

A MEMO FROM MUSIC:  

 This month, Moorefield Station’s fourth and fifth grade 

chorus will perform their winter concert! They will perform 

on Wednesday, December 10th at 6:30pm in the 

multipurpose room at the school. The building will be open 

at 6:15pm for both students and audience. There will also be 

a performance at 1:15pm that same day for the school. This is 

sure to be an outstanding performance!  

 

Our second grade students have begun working on the 

music for their musical performance “Three Piggy Opera” 

on Wednesday, January 28th at 6:30pm in the multipurpose 

room at the school. More information regarding this 

performance will be sent home later this month. 

 

Lyrics and information for all musical performances have 

been posted on the music page of the school website, which 

is updated regularly to keep you informed throughout the 

school year.   
 

SNIPPETS FROM SEARCH: 

This month in SEARCH, some classes will be finishing the 

cycle of lessons started in November. Afterwards, 

kindergarteners will be introduced to Dot, the hero of his 

own unique stories. We’ll read about his adventures in the 

snow. First grade students will figure out answers to our Q is 

for Duck An Alphabet Guessing Game; then, they will use 

the book as inspiration as they create their own animal 

riddle. Students in second grade will work cooperatively to 

complete shape puzzles in our Silent Geometry lesson. Third 

grade students will use picture, context and sound clues to 

Finish That Thought. I am having so much fun working with 

your children. I look forward to seeing what 2015 will bring! 

I wish you all a wonderful holiday season. 
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ART E-FACTS:  

Students in grades first through fifth have been busy artists. 

The first grade classes on Monday and Tuesday have 

recently finished a project demonstrating the understanding 

or organic and geometric shapes. The first grade classes on 

Wednesday-Friday have recently created African bead 

necklaces using paper rolling techniques. The second grade 

students on Mondays and Tuesdays are focusing on Faith 

Ringgold’s art work “Tar Beach.” The second grade classes 

on Wednesday-Friday are finishing up Native American 

Weavings. Third grade have created color-wheel creatures 

with focusing on color theory. In addition, the fourth grade 

students are using their names to create radial symmetry.  

Finally, fifth graders learned about the artist Andy Warhol 

before creating a print-making piece with the focus on food.  

Throughout the month of December, the students will 

continue using the elements of design in their artworks, 

along with learning new “art words.”   We will be learning 

about new artists and works of art.  In addition, we will be 

integrating art with cultures learned in the classroom. 

 

 

BITS AND BYTES FROM THE LAB:  
During the month of November, students completed the 

Quarter 1 benchmark tests that help teachers assess 

instructional delivery in their classroom. 

 

Moorefield Station has been focusing on STEM! What is 

STEM you ask? STEM is short for Science, Technology, 

Engineering, and Math. Lessons that are introduced using 

STEM are usually small group hands-on activities. Our 

school has been set up with two (2) STEM stations. One on 

the first floor (lobby area) and one on the second floor (third 

grade area). We are slowly gathering items and storing 

them in those areas. (see a list of items on page 7) One 

surprise is a ActivTable (somewhat like our Promethean 

boards...but in a table. These two locations will be perfect 

areas for students to gather to do great building activities. 

 

December is a short month due to the holidays. Students are 

still engaging in many technology activities. We are using  

iPad apps, WebQuests, Plickers, FaceTime interaction, and 

much more. 

LINK TO THE LIBRARY:  

Please visit the Library page on our school’s website.  You’ll 

find important information regarding general procedures 

and circulation policies for the library as well as what 

students are learning during weekly library lessons. 

 BOOK SWAP    

We need donations of gently used (or new) books for all 

grade levels (PreK – 5) for our Book Swap at the end of the 

year.   This is a yearly event, but we will collect books 

throughout the year to be ready!     Every student will get 

to choose a book (or more if we have enough), regardless of 

whether or not they were able to donate books.  Last year, 

we were in desperate need of chapter books for grades 2 – 

5.   There is a big box in the library to collect books.  Thanks 

for your support!   

 

REMINDER:  FREE eBooks!    

Our school library has over 800 ebooks!  And you can access 

these for free!  Go to mackin.com/via   After typing in and 

then selecting our school’s name, students login the same 

way they login to the school devices:  username is their 

ID/lunch number; password is their birth month and date 

 

RETURNING LIBRARY BOOKS ON TIME  

We have a number of students with overdue books – more 

than a month!     While we encourage students to be 

responsible for their own materials and be ready for the 

school day, we would like to request parents’ help with 

reminding them to return their books on time.   The due date 

for books is set for two weeks from the date of check-out.  

However, students in Preschool – Second Grade have a 

weekly class check-out.   Students in grades 3 – 5 have a 

biweekly class check-out time.   Students can renew a book, 

but they need to bring it to the library to do so.  All students 

are permitted to check out new books at any time – they are 

not restricted to their class assigned time – but they need to 

return books in order to get new ones.   We appreciate your 

help and support with this matter.   We want all students to 

be able to read as much as possible as we know that reading 

increases success in all areas!     
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Adopt–a–Book  

What: adopt (verb) – to accept and make one’s 

own; to accept and use or follow 

(Definition from the American Heritage 

Children’s Dictionary) 

Adopted books are part of our library’s 

collection, but those who adopt one can 

come to the library to find it on the shelf 

and make sure it’s in good condition.   

Who: Parents, Students, Families, Teachers, 

Friends, Community Members 

How: Donate $15.00 to the Moorefield Station 

Elementary Library.  (Checks should be 

payable to Moorefield Station Elementary.)  

Select one of our new books, waiting to be 

added to our collection.  A label will be 

placed in the book, noting who adopted it 

and the date.  Just think how cool it will be 

to have a book in the library with your 

name in it – it will be part of the library for 

years to come!  Complete the form below 

and return it to school. 

Why: To help raise funds for the library!  The 

funds gained from this program will go 

toward the purchase of books to help grow 

our new collection, general supplies, and 

various materials for reading incentive 

programs. 

When: Donations are being accepted now through 

December 12.    As forms/payments are 

received and new books are available, 

students will be able to choose a book and 

put their label in it during their class 

library time.  We have new books arriving 

soon! 

Where: All books will become part of our school 

library’s collection.  The person who 

adopts the book will be the first ever to 

check it out of the library!  If a student’s 

friend or family member who does not live 

close by would like to make a donation, 

then the student who attends our school 

can make the selection for them and be the 

first to check it out! 

Thank you for supporting our library and our programs! 

ADOPT-A-BOOK DONATION FORM 

 

Student Name ______________________________ Teacher  

 

Name ______________________ 

 

Please complete following to be printed on the label - insert 

the name(s): 

 

This book was adopted by  

 

___________________________________________. 

(student name OR family name) 

 

****Remember to attach your check (payable to Moorefield 

Station Elementary) to this form and return it to the library.  If 

you would like to make more than one donation, please add 

the information to the back of this form. 

 

 

COUNSELOR’S CORNER: 

Guidance lessons this month will focus on cooperation, 

teamwork, solving problems as a team, and working in 

groups.  Students will understand the importance of 

compromising and working together to accomplish a goal.   

We are continuing to teach children the importance of 

acceptance in all of our guidance lessons and ask that 

parents do the same at home.  Our diverse school is a 

wonderful opportunity for students to experience different 

cultures and beliefs, we can all learn from each other.  

Second session groups will begin after winter break and 

new permission slips will be sent home.  If your child was 

unable to be placed in a group the first quarter, we will 

make sure they are put into a group this quarter.   

We want to thank everyone who contributed to the food 

drive.  We collected around 1000 items with fifth grade 

leading the school with over 300! Our next service project, a 

hat, mitten and scarf collection will begin when we return 

from the holidays. 
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As always, please stop in, email or call with any concerns or 

family situations you would like us to handle individually. 

 

GYM SHORTS: 

What We Are Learning: 

We plan to dance ourselves into December with our rhythm 

and dance unit. When we're not showing off our sweet dance 

moves, we'll be learning about food groups, calories, and 

energy in-energy out. Before leaving for winter break you 

will find us knocking down pins at the Moorefield Station 

bowling lanes. 

Website: 

We hope everyone has a relaxing holiday break, but don't 

forget to exercise. Check out our new exercise videos on the 

P.E. website!!! 

Skills of the Month:   

Dance and Rhythm  

Fitnessgram Practice  

Locomotor Skills  

Rolling and Bowling 

 

SAFETY FIRST: 

All visitors to schools will be required to verify their 

identification with school personnel prior to entry regardless 

of the frequency they may visit an individual school.  

To Request Entry: 

 Have Photo Identification Ready 

 Stand on the yellow footprints 

 Push and release button 

 Present photo id when asked 

 Please go directly to the office to sign in and obtain 

a visitor’s pass 

 

All exterior doors will be closed and locked at the beginning 

of school and remain so until students are released for the 

day. Using the AIPHONE will be the only way visitors will be 

admitted to the school. 

 

These security practices are intended to assure parents, 

students and staff of the school’s commitment to safety and 

security, balancing both the needs of the public with 

reasonable security provisions. 

 

 

VOLUNTEER NOTICE:  

Don’t forget that Loudoun County has a policy that all 

volunteers must submit a “volunteer form” to the 

elementary. If you are planning on volunteering at 

Moorefield Station, please submit this form to our office staff. 

A copy of the form can be found on our school’s website on 

the right side bar. 

 

HEALTH ROOM NEWS: 

Update Emergency Cards: 

Please keep your phone numbers and emergency contact 

information up to date by contacting the school by phone or 

email.  

Returning to School after Surgery or Emergency Room 

Visit: 

Students are expected to bring a physician’s clearance for 

school attendance. This clearance should include when the 

student is released to return to school, what restrictions the 

student may have, and the duration of any restrictions. This 

is stated in the Students Rights and Responsibilities 

Handbook 

Medications at School: 

 Students are not permitted to transport any 

medicine (prescription or non-prescription) to or 

from school. A parent or guardian must bring 

medication to the nurse/ health office specialist, or 

designee.  Medication must be brought to school in 

the original container with appropriate label intact.  

Medication will be kept in a locked medicine 

cabinet in the health office. 
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 A new Loudoun County Medication Authorization 

Form must be submitted whenever there is a 

change in your child’s medication or dosage 

amount.  The form can be found on the Loudoun 

County Public School website. 
 

Keep your child home if s/he has: 

 A fever of 100.4 degrees or higher 

 Has been vomiting 

 Has symptoms that prevent him/her from 

participating in school, such as: 

o Excessive tiredness or lack of appetite 

o Productive cough or sneezing 

o Sore throat 

o Headache, earache, body aches 

 

Medical Form Copies: 

Please email, jeni.stuart@lcps.org to request a copy of your 

child’s medical forms, include your child’s name and the 

teacher’s name. Allow a 24 hour turn-around time. The form 

can be picked up in the Main Office or sent home with your 

child. 

Did you know… 

 Students must be kept home until your child has 

been fever free for 24 hours without medication.  

 ‘Tis the Cold and Flu Season! Good hand washing, 

using plenty of soap and water for 20 seconds, is 

key to preventing illness.  

 A severe sore throat could be strep even if there is no 

fever. Other symptoms of strep in children are 

headache and stomach upset. Contact your 

pediatrician as your child needs a special test. 

 Colds can be contagious for at least 24 hours. 

Returning to school too soon may slow the recovery 

and expose others unnecessarily to illness. 

 Apply lip balm on chapped lips before leaving for 

school in the morning. He/she may bring lip balm 

to school to reapply during the day.  

 

Baby, it’s cold outside …. Students should wear warm coats 

to school and bring hats and/or gloves to wear during 

outdoor recess.  

Your Help Is Needed: 

 

The 3rd Grade Virginia Dental Screening will be held on 

Dec. 16 from 11:30am to 2:15 pm for students who returned 

the Permission Slip. Volunteers are urgently needed! Please 

sign up on the PTO website. 

 

DAY CARE RIDERS:  

If you are a parent with children attending daycare facilities 

at the end of each day, it is important that you communicate 

with them if your child is absent on a particular day or that 

you have picked your child up early from school. 

 

SPEED LIMIT ON SCHOOL GROUNDS:  

We are concerned for the safety of your child at school. If 

you are on our grounds, please pay attention to your speed 

while driving on our campus. We have noticed adults going 

over the state required speed of 25 MPH. Please help us 

keep your children safe!  

  

mailto:jeni.stuart@lcps.org
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American Education Week 

Was held November 20-24, 2014 
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Makerspace Donation Wish List 

Want to get rid of things that are cluttering your home? We are in need of the following items 

from your home to our school!!! 

 

Home Recycled Items: 

 Cardboard 

 Craft sticks 

 Plastic/paper cups – new 

 Bottle caps – cleaned 

 Straws 

 String and yarn 

 Pipe cleaners 

 Toilet paper and paper towel 

tubes 

 Fabric scraps 

 Construction paper 

 Glue – Liquid and stick 

 Paper clips 

 Rubber bands 

 Markers/crayons/colored pencils 

 Clay – non drying 
 

 

Commercial Building Products 

 Legos 

 Tinker Toys 

 K-Nex 

 Magnetic foam pattern blocks 

 Gears 

 

Playground Update 

Please consider e-mailing the Loudoun County School Board members to request the 

release of the remaining Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) bond funds ($40,000) to help 

fund our playground.  

 
Our Write-a-Check campaign is off to a GREAT start with over $6,700 received as of 

November 12! Thank you to everyone who has donated so far through this campaign. We 

also appreciate your support of the Danimals contest with puzzle pieces, cards, and 

postage. We’ve worked hard to reach our goal! The Playground Committee is finalizing 

the initial playground equipment plans (we’ll post the drawings when we get them). Keep 

your eye on the poster in the school lobby as we reach for our $50,000 initial goal! 

Don’t forget to keep casting your votes for our school in the Together Counts 

Playground Contest. The link is on the Moorefield Station website (scrolling banner 

section). You can vote from all of your email addresses, once a day! It’s very easy to 

keep re-voting after initially filling out the form. 

http://www.togethercounts.com/healthy-playground-makeover
http://www.togethercounts.com/healthy-playground-makeover
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Operational Procedures for School  

Closing or Delays 

Due to Inclement Weather, Power Outages, Road Closures, 

Environmental Hazards,  

or Other Emergencies 

2014-2015 School Year 

Decision Making Process 

The Superintendent or designee will make the determination 

to delay opening or to close schools in emergency situations 

based upon the recommendation from the Assistant 

Superintendent for Support Services. The Assistant 

Superintendent for Support Services will obtain information 

from the Director of Transportation and the Director of 

Facilities Services, utility companies, and other appropriate 

sources prior to making a recommendation to close or delay 

schools.  A decision will be made as early as possible in 

order to ensure the safety of LCPS students and staff 

members and to provide parents and staff members with 

timely notification. 

Types of Closing/Schedule Changes 

All-Day Closing – “Schools and Administrative Offices are 

Closed”  

All schools and administrative offices will be closed 

for the day. 

Essential personnel will report to work as 

scheduled.   

Exceptions must be approved by the 

supervisor in advance.   

Essential personnel not able to report to 

work will be charged with annual leave. 

Extracurricular activities, interscholastic 

contests, team practices, and non-school 

activities are canceled. 

Field trips are canceled. 

In-service programs and classes for 

teachers and adult education are canceled. 

All community use of facilities and grounds 

is canceled. 

All-Day Closing – “Schools are Closed”  

 All schools will be closed for the day. 

Essential personnel will report to work as 

scheduled.  

Exceptions must be approved by the 

supervisor in advance. 

Essential personnel not able to report to 

work will be charged with annual leave. 

All 12-month employees should report to 

work as scheduled or contact their 

supervisor to request annual leave if 

unable to report to work. 

Extracurricular activities, interscholastic 

contests, team practices, and non-school 

activities are canceled. 

Field trips are canceled. 

In-service programs and classes for 

teachers and adult education are canceled. 

All community use of facilities and grounds 

is canceled. 

All-Day Closing – “Schools are Closed – Administrative 

Offices Open at (Designated Time)” 

All schools will be closed for the day. 

Administrative Offices open at (Designated Time) 

Essential personnel will report to work as 

scheduled. 

Exceptions must be approved by the 

supervisor. 

Essential personnel not able to report to 

work will be charged with annual leave. 
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All 12-month employees should report to 

work at (Designated Time) or contact their 

supervisor to request annual leave if 

unable to report to work. 

Extracurricular activities, interscholastic 

contests, team practices, and non-school 

activities are canceled. 

Field trips are canceled. 

In-service programs and classes for 

teachers and adult education are canceled. 

All community use of facilities and grounds 

is canceled.  

Two-Hour Delayed Opening – “Schools and Administrative 

Offices will Open Two-Hours Late” 

All schools and administrative offices will operate 

on a two-hour delayed opening.  

Essential personnel will report to work as 

scheduled. 

Exceptions must be approved by the 

supervisor. 

Essential personnel not able to report to 

work will be charged with annual leave. 

All School Nutrition Office and school staff 

shall report to work as regularly 

scheduled.  

All other employees shall report on a two-

hour delay.  

Program schedules are adjusted as below for a two-hour 

delay. 

PROGRAM TWO-HOUR DELAY - ADJUSTED 

SCHEDULE  

Full-Day 

Programs 

Students will arrive two (2) hours late at 

their program school and will remain 

until the end of the normal school day. 

Half-day 

Kindergarten / 

STEP (4-year-

old) 

A.M. Session – will begin two (2) 

hours late and remain in school for two 

hours.  These students will leave school 

one hour later than usual. 

  
P.M. Session – will begin one (1) hour 

late and remain in school for two hours, 

dismissing at the regular time. 

Half-Day 

ELL 

Elementary Schools – Students will go 

to their ELL school on a two-hour 

delayed schedule and will follow the 

kindergarten release procedures. 

 
Middle & High Schools – Students will 

stay on their regular delayed opening 

schedule. 

Head Start 

Students in this program will arrive at 

school on a two-hour delayed schedule 

and will dismiss at their regular 

dismissal time. 

 

Early Childhood 

(Pre-School) 

AM Session – Will begin two (2) hours 

late and remain in school for three (3) 

hours.  These students will leave school 

one (1) hour later than normal. 

 
PM Session – Will begin one (1) hour 

late and remain in school for three (3) 

hours dismissing at the regular time. 

Monroe 

Technology 

Center and 

Academy of 

Science 

Students will arrive two (2) hours late 

and remain until normal dismissal time. 

 

Early Closing 

It may become necessary due to inclement weather 

or emergency to dismiss students prior to the 

scheduled time.  Notification of the exact time of 

closing will be provided to the schools, parents, 

media and other essential parties. 

Lunch will be served in schools where it 

has been prepared and time for serving is 

available. 

Extracurricular activities, interscholastic 

contests, team practices, and non-school 

activities requiring bus transportation will 

be canceled for the rest of the day and 

evening. 

Field trips will be canceled unless already 

departed.  Recall efforts will be made by 

school principal or designee. 
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In-service programs and classes for 

teachers and adult education will be 

canceled. 

All community use of facilities and grounds 

will be canceled. 

Exceptions to any of the above not 

requiring bus transportation service will be 

at the discretion of the school principal or 

designee.  

One-Hour Early Closing 

All bus routes will operate as usual except 

for beginning one (1) hour earlier than the 

normal time. 

Two-Hour Early Closing 

All bus routes will operate two (2) hours 

earlier than the normal time with the 

following program adjustments and/or 

exceptions. 

PROGRAM 
TWO-HOUR EARLY DISMISSAL 

SCHEDULE ADJUSTMENTS 

Half-Day 

Kindergarten / 

STEP (4-year-

old) 

Morning Kindergarten will go home at 

their regular time. 

All afternoon programs are canceled. 

 

ELL 

 

 

All afternoon classes are canceled. 

Pre-School, 

Special 

Education Early 

Childhood 

Classes and 

Head Start 

Programs 

AM Sessions – These students will 

remain at school until the time other 

students are dismissed.  These students 

will ride their regular bus with the other 

special education students. 

 
PM Sessions are canceled. 

FUTURA 

Monroe 

Technology 

Center 

Academy of 

Science 

Students will be transported back to 

their home school two (2) hours earlier 

than normal. 

GED Program 
Students will ride back to their home 

schools with the Douglass School 

students. 

  

REMINDER: 

Side doors close and lock promptly at 7:50 
a.m. even if there are still cars in line. 
When the doors shut, you will need to bring 
your child in through the front doors so 
they may receive a tardy slip. Remember – 
students are encouraged to ride the school 
bus whenever possible. 

Transportation Changes: 
 
If your child’s dismissal plans have changed 
during the school day, please provide us with 
the following- 
 

 Note to teacher preferred OR phone call 
to the front office BEFORE 2:00pm 

 Do NOT email as teacher or secretaries 
may be absent 
 

Our PTO is hosting a Market Day each month. 

Great items for each season for your 

purchase. Check out the flyers that arrive 

home so you don’t miss out on super seasonal 

tastes!!! 

Order deadlines and pick up dates are posted 

on our school’s website calendar! 
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