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Moorefield Station Elementary School 

22325 Mooreview Parkway 

Ashburn, VA 20148 

Principal:  Karen D. Roche 

Assistant Principal:  Mike Stine 

Admin Intern:  Colleen Flaherty 

April 2014 

 

A NOTE FROM THE ADMINISTRATION:  

 Dear Families: 

 

We are in the home stretch but things are about to get very 

busy. I hope everyone has an opportunity to relax over 

spring break. 

It is hard to believe that we have wrapped up the third 

marking period. It always seems that this time of year goes 

by so quickly.  We have a lot going on in the next several 

months. As the weather continues to get nicer it is often hard 

to remember we still have three months of school left and 

lots of learning still to come. 

We have the end of year assessments to complete, and the 

next several weeks of review and study could play a key 

role in how your child scores on these assessments. 

Classroom teachers from grades 3-5 will be providing study 

packets for your child to review and study in school and at 

home. 

SOL tests will all be on the computer this year. We will start 

testing the week of May 12th and will run until the week of 

June 2nd. You will find a complete list of tests and dates on 

the Moorefield website. Please be sure your child gets a 

good night’s sleep and a healthy breakfast on the days 

he/she tests. 

 In grades K-2, teachers will be assessing reading levels and 

measuring the growth in reading that has occurred this year.  

We will hold our 2nd book fair the first week of April, be on 

the lookout for more details to come home with your child. 

As always, should you have any questions please contact 

me. 

     Karen Roche 

Important Events for April: 

March 31 – Student Holiday 

April 3 – Moveable Monday 

April 4 – Book Fair Night, 5:30-7:30pm 

April 4 – PTO Bingo Night 

April 8 – Kindergarten Registration Begins 

April 9 – Report Cards Sent Home 

Important Events for April:  (cont) 

April 9 – Book Fair Family Night, 5pm-7pm 

April 9 – PTO Meeting, 6:30pm 

April 3 – 10 – Spring Book Fair 

April 10 – Book Fair Closes @ 11:00am 

April 11 – 3rd Qtr Benchmark Testing Ends 

April 14 – 18 – Spring Break 

April 21 – 5th Gr Visits Stone Hill MS 

April 22 – Eagle Ridge MS Visits 5th Gr 

April 26 – MSE vs Discovery Faculty Basketball,  

     6:30pm 

A MEMO FROM MUSIC:  

April will be a busy month for music students at Moorefield 

Station.  Second graders are busy preparing the musical 

“Three Nanny Goats Gruff” which will be performed on 

Tuesday, April 29th at 6:30pm.  There will be a performance 

for the school during the day (time TBD), in addition to the 

evening performance for family and friends.  All are 

welcome to attend!  Lyrics to all of the songs for this 

upcoming performance has been posted on the music page 

of the school website, which is updated regularly to keep 

you informed of upcoming musical events during the school 

year. 

  

Congratulations to Quincy B., Alex N. & Cheryl O. for being 

selected to represent Moorefield Station Elementary School 

in the Loudoun County All County Chorus on April 4th & 5th at 

John Champe High School in Aldie, VA.  The performance is 

open to the public and will begin at 1:30pm on Saturday, 

April 5th at John Champe High School.  These students have 

worked very hard since January to prepare this music; it is 

sure to be outstanding! 

 
  
 

SNIPPETS FROM SEARCH: 

This month in SEARCH, kindergarten students will use their 

Reasoning Thinking Key to figure out the connection 

between the letters of the alphabet and the “tomorrow” 

ideas they represent in the creative book called Tomorrow’s 

Alphabet.  Kindergarteners will also practice spatial 

reasoning as they work on a unique matching activity. 

Students in first grade will work cooperatively to problem 

solve using dominoes.  They will also use their Reasoning 

and Connecting Thinking Keys to figure out Dr. DooRiddles.  

Second graders will also try their hand with their own Dr. 
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DooRiddles, as well as work cooperatively to solve for the 

Secret Number.  In third grade, students will be introduced 

to two fantastic activities -- the wonderfully-addictive game 

of SET and the Sudoku-like game of Ken Ken.  Great thinking 

will be springing up throughout Moorefield Station this 

month. 

 

ART E-FACTS:  

 Throughout the month of March, students in grades first 

through fifth have been busy exploring medias, techniques, 

and categories of Art. The students have been learning new 

“art words” and studying various artists and art styles.  

The first grade students looked at images of African bead 

necklaces and learned their history. Then they created 

beads by decorating and rolling paper for a colorful beaded 

necklace. The second grade class has been working for a 

few class periods on creating sculptures using the types of 

line and paper folding techniques.  The third graders have 

also been learning many different kinds of paper techniques 

to create three-dimensional African masks.  Also, the 

students in fourth grade are currently finishing a lesson on 

one point perspective. We viewed images by M.C. Escher 

before starting the lesson.   Finally, the fifth grade students 

have been experimenting with figure drawing. They learned 

how to use Da Vinci’s seven heads method to draw the 

correct proportions of the body. We had fun with the lesson 

by having our peers pose for a figure sketches. 

April is right around the corner!  We will be working on 

lessons that reflect the interests of the Moorefield students. 

Look for new artwork hanging in the hallways. 

 

 

BITS AND BYTES FROM THE LAB:  
Students in grades kindergarten through fifth grade continue 

to work diligently on STMath. This program is a high level 

math site that engages students with JiJi the penguin. 

Students have to help JiJi solve complex math problems. This 

program primarily works through internet access. We are 

faced with many variables that can cause issues when 

working with the internet:  browser compatibility, flash 

updates, settings, and conflicts with transfer of data to 

appropriate servers. Please be advised, if you are dealing 

with issues with STMath, it is VERY difficult to determine the 

reasons why this is occurring. Every time your child 

interacts with JiJi, whether at school or at home, it is always 

beneficial. We are working with the developers of STMath 

and our County to make things work to their best potential! 

We appreciate your time and patience. 

Fifth grade has been provided with an overview of the state 

writing SOL process. Students have worked on preparing for 

these important tests. At this reading, fifth grade should be 

completing the Virginia Writing SOL tests at this time. 

We are preparing for the full battery of SOL tests for Grades 

3 through 5 to begin in the month of May. If you are 

interested in practicing with your child at home, you can 

Google Search “Virginia SOL Practice Tests” or “Virginia 

SOL Interactive Tests” to browse the WWW. You would be 

amazed at the wealth of assessments out there for review! 

I continue to encourage you to watch the Moorefield Station 

website. We try to update you with the many changes and 

events that are occurring in Loudoun County Public Schools 

and your very own Moorefield Station 

Remember:  Keep up to date with what is happening at 

Moorefield Station Elementary School, where the Sharks are 

“always moving forward”!  

Visit http://www.lcps.org/mses.  

LINK TO THE LIBRARY:  

 April is School Library Month!!  What better way to celebrate 

our school library than with a book fair to raise funds for our 

library!   

BOOK FAIR 

Our second BOOK FAIR is April 3 – 10.  This is the library’s 

largest fundraiser!  We earn a percentage of total sales in the 

form of books and cash.  We use the cash to purchase 

general library supplies throughout the school year and 

additional books in areas of need in our growing collection.  

The book fair is most successful with the help of many, many 

volunteers.  Please consider volunteering – even if it’s just 
one day for an hour.  All volunteers get 10% off their book 

fair purchases!   



 

 

 

Shark Bait 

3 
 

 Please visit the PTO website to sign up to volunteer:

 http://moorefieldstation.my-pto.org/content.asp?PageID=2  

 

 The book fair will be open for sales on the following 

dates/times: 

   * Thursday, April 3 and Friday, April 4, 8:00 a.m. – 2:00 

p.m. 

   * Family Night #1: Friday, April 4, 5:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 

(before BINGO) 

   * Monday, April 7 – Wednesday, April 9, daily, 8:00 a.m . – 

2:00 p.m.  

   *  Family Night #2: Wednesday, April 9, 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 

p.m.   

   * Thursday, April 10, 8:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 

    

All classes will browse the fair on Tuesday, April 1 and 

Wednesday, April 2 and make a “wish list” so that you know 

the books students are interested in and how much they 

cost.  Classes will have an opportunity to shop the fair during 

their regularly scheduled library time starting Thursday, 

April 3 – Wednesday, April 9.  If they bring in money to shop 

during the school day on a day that is not their Library day, it 

is up to the classroom teacher to let them do so.  Students 

should not be missing instructional time to shop at the book 

fair.  We encourage students to purchase books – not so 

much of the “frilly frolly” stuff (i.e. pointers, frilly 

pens/pencils, posters, etc.).  However, if you send in money 

with your child and will allow them to spend money on non-

book items, please send a note in with your student.  We 

also ask that you send a note stating how much your child is 

able to spend at the book fair.  This is especially helpful for 

those that send in checks.  If you send a check in with your 

student, please do not make it out for a set amount as we 

cannot give change from checks.  Let us know their 

spending limit and we will fill in the exact amount for you 

and send home a receipt.  Checks should be made payable 

to Moorefield Station Elementary. 

 

Can’t make it to the book fair?  Looking for something that 
may not be at our fair?  You can shop the book fair online!  

Go to scholastic.com/fair.  Find our school and start 

shopping!  The online fair is available April 1 - 11.  All order 

ship FREE to school after April 11.  Please note that these 

orders will arrive after spring break.  When the orders 

arrive, they will be delivered to the student’s classroom.   

 

*Please note although our book fair is through Scholastic, it is 

not associated with Scholastic Book Clubs.  They are two 

separate fundraising / reading promotion programs.  

Scholastic Book Clubs is done through your child’s classroom 

teacher, not the school library, and supports their classroom 

library.  Scholastic Book Fairs is a fundraiser that supports our 

school library and school reading programs. 

 

VOLUNTEERING IN THE LIBRARY 

Besides the book fairs, we still need volunteers in the library 

throughout the school year to help with general tasks.  We 

need help with shelving books daily and processing new 

books.  A new school library comes with many extra tasks 

that we do not have the extra time for during the school day 

and we need help catching up!    Processing new books 

involves stamping, putting labels on, and covering them 

with plastic.  We also already have books in need of repair 

and could use help fixing them.  We will train you to do all 

the above tasks.  Whether you have an hour or two once in a 

while or even weekly, we’d be glad to have your help.  

Please email Mrs. Jacobson with your availability if you are 

able to help with these general library tasks.  Thanks in 

advance for your support! 

 

COUNSELOR’S CORNER: 

We had such a successful career day, everyone seemed to 

enjoy themselves. 

Thanks for making it such a wonderful experience! 

Students were able to explore different careers and take 

note of their friends interests. 

Many chose to promote higher education with their college 

spirit wear as well. 

Our playground booster t-shirts have raised $1,156 for 

Moorefield Station. 

Thank you to all who purchased or helped spread the word.  

We sold 99 Wayde Byard shirts! 

Our topic of guidance lessons for the month of April will be 

TRUSTWORTHINESS/HONESTY 

Please feel free to contact us should you have any questions 

or concerns. 
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GYM SHORTS: 

We plan to “spring” into fitness this month with fitness 

testing. Our older students set fitness goals at the beginning 

of the year, and it is now time to see their hard work pay off. 

After testing, we plan to work on our striking skills and 

introduce a few sports that require striking such as golf, 

baseball, and tennis. 

We are currently colaborating with our Custodian Edgar to 

create a salsa dance video. Stay tuned. 

Skills of the Month: Fitness Testing, Striking, 

Sportsmanship, & Heart Health 

Quote of the Month: “One man practicing sportsmanship is 

far better than 50 preaching it” - Knute Rockne 

 

 

SAFETY FIRST: 

All visitors to schools will be required to verify their 

identification with school personnel prior to entry; 

regardless of the frequency they may visit an individual 

school.  

To Request Entry: 

 Have Photo Identification Ready 

 Stand on the yellow footprints 

 Push and release button 

 Present photo id when asked 

 Please go directly to the office to sign in and obtain 

a visitor’s pass 

 

All exterior doors will be closed and locked at the beginning 

of school and remain so until students are released for the 

day. Using the AIPHONE will be the only way visitors will be 

admitted to the school. 

 

These security practices are intended to assure parents, 

students and staff of the school’s commitment to safety and 

security, balancing both the needs of the public with 

reasonable security provisions. 

 

FACTS FROM FLES:  

Fourth grade’s projects are amazing!  Students are 

presenting family members in Spanish. They start greeting 

the class with:  

Hola! 

Me llamo (their names) 

Esta/Este es mi (family member).  Mi (family member) es 

(adjective).   

They are using family vocabulary:  mamá, papá, hermano, 

hermana, bebé, abuelo, y abuela. 

They have learned several adjectives too: alto, alta, bajo, 

baja, inteligente, fuerte, rápido, y rápida. Also, they have 

learned names of clothing items:  camisa, pantalones, 

vestido, zapatos, gorra, y pantalones cortos.   

Fifth grade is still working on the Exit FLES Assessment.   

Buen trabajo! (good  job! ) 

HEALTH ROOM NEWS: 

THANK YOU!!!!!  ……. Mrs. Anna Suresh, Dr. Derek Blank 

and the staff of litttlesmiles Pediatric Dentistry for 

volunteering their time for the Dental Screening on March 

5th. We appreciate all you do to keep our Moorefield Sharks 

healthy.  

NEW!!!   CONCUSSION GUIDELINES    …… If your child 

receives a concussion, as soon as possible, please sign a 

Release of Information form enabling the Resource Nurse to 

communicate with the treating physician or therapy clinic. 

The Health Office has Physicians Order for Concussion forms 

if a concussion is suspected. 

A student diagnosed with a concussion MUST HAVE: 

1. A written release from their physician clearing the 

student to return to school. 

2. Specific activity restrictions OR medical clearance 

to return to physical activity. 
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3. If the physician requires the student to take rest 

breaks, eat snacks, or avoid light and noise, the 

instructions should also be written by the 

physician or therapy clinic. 

4. Physician’s orders MUST be updated every 4 

weeks.  

5. Students requiring a “lie down” rest period during 

school hours are not ready to return to school. 

“Rest periods” ordered by physicians or therapists 

do not require the student to lie down and nap. 

Rather these rests can be done at a student’s desk. 

HEALTH FORMS FOR CAMPS OR DAY CARE 

REGISTRATION …….. ‘Tis the season for thinking ahead to 

summer vacation. Should you need a copy of your child’s 

Physical and Immunization records for summer camp or day 

care registration, please allow 24 hours from the date of 

your request to be processed. The completed forms can be 

sent home with your child or may be picked up in the office.  

 

CONTINUING NEWS 

 

TRANSPORTING MEDICATION TO & FROM SCHOOL   

……  A parent or guardian must bring medication to the 

nurse, health office specialist, or designee. Students are not 

permitted to transport any medicine prescription or non-

prescriptions) to or from school.   

  
EMERGENCY ROOM VISIT OR SURGERY- Students 

Rights and Responsibilities Handbook    …….   Your child 

needs a physician’s clearance to return to school after 

Surgery or Emergency Room Visit. The clearance should 

include:  

 1/ Return to School Release Date    

 2/ Any Restrictions and the duration of 

the restrictions the student may have. 
 

UPDATE EMERGENCY INFORMATION …….. Please 

keep your phone numbers and emergency contact 

information up to date by contacting the school by phone or 

email.  

 

 

 

 

  

COMING AND GOING: 

It is unlawful to enter the “bus loop” at 
Moorefield Station during the hours of 7:30 
a.m. – 7:50 a.m. and 2:15 p.m. – 2:50 p.m.. 
It may appear that the morning or 
afternoon buses have left our school 
grounds…But, the bus loop MUST remain 
free of any obstacles! Please work with us 
to ensure that EVERYONE follows the 
law!!! 

Note: If due to a disability you need 

assistance to enable you to 

participate meaningfully in a school 

meeting or event, please contact 

the school office (571-252-2380) at 

least five working days prior to the 

event. 

REMINDER: 

Side doors close and lock promptly at 7:50 
a.m. even if there are still cars in line. 
When the doors shut, you will need to drop 
your child off at the front doors so they 
may receive a tardy slip. Remember – 
students are encouraged to ride the school 
bus whenever possible. 

Thank You Mrs. Smith! 

We want to thank Mrs. Smith, one of our 

guidance counselors, for initiating a  

t-shirt fundraiser. Her efforts earned 

Moorefield Station $1,100.00 that will go 

toward our playground fund!!! 
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SOLs ARE JUST AROUND THE CORNER 
 

We will administer the Virginia SOLs to ALL students in grades 3 through 5 on 

the following dates: 

 

Monday, May 12 through Friday, June 6 
  

*For a detailed schedule, please see the Moorefield Station website 

  

*It is important to have a balanced breakfast and be on time for school on 

the above days.  

 

Mark Your Calendar! 
 

Do You Have A Rising Kindergarten Student? 

Kindergarten Registration is Tuesday, April 8th.  

If you have not received your registration packet, please visit 

our office to pick one up!  

Transportation Changes: 
 
If your child’s dismissal plans have changed during the 
school day, please provide us with the following- 
 

 Note to teacher preferred OR phone call to the front 
office BEFORE 2:00pm 

 Do NOT email as teacher may be absent 
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