
FACT SHEET- Synthetic Marijuana 

(Also commonly referred to as “K2” or “Spice”) 

Street Names:  “Fake Weed”, Genie, Black Mamba, Blaze, Red X Dawn 

What is K2? 

An herbal mixture of dried spice plants and other herbs resembling potpourri or incense, which is sprayed with a 

synthetic compound (JWH-073, JWH-018, and HU-210/211 and CP47/4497) that is chemically similar to THC, the 

psychoactive ingredient in marijuana.  

Why is K2 dangerous? 

When “K2” was developed, it was intended for research purposes only and was not tested on humans or 

approved by the FDA.  

There is no known information about the toxicity of the synthetic compound that is sprayed on the substance. 

Because the substance is marketed as incense or potpourri, the “K2” package does contain a warning label, 

stating “Not for human consumption.” When the substance is purchased, neither the source of the product nor 

the amount of synthetic compound added to the product is specified.  Due to these unknown factors, the “K2” 

being purchased may also contain other unidentified and potentially dangerous toxic substances.  

Depending upon the synthetic compound added to herbal mixture, “K2” can be 4 to 100 times more potent than 

marijuana.  

What are the symptoms of “K2” intoxication? 

Increased heart rate 

Heart palpitations 

Elevated blood pressure 

Anxiety 

Panic attacks 

Increased respiration 

Delusions  

Hallucinations  

Paranoia 

Vomiting  

Agitation 

Seizures/tremors 

Coma/unconsciousness 

New trend- “K3” 

A new version of the drug “K2”, which includes a plant called “Damiana”, which is native to Mexico, Central America, 

South America, and the Caribbean. The plant is believed to be an aphrodisiac. 

The appearance of “K3” closely resembles marijuana.  

Loudoun County Public Schools (LCPS) Policy: 

“Students are strictly prohibited from possessing, distributing, selling, using, or being under the influence of any drug, any 

chemical substance that affects the brain or nervous system, or any substance represented to be or believed to be a drug 

or chemical substance that affects the brain or nervous system, or from possession of any drug-related paraphernalia 

while under school authority, on school property, or at a school-sponsored event. Possession or distribution of 

counterfeit or “look-alike” drugs is also strictly prohibited and will be dealt with in the same way as possession or 

distribution of any other drug”. Although it is currently legal, “K2” and “K3” are both considered drug violations according 

to LCPS policy.  
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