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AP Government 

2015 Midterm Review  
 

This exam is modeled after the AP exam: 

60 multiple choice questions 

2 short answer concepts 

2 conceptual analysis 

2 country context (US) 

 

The Constitution 

 The shortcomings and accomplishments of government under the Article of Confederation 
1. What were the rights reserved by the federal Congress under the AOC? 
2. Shay’s Rebellion 

 What was the purpose of the Constitutional Convention of 1787?  What was decided? 
1. The compromises made about slavery in the Constitution 

 Criticisms that the Anti-federalists had of the Constitution concerning the power of the federal government.  
What is a “republic”? 

 Checks and balances among the three branches of government; what powers does each branch have?  What are 
the requirements of our elected officials and federal judges, and how do they differ in the constituency that they 
represent? 

 What are all the ways of amending the Constitution 
 Major arguments in Madison’s  Federalist Papers  #10  

 

Federalism 

 What are the Expressed, Reserved, Implied, and denied powers in the Constitution (state and federal).   10th 
Amendment 

 What is federalism and how is it organized in the United States?   
 The ways in which national and state powers have been interpreted by the courts and how this has changed 

over the years 
1. McCulloch v Maryland 

 How the interpretation of the elastic clause and the commerce clause has influenced the use of federal power 
(expand or contract?)  Find court cases to illustrate this power.   

 Fiscal Federalism, cooperative federalism, Dual Federalism 
 The different types of grants: purpose and effects, power of federal gov’t vs state gov’t 

1. Categorical grant,  block grant, matching grant, grants-in-aid, unfunded mandate 
 

American Political Culture & Public Opinion 

 The dominant aspects of political culture in the U.S. 
1. What are the main pillars of American Political Culture 
2. Political efficacy vs civic duty 
3. What is the difference between elite theory and pluralist theory of who rules? 

 Sources of our political attitudes 
1.  What is Political Socialization?  What are the agents of socialization?  What is the most important agent of 

polsol? 
2. How do Race, Gender, Religion, Location, Education level, etc.  impact the livelihood of someone voting?  

How do they impact someone’s political identification/ ideology? 
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3. What type of people are more involved in politics?  How are voters in primary elections and general 
elections different?  How are delegates to the party national convention different from the average voter?   

 The liberal, conservative, libertarian and populist ideology 
1. Overall ideology, economic, and social policies 

 

Political Participation 

 

Political Parties 

 How do parties serve as linkage institutions?  What is the goal of political parties? 
 What is the effect of the decentralized nature of political parties in the United States? 
 What are the consequences of having a Single Member District electoral system in the United States?  
 Efforts to increase political participation: purpose and success 

1. 15th Amendment 
2. Voting Rights Act of 1965 

 What factors contribute to the United States having a Two-Party system? 
1. Plurality  
2. Single-Member Districts 
3. What is the role of third parties? 

 

Elections and Campaigns 

 What is a critical election? 
 Advantages of incumbents 

1. Congress vs Senate, franking 
 Who draws congressional district boundaries and how often are they redrawn? 
 How might reapportionment, redistricting, and gerrymandering influence elections?  
  

 

Interest Groups 

 How interest groups have served as linkage institutions?  What is the goal of Interest Groups? 
 The methods that interest groups use to formulate and carry out their political objectives 

1. List the techniques lobbyists use to gain support.  How do interest groups MAINLY influence 
legilators? 

 How do political parties and interest groups act as linkage institutions?  Create a venn diagram to show the goals 

of Interest groups with the goals of political parties.  How can interest groups and political parties’ activities 

benefit each other?   

 

Congress 

 Compare and Contrast the House and the Senate 
o Constitutional powers 
o Rules 
o Organization of leadership 
o Types of Committees 

 How are committees organized?  What is the purpose of committees, what role do Parties plan in committees? 
o Conference committee vs standing committee- Committee chair 
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Comparative 

 Civil society 
 Liberal vs illiberal democracy 

o Similarities and differences in institutions 
o How can an illiberal democracy become a liberal one? 

 Types of states 
o Theocratic state, constitutional monarchy, military regime 

 Federal vs Unitary systems 
o Differences 
o Which countries have unitary systems, which countries have federal systems? 
o How is a devolved unitary system different from a federal system 
o Give examples from UK 

 Culture 
o Command economy vs market economy 
o How does China try to lessen tensions with ethnic minorities? 
o Uk Welfare state 

 


