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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Greetings Comets!  It has hard to believe how quickly this year is flying by.  A lot will 
be happening in May and the four days students are in school in June.  Please stay 

current with the upcoming events posted on the Horizon calendar.   

The month of May our third, fourth and fifth grade students will be taking the 

Standards of Learning Assessments.  The schedule per class is listed on p. 2 of the 
Comet Courier.  Remember that attendance at school during testing is extremely 
important.  Please arrange any out-of-school appointments for times that will not be 

in direct conflict with testing.  Thank you!   

This month we will begin the student placement process for next year’s classes.  We 
invite you, our parents, to share information about your child or family that we do not 
have access to at school that you believe would impact your child’s educational 
placement.  Should you choose this option, please send me a letter; I respectfully 
request that you send it on or before Friday, May 10.  Your letter should not request 
a specific teacher.  It is impossible to grant those kinds of requests and I know that it 
can be disappointing when your child does not get into the classroom of the teacher 
that you request.  Please do not approach your child’s current teacher to ask who he/
she thinks would be the best teacher for your child.  That could potentially be an 
uncomfortable situation for both the parent and/or teacher.  Please be assured that 
a great deal of thought and consideration goes into placing children into classes at 

Horizon and we do our best to make the correct placement choices.   

We have included a copy of the 2013-2014 adopted school calendar for LCPS and 
Horizon’s Back to School Nights/Kindergarten Parent Orientation/Open House 
information.  Please refer to this calendar and dates as you begin long-range 

planning for next year. 

I wanted to share that our very own Mr. Painter, Horizon’s Assistant Principal, was 
nominated and selected to receive one of the awards for the 2013 Recognition for 
Excellence in Supporting Special Education from the LCPS Special Education Advisory 
Committee on Tuesday, May 21, 2013 at 6:30 PM, at the School Board Room in the 

LCPS Administration Building.  This is such a well-deserved recognition for Mr. Painter.   

I wish everyone a great last quarter!  Together we can maximize the little time we 

have together until summer is here.  

Sincerely, 

Jennifer Ewing 

MAY/JUNE EVENTS 

Wed May 1 

8:45am 2nd Gr. FT Bull Run Park 

Fri May 3 
5th grade Panoramic Photo 

1:40pm PBIS All School Assembly 

Sat May 4 

8:30am Chorus to Kings Dominion 

Mon May 6 thru Friday May 31 

SOL testing (see class dates on page 2) 

Wed May 8 

Spirit Night-Chick Fil A 

Fri May 10, 2013 

PTA Movie Night 

Mon May 20, 2013 

6:30pm PTA General Meeting 

Tue May 21, 2013 

2:35pm Comet Council 

Thu May 23, 2013 
8:45am Pre-K Field Trip Reston Zoo 
12:30pm 2nd Gr. visit from Doug 

Kammerer News 4 Weather 

Mon May 27, 2013 

NO SCHOOL/Holiday 

Thu May 30, 2013 

K Field Day 

Fri May 31, 2013 
Last Poetry Masters Recite 

6:30pm PTA-Fun Fair 

Mon Jun 3, 2013 

Gr. 1-5 Field Day 

Tue Jun 4, 2013 
8:15am 4/5th Gr. Award Assembly 
2:35pm Comet Council 

6:30pm 5th Gr. Farewell 

Wed Jun 5, 2013 

11am 5th Gr. Picnic 

Thu Jun 6, 2013 
Last Day of School for Students 
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Debbie Rose, Algonkian District - debbie.rose@lcps.org.  You can also follow her on Facebook, "Debbie Rose- School Board" 

Brenda Sheridan, Sterling District - brenda.sheridan@lcps.org  
Tom Reed, At Large - thomas.reed@lcps.org 

School Board Representatives 

TESTING NEWS 

mailto:debbie.rose@lcps.org
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READING CORNER 

MRS. BOBBIE LEE 

In 1984, Peggy Kaye published a book called Games for Reading: Playful Ways to Help Your Child Read. 

While this book has been around for a while, it is filled with useful and fun ways to encourage, promote, and support reading.  It 

offers suggestions for prekindergarten students and higher leveled readers.  

One game mentioned needs only your ears. (This develops phonological awareness as well as listening skills.)  This game is called 
“Grandmother’s Trunk” and has several variations. The basic game goes like this: first person says, “In my grandmother’s trunk, I 
packed a watermelon.”  Second person says “In my grandmother’s trunk,  I packed a watermelon and a basketball.”  This continues 

with each person repeating what was said and adding one more item.  If the order is given incorrectly, that person is out of the game.  

The next version of this game adds letter sounds. You play the same way except you insist each item placed in grandmother’s trunk, 
begins with a certain sound. For example, “In my grandmother’s trunk, I packed a ball.” Next person, “In my grandmother’s trunk, I 

pack a ball and a blanket.” And so on.      Cake and kitten begin with the same sound, so remember to focus on the sounds.  

The last version is more challenging. You play the same way except you accept only words that end with the same sound. (not 
necessarily the same letter…for example skate and cat both end with the t sound) So the game may sound like this, “In my 

grandmother’s trunk, I packed a pillow, silo, and a hoe.    Have fun playing!   

(Thanks to Peggy Kaye, Games for Reading: Playful Ways to Help Your Child Read, Pantheon Books.) 

Happy reading!! 

CRUMBS FROM THE COMET CAFE 

MRS. ROSE CUSTER 

Wow, we only have 26 days left of school as 
of May 1st.  It is the time of year I have to let everyone know I 
will no longer let lunch accounts go into the negative.  Per Mr. 
Painter, as of May 13th, 2013 your child must have the needed 
funds on their account or in hand to make a purchase.  If they do 
not have the funds, your child will receive a cheese sandwich and 
milk until they have the needed funds.  I have to balance my 
books for the end of the year.  My staff and I have enjoyed 
serving your child a healthy lunch and hope to see everyone next 

year.   

Just to let you know you may check your child’s account by 
logging on to www.pay4lunch.com and setting up an account 
with them.  You may use your credit card at this site or you can 

still send in cash or a check (made out to County of Loudoun). 

76 of the Horizon Chorus members traveled to Kings Dominion 
on Saturday, May 4th to exhibit their songs to judges for 

feedback as part of the annual Kings Dominion Arts Festival. 

The Festival Singers, comprising 160 students from the Little River 
& Horizon 4th & 5th Grade Choruses, traveled to Kings 
Dominion on Saturday, May 4, 2013 to compete in the Annual 
Festival of Music in the Park's Action Theater.  In addition to a 
splendid day with good weather and fantastic student behavior, 
the combined group earned ratings of an excellent and two 

superiors!  Go Eagles & Comets! 

CHORUS NOTES 

Field Day Fun and Safety Reminder 

Please remember to protect your 
child with sunscreen (SPF 15 or greater) and bug repellent before 
they come to school.  Please also remember appropriate 

footwear (no bare toes) cool clothes, a hat, and a water bottle. 

Please be sure to send a change of clothes and a towel for your 
child as the clinic does not provide dry clothing. 

CLINIC NEWS        Medication Pick-up 

MRS. JENNIFER ASUNCION, RN 

If your child has medication in the clinic, please remember to pick it up by Friday, June 7th.  Medication cannot be stored in the clinic 

during the summer break.  Any medications not picked up will be discarded.  Please call me with any questions. 

Horizon Running and Fitness Club News 

Horizon Running and Fitness Club will be participating in the 
“Ringing in Hope 5K” on Monday, May 27 at the Brambleton 
Town Center.  If anyone would like to join us, please sign-up on 
line.  This event is a family friendly festival, so if you would like to 

bring the family and cheer us on, please do so.   

For more information, please visit http://www.ringinginhope.com.  
If you have any questions, please contact Mrs. Booth or Mrs. 

Barlow.  

http://www.pay4lunch.com
http://www.ringinginhope.com/
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HORIZON 

PTA NEWS 

2012-2013 Horizon PTA Executive Board   

President  
 Mike Morgan 
 president@horizonpta.org 
Sr. VP 
 Amy Sandridge 
 srvp@horizonpta.org 
Treasurer 
 Meredith Pilaro 
 treasurer@horizonpta.org 
 

Recording Secretary 
 Amy Sandridge 
 recsecy@horizonpta.org 
Corresponding Secretary 
 Teresa Demangos 
 corrsecy@horizonpta.org 
Co-VP-Staff Relations 
 Laura Ellingwood & 
 Kimberly Misch 
 staffrel@horizonpta.org 

Co-VP-Membership & Directory 
 Kelli Evers & Gail Godek 
 membership@horizonpta.org 
 directory@horizonpta.org 
Co-VP-Social  
 Amye Love & Kristen Sirois 
 social@horizonpta.org 
VP-After-School Enrichment Programs (ASEP) 
 Ginni Arcuri 
 asep@horizonpta.org 

Co-VP-Fundraising 
 Amy Curran & 
 Joanne Canellos 
 fundraising@horizonpta.org 
VP-Spirit Sales  
 Debbie Mulhearn 
 spiritsales@horizonpta.org 

GO COMETS!  

www.horizonpta.org 

 
‘Horizon Elementary  

School and PTA’  

Go Comets! 

Mike Morgan, President, Horizon PTA  

president@horizonpta.org, iPhone: michael.d.morgan@comcast.net, (703) 963-4292 

2013-2014 SCHOOL SUPPLY KITS 
It is time to order your student's school supply kit for next year. The PTA is working with 1st Day School Supplies, who was our vendor 
from last year, to provide supplies with name brand products such as binders, folders, notebooks, school boxes, etc. There will also be 

a free bonus from Macy's in each kit! 

Enjoy your summer!  Avoid the long lines and having to travel to several stores to get the supplies you need.  With just a few easy 

steps, your child's supplies will be waiting in their classroom on the first day of school.  

1. Go to http://www.1stdayschoolsupplies.com 
2. Enter the school's zip code - 20165 
3. Horizon will be at the top of the list 
4. Select *_next year's grade_* and the correct gender for your student 
5. Complete the order, pay, and you are DONE! 

PLEASE NOTE: Order now so you don't miss out!  We will not be ordering extra kits this year to be available after the June 30th 
cutoff date.  

Any questions, please contact Jeannie Willoughby (jychouder@gmail.com) or Elizabeth Eck (Elizabeth_eck@yahoo.com) 

Congratulations to all the Horizon students who took the third WordMasters 
challenge on April 24th!  They all learned new words and got practice with 
analogies.  Here are the students who earned the three highest scores in each 

grade: 

Congratulations to all on a job well done!   

Third Grade: 
Uma Pillai 
Maya Papadopoulos 
Lareina Allred, Alex Foster,  
Jack Martinez, Jacob Sanderson tied  

Fourth Grade: 
Max Baskin, Ethan Camacho, Nikkil 
Jag, Connor Vinyard, tied 
Amanda Swall 
Maddy Farthing  

Fifth Grade: 
Hannah Cantrell  
Avery Cantwell 
Omkar Bhalerao, Amith Bhoomireddy, tied 

MATH SUPERSTARS  
Congratulations to all the students who continue to participate in the Math Superstars program!  Check out the Link 
to Math Superstars on the PTA website to download weekly sheets (Just follow this link:  http://www.lcps.org//site/

Default.aspx?PageID=99640) and you too can be a math superstar! 

mailto:president@horizonpta.org
mailto:srvp@horizonpta.org
mailto:treasurer@horizonpta.org
mailto:recsecy@horizonpta.org
mailto:corrsecy@horizonpta.org
mailto:staffrel@horizonpta.org
mailto:membership@horizonpta.org
mailto:directory@horizonpta.org
mailto:social@horizonpta.org
mailto:asep@horizonpta.org
mailto:fundraising@horizonpta.org
mailto:spiritsales@horizonpta.org
http://www.horizonpta.org
mailto:president@horizonpta.org
mailto:michael.d.morgan@comcast.net
http://www.1stdayschoolsupplies.com/
mailto:jychouder@gmail.com
mailto:Elizabeth_eck@yahoo.com
http://www.lcps.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=99640
http://www.lcps.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=99640
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PARENT LIAISON     
MRS. ROBIN MONG 

To view current or previous versions of “Parents Make a Difference” Newsletter, please visit the following link: 

http://www.lcps.org/page/1597 

News from First Lego League and Odyssey of the Mind 
Do you enjoy designing and building a variety of unusual objects?  Do you 
like working with a small team solving a ‘real world’ problem?  Do you like to 
look at things in new ways, or use your creativity with words?  If you answer 
yes to any of these questions, please indicate your interest on the survey 
being sent home in your child’s backpack.  This will help with planning  for 

these programs for the 2013-14 school.   

You can see examples of solutions and presentations that some of Horizon’s 
teams created this year after the PTA meeting on May 21st.  We will 
recognize our students’ outstanding creativity and problem-solving in this 
year’s competitions, and exhibit some elements of their projects.  If you have 
any questions, please contact Mrs. Mong at robin.mong@lcps.org  or Mrs. 
Tate at linda.tate@lcps.org. 

POETRY MASTERS CLUB 

Each month a selection of poems are available for grades 1-5.  Any child who wishes to participate will memorize a 
selected poem for their grade category and recite the poem to the Poetry coordinator and/or parent volunteer.   
Congratulations to the following students who successfully memorized and recited the April poem to Mrs. Sandridge: 

Julienne Galie 
Tess Durham 
Mary MacGoy 
Katie Nelson 

Ayaan Kamal 
Jasmine Hus 
Divya Lobo 
Natalie Sandridge 

Matthew Levi 
Karim Khadir 
Lily Eginrieder 
Medha Mani 

Snigdha Indurti 
Jacob Feinberg 
Matthew Godek 
Halima Bachir-Bouiadjra 

 

Horizon Elementary 

Offers Special Recognition to: 

Bus Driver Appreciation Week 
5/13/2013 - 5/17/2013 

Cafeteria and Custodian Appreciation Week 
5/28/2013 - 5/31/2013 

 

Thank you for caring for our students! 

mailto:robin.mong@lcps.org
mailto:linda.tate@lcps.org
http://firstlegoleague.org/
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ATTENTION PARENTS OF CURRENT 5TH GRADERS: 

Jennifer Ewing 
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ATENCIÓN PADRES DE CORRIENTES 5 º GRADO: 

Jennifer Ewing 
Director 
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Horizon Elementary 

Back To School Night - Parents Only, Please 

This evening is to provide parents with important procedural information in order to 

create a smooth / question free transition into the school year. 

3rd - 5th Grades 
Tuesday, August 27th 

6:30 PM 

ECSE/STEP Pre-School Programs, MD/ID Classrooms, Kindergarten - 2nd Grades 
Thursday, August 29th  

Kindergarten parents will start in the Multipurpose Room at 6:00 PM 

ECSE/STEP Pre-School Programs, MD/ID Classrooms, 1st - 2nd - 6:30 PM in classrooms 

***The Horizon Staff requests that only adults attend this information session.*** 

Open House - All Students and Parents 
Friday, August 30, 2013 

10:30 - 12:00 

This day is to allow students a chance to meet their teacher, see the classroom and 

deliver supplies that can be stored in their desk ahead of time. 

Mark your 

Calendar! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

2013-14 School Calendar 

September 3:  First Day of School for Students 

October 14:  Holiday (Columbus Day) 

November 4-5:  Student Holidays (Planning/Records/Conference Days) 

November 27-29:  Holiday (Thanksgiving) 

December 23-January 1:  Winter Break (Classes Resume January 2) 

January 20:  Holiday (Martin Luther King Jr. Day) 

January 27:  Moveable Student Holiday(Planning/Records/Conference Day) 

February 17:  Holiday (Presidents’ Day) 

March 31:  Student Holiday (Planning/Records/Conference Day) 

April 14-18:  Holiday (Spring Break) 

May 26:  Holiday (Memorial Day) 

June 13:  Last Day of School for Students/End of Grading Period 

Mark your 

Calendar! 
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We are on the web! 

www.lcps.org/horizon 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

If, due to a disability, you need 
assistance to enable you to participate 

meaningfully in any of our school 
programs, please contact Mrs. Ewing, 

Principal at 571.434.3260 at least five 

working days prior to the activity. 

OFFICE REMINDERS 

The school day begins promptly at 7:50 AM.  Students MUST be in their 
classrooms at 7:50 AM, arriving after that time results in an UNEXCUSED tardy, 
unless a doctors note is provided.  Students coming in after 7:50 AM must be 
escorted into the building, by an adult.  School dismisses at 2:35 PM.  Parents 
picking up students prior to dismissal are required to sign them out in the main 
office.  All visitors to the building should begin their visit in the main office.  
Once in the office, you may sign in using the computer located on the front 
counter.  Any forgotten items should be brought to the office.  This will cut down 

on interruptions to the class. 

ABSENTEE/TARDY 
Please email the Horizon absentee email at hrzabsentee@lcps.org, or call the 
absentee line at 571-434-3261 to report the absence or late to school 

information for your child. 

AFTER SCHOOL PLAN 
Anytime your child has a change in his/her after school plan, please send a 
note in with your child in the morning.  The office cannot redirect children after 
school on the basis of a phone call.  If an emergency necessitates a change 

during the day, you may fax the instructions to us at 703-444-7418. 

If you have not done so already, 
please consider joining our PTA.  The 
PTA sponsors many social and 
educational activities to enrich your 
child’s experience at Horizon 
Elementary.  You can view the many 
activities and volunteer opportunities on 
the PTA portion of our webpage: 

www.lcps.org/Horizon. 

PARENT INFORMATION MANAGEMENT SYSTEM (PIMS) 
The Parent Information Management System 
(PIMS) is an online tool that provides a convenient 
way for the primary parent/guardian of a 
student to manage changes to the phone and/or 
email information for the contacts in their child’s 
record.  When using PIMS you can review, at your 
convenience, the current contact information that exists for your child.  If you 
need to update the current phone/email/emergency contact information, you 

can easily submit the update request online. 

To access the PIM system, visit the LCPS Internet site, www.lcps.org.   

Click on the PIM link on the right side under “Quick Links”. 

Once the request has been submitted, your child’s  school will review the 

request before accepting. 

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PLAN 

(SIP) 

The Horizon staff is dedicated to 
improving our strategies for increasing 
student achievement and in closing the 
achievement gap.  A formal School 
Improvement Plan is developed by 
staff, with parent input.  If parents are 
interested in participating in this process 
please contact Jennifer Ewing at 571-
434-3260.  The plan is reviewed and 
revised throughout the year according 

to the results achieved.   

The updated 2012-2013 SIP is posted 

on the Horizon website. 

MSAAC 

The Minority Student Achievement 
Advisory Committee (MSAAC) works in 
partnership with Loudoun County Public 
schools staff, parents and community to 
further the academic, social, and 
cultural development of every student 
and to ensure that the needs of all 
minority students are met.  The group 
meets in the School Board Meeting 
Room of the LCPS Administration 
Building.  The next meeting is Wed., 
May 15th at 7:00 PM.  More 
information can be found on the school 
system website at www.lcps.org under 
the “Parents” tab, and then select 
Minority Student Achievement Advisory 

Committee. 

LOST AND FOUND 

Horizon Elementary has several 
areas designated for lost items such 
as lunch boxes and clothing.  
Students that misplace their 
belongings can check in the Lost and 
Found bin that is located outside the 
music room.  Items of value or 
importance such as glasses, jewelry, 
and keys are kept in the front 
office.  If your child has lost an item, 
please encourage them to check in 
the Lost and Found bin or with the 
office secretary.  Items that go 
unclaimed will be donated at the 
end of each quarter to a local 

charity. 


