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Political Process Unit Study Guide       Study Guide Due_______________  Test Date_______________ 
 
Use your Interactive Student Notebook to help you complete the study guide.  Look for the answers, DO 

NOT makeup answers.  **Study all of the vocabulary for this unit – page 21 Chapters 9,10, and 11  
 

Directions:  Questions 1 – 12.  Fill in blank or list with correct key term, word or phrase. 

 
1.  A ____________________  ____________________is an association of voters with broad, common 
interests who want to influence or control decision making in government by electing the party’s candidates 
to public office. 
 
2.  During most of American history there have been two major political parties – the Democrats and the 
Republicans.  For these reasons, the United States is said to have a __________- __________ system. 
 
3.  ______________________  _______________________ rarely win major elections and have never 
won a presidential election. 
 
4.  _______________________ _______________________ arise not to win elections, but to promote or 
introduce new ideas or press for a particular social, economic, or moral issue. 
 
5.  Some third parties form around well-known personalities or individuals who cannot get support from one 
of the two major parties.  The Progressive or Bull Moose party split from the Republicans in 1912 and 
formed around ____________________   ____________________. 
 
6.  A _______________________________ is a series of statements, beliefs, and positions on election 
issues.  The differences between political parties can be found here. 
 
7.   Each individual part of the platform is called a _________________________________. 
 
8.    Political parties are the only organizations that select and offer candidiates for public office.  They do 
this through the __________________________________ process.  
 
9.   Acting as a ________________________________ the opposition party (the party out of power)       
may criticize the party in power and offer its own solutions to political problems. 
 
10. __________________  is the main goal of political parties.  In order to win, political parties need  
 ___________________.  Both parties want to influence __________________  _______________. 
  
11. Political parties help educate the electorate (voters) on campaign ________________________such as  
      Iran, debt, the economy, and unemployment. 
 
12.  Both major parties define themselves in a way that wins majority support by appealing to the 
_____________________________  ________________________________. 
 

two-party  third parties (2x)  political center  political party 
 
issues   platform   plank   Teddy Roosevelt 
 
public policies  watchdog  winning   votes 
 
nomination   issues 
 
 



Political Process Part I Study Guide Form C  2012-2013 2 

13. List the functions of a political party:  
 

 1. Recruit and _______________ candidates 

 2. Educate the _______________l about campaign _______________ 

 3. Helping ____________________ win ____________________ 

 4. Monitoring the actions of ____________________ - acting like a ____________________ 

 

Directions:  Fill in blank or list with correct key term, word or phrase. 
 

14. List the requirements to register to vote in the state of Virginia: 
a.  _________________ b.  _________________ c.  _________________ 

15. List the place where you can register to vote:  
 a.  __________________________________ b.  __________________________________ 

16. Many eligible citizens do not vote due to either a lack of interest, also known as 
____________________, or a failure to __________________________.  
 
17. If a voter cannot go to the polls on Election Day he/she can vote by _______________ ballot. 

 
18. List the three (3) top factors in predicting who will vote: 

1. _________________________________ 

2. _________________________________ 

3. _________________________________ 
 

Directions:  Questions 18 – 23.  Fill in blank or list with correct key term, word or phrase. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

18. The President and Vice President are not elected by popular vote.  They are actually elected by the 
members of the ___________________    _____________________.   
 
19. The slate of electors for each state is chosen by the citizens voting.  This is called the 
____________________    _____________________.   
 
20. The number of electors for each state is based on the state’s 
________________________________________ (the state’s number of Senators, plus the number of 
Representatives).   
21. There are a total of ________ electors.  A candidate needs a majority or __________ votes to win a 
presidential election. 
 
22. The requirement for a majority vote to win in the Electoral College favors a _________   __________ 
system.  This is why a _________________ party candidate has never won a presidential election. 
 
23. The ______________  ______________   ______________ system leads to candidates targeting large 
states for campaigning, although candidates must pay attention to ________________ states whose 
electoral votes may make the difference in tight elections. 
 

winner-takes-all   Electoral College  538 
small    270    popular vote 

third     two-party    Congressional Representation 


